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COLONIAL  ISSUE. 


The  publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  proposes  to 
specially  address  on  April  25  all  business  houses  connected 
with  the  drug-trade  in  Australasia,  India,  Ceylon,  Straits 
Settlements,  South  Africa,  West  Indies,  China,  Japan,  and 
many  other  places  abroad.  In  view  of  the  remarkable 
growth  of  colonial  trade,  which  is  apparent  at  the  present 
time,  fall  advantage  of  this  means  for  improving  their 
export-business  should  be  taken  by  all  firms  who  do  business 
with  the  drag-trade. 


EXCHANGE  COLUMN. 


Advebtisements  of  second-hand  fittings,  and  stock,  &c  , 
which  may  be  included  under  the  term  "  Bargains,"  are  now 
inserted  in  the  Coloured  Supplement,  and  are  received  at 
the  office  up  to  Thursday  of  the  week  of  publication.  The 
charge  for  such  advertisements  is  |<Z.  per  word  with  name 
and  address,  or  Id  per  word  without.  Many  who  read  this 
paragraph  may  find  something  they  need  in  the  column,  to 
others  it  may  suggest  an  advertisement  of  scmething  they 
want  to  get  rid  of  or  to  buy. 


Summary 


There  are  some  dispensing  queries  on  'p.  435  which  are 
worth  looking  into. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hale,  an  interview  with  whom  we  publis'  ed 
last  week,  died  on  Tuesday  (p.  429). 

The  position  and  progress  of  pharmacy  'in  Western 
Australia  are  briefly  sketched  on  p.  412. 

An  alkaloid  called  calycanthine  has  been  discoveied,  which 
glistens  brilliantly  like  the  diamond  (p.  428). 

A  new  piece  of  pharmaceutical  apparatus  suitable  for  use 
as  a  percolator  or  still  is  described  on  p.  427. 

We  print  particulars  of  a  number  of  contracts  which  have 
been  settled  by  Boards  of  Guardians  (p.  409). 

Dr.  Sinclair  Coghill  shows  the  passibility  of  curing 
rapid  consumption  by  the  administration  of  guaiacol  (p.  428). 

A  large  number  of  formate  are  given  in  our  correspon- 
dence pages,  together  with  notes  on  practical  subjects 
(p.  436). 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  seems  favourable  to 
a  modification  of  the  regulations  and  charges  tor  stamping 
measures  (p.  408). 

Messes  Redwood  &  de  Hailes  send  us  a  corrected 
account  of  the  explosion  which  occared  lately  at  their 
laboratory  (p.  434). 

Some  remarks  on  the  claim  of  the  Carter  Medicine  Com- 
pany to  an  exclusive  right  in  the  title  of  "  little  liver  pills" 
are  published  on  p.  423. 

Our  Paris  correspondent  mentions  the  tendency  of  the 
Faculty  of  Medicine  to  prevent  foreigners  from  practising 
medicine  in  France  (p.  411). 

Gum  Arabic  is  going  up  in  price  slowly,  in  consequence 
of  the  contemplated  trouble  in  the  Soudan.  The  matter 
is  referred  to  in  our  Trade  Report  (p.  429). 

The  French  Government  has  a  large  stock  of  binoxide  of 
manganese  on  hand  which  it  would  probably  sell  cheap. 
The  circumstances  of  its  acquirement,  which  are  amusing, 
are  related  on  p.  411. 

Mr  A.  W.  Geebard  has  communicated  a  practical  paper 
on  nutrient  beef- preparations  to  ths  Chemists'  Assistants' 
Association.  In  it  he  "  gives  away  "  a  good  deal  of  infor- 
mation about  popular  beef-products  (p.  419). 

The  Western  Chemists'  Association  of  London  have  fol- 
lowed Glasgow  in  condemning  the  prescribing  of  p  o- 
prietaries,  and  appeal  to  the  General  Medical  and  Pharma- 
ceutical Councils  to  do  something  to  stop  it  (p.  414). 

The  Early- closing  Bill  is  now  going  through  committee 
in  such  a  way  that  the  success  of  the  measure  seems  assured. 
Notes  of  the  evidence  are  given  on  p.  420,  and  some  impres- 
sions on  p  422.  We  also  print  abstracts  of  correspondence 
on  the  subject  (p.  434). 

The  assistants  of  Dublin  had  a  good  meeting  in  thn 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  house  the  other  eveDirg,  v>hf.n 
they  were  supported  by  leading  pharmacists  and  physicians, 
the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  presiding. 
Dr  Falkiner  delivered  a  lecture  on  the  history  of  pharmicy 
(p.  413). 

The  Food  Products  Committee  have  heard  evidence  from 
Mr.  Otto  Hehner  and  Professor  Tichborne,  amongst  others. 
Mr.  Hehner  spoke  generally  upon  standards,  including  drugs, 
and  condemned  Somerset  HoQse  analysis,  whereupon  ttie 
chairman  stated  that  Somerset  House  chemists  wish  to 
reply  (p.  421). 

Sphatt's  Patent  (Limited)  pay  a  dividend  making 
12 J  per  cent,  for  the  jear;  the  United  Alkali  Company  pay 
2s  per  share  on  ordinary  shares ;  Price's  Candle  Company 
make  their  dividend  up  to  U.  12s.  Qd.  per  share  ;  and 
Lever  Brothers  pay  10  per  cent,  on  ordinary  shares.  T de 
dividends  on  some  German  chemical  compaties  are  also 
quo'ed  (p.  418). 
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j'XEARNINC  ff'-STUDY-MUST-BEWON  -  • 

|CORNER'POR-STUDEHT& 

| -TWAS  WE  KIVENTAl  LEOfROMSIRETOSOW 

Conducted  by  Richard  J.  Moss,  F.C.S.,  F.I.C. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 
A  MIXTURE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form  the 
subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis. 
The  mixture  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic 
examination,  all  its  constituents  are  to  be  detected,  and 
proof  is  to  be  given  that  the  substances  detected  are  the 
only  constituents  of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a  stamp 
merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Wednesday,  March  25,  and 
the  samples  will  be  forwarded  immediately. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday,  April  4. 
Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of  the 
work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents 
detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  accidental 
impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential  consti- 
tuents of  the  salts  of  which  the  mixture  is  composed. 

The  subject  of  the  last  exercise  was  a  mixture  of  equal 
parts  of  ammonia  alum,  calcium  phosphate,  and  borax. 

***  We  shall  insert  the  full  report  next  week. 


The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  will  he 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


The  Stamping  of  Glass  Measures. 

A  deputation,  representing  the  County  Councils  Associa- 
tion and  the  Municipal  Corporations  Association,  waited  upon 
Mr.  C.  T,  Ritcaie,  M.P.,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
on  March  13,  to  urge  the  advisability  of  so  amending  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Act  as  to  secure  uniformity  in  the 
practice  of  stamping  glass  measures.  The  deputation  con- 
sisted of  the  Town  Clerks  of  York,  Nottingham,  St.  Helens, 
Reading,  and  Blackburn,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  York,  the  Major 
of  St.  Helens,  Sir  W.  Houldsworth,  M.P.,  Mr.  J.  Brigg,  M  P., 
and  Mr.  C.  Bill,  M  P.  Mr.  Fox,  Town  Clerk  of  Blackburn,  said 
that  a  practice  had  arisen  by  which  the  local  authority 
allowed  a  certain  rebate  to  the  manufacturer,  amounting  in 
some  cases  to  9d.  in  the  shilling,  on  account  of  services  which 
were  supposed  to  be  rendered  to  the  officer.  The  deputation 
desired  that  the  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to  secure 
uniformity,  as  the  present  practice  led  to  much  inconvenience 
and  to  a  certain  amount  of  abuse.  Mr.  Ritchie  said  there 
was  much  force  in  the  proposal  that  the  fees  charged  for 
stamping  should  be  reduced ;  Id.  per  glass  was  too  much. 
The  Weights  and  Measures  Act  would  have  to  be  amended, 
and  when  that  work  was  undertaken  he  would  see  that  the 
views  expressed  by  the  deputation  should  receive  careful 
attention. 

Compressed- gas  Cylinders. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Specialists  which  was 
appointed  by  the  Home  Office  a  year  ago  to  inquire  into  the 
explosion  of  a  gas- cylinder  at  Fenchurch  Street  Static n, 
London,  has  now  been  published.  The  Committee  comes  to 
the  conclusion  that  such  accidents  arise  from  negligence  in 


making  and  filling  the  cylinders,  and  as  the  manufacture  of 
compressed  and  liquefied  gases  is  a  growing  industry  they 
recommend  that  it  should  be  under  inspection  by  the  Home 
Office  or  Board  of  Trade. 

Chemist's  Assistant  Steals  Letters. 

At  Leeds  Assizes,  on  March  11,  Charles  Percival  Apple- 
yard  (17),  chemist's  assistant,  was  indicted  for  stealing  two 
post  letters,  containing  postal  orders  to  the  value  of  14s.  6d., 
and  120  penny  postage  stamps.  Prisoner  was  employed  by 
Mr.  Hanson,  chemist,  Qaeensbury,  who  held  the  appointment 
of  sub-postmaster.  He  pleaded  guilty,  and  in  mitigation  it 
was  stated  that  he  bad  been  tempted  to  gamble  in  mining- 
shares.  A  sentence  of  four  months'  hard  labour  was 
passed. 

Long  firm  Frauds. 

At  Staffordshire  Assizes,  on  March  11,  Edward  Ford  and 
Sarah  Preece,  from  Birmingham,  were  indicted  upon  thirty- 
one  charges  of  obtaining  goods  by  false  pretences,  with 
intent  to  defraud.  Amongst  the  goods  obtained  was  a  large 
quantity  of  soap  from  the  United  Alkali  Company,  Runcorn. 
Particulars  of  the  case  have  already  appeared  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist.  It  transpired  that  the  man  Ford 
traded  under  the  style  of  Jones  Brothers,  Crompton  House, 
Dudley  Road,  and  Snow  Hill,  Birmingham;  Prince  &  Co., 
St.  Michael's  Street,  Wolverhampton  ;  and  A.  Smith, 
Leicester  Street,  Walsall ;  there  were  also  two  London 
addresses.  The  case  against  the  woman  was  withdrawn,  as 
it  had  been  ascertained  that  she  was  Ford's  lawful  wife. 
Ford  was  sentenced  to  three  years'  penal  servitude,  previous 
convictions  being  proved  against  him. 

Chemist's  Shop  Broken  into. 

Three  men  were  charged  at  Blackburn,  on  March  12,  with 
breaking  into  the  premises  of  Mr.  Parkinson,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Astley  Gate,  Blackburn.  On  the  previous  night 
Police-constable  Grice  noticed  a  dim  light  in  the  shop.  He 
found  three  men  at  work  at  a  safe  behind  a  screen.  Obtain- 
ing assistance,  an  entrance  was  effected,  and  the  men  were 
caught  in  the  cellar,  where  they  had  hidden  themselves.  In 
their  possession  were  various  implements,  some  boxes  of 
capsules,  candles,  and  2s.  3d.  in  money,  all  of  which  they 
had  taken  from  the  shop.  The  safe  had  been  damaged,  and 
the  handle  forced  off.  Whilst  at  work  the  men  had 
refreshed  themselves  with  soda-water.  The  Bench  committed 
them  for  trial. 

Festive. 

The  Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy  held  a 
musical  and  social  evening  at  their  headquarters,  Newburgh 
Hall,  Cannon  Piace,  last  week.  There  was  a  large  attend- 
ance of  members  and  friends,  and  an  excellent  programme 
bad  been  provided  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  A.  H. 
Cupit). 

The  employes  at  Messrs.  Ferris  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists, 
Bristol,  held  their  fourth  annual  dinner  at  Stuckey's 
Restaurant,  on  Thursday.  Mr.  A.  Waite  presided,  and  Mr. 
J.  S.  Ashmead  occupied  the  vice- chair.  The  firm  was  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  H.  H.  Townsend,  who  replied  to  the  toast, 
"  Health  and  Continued  Prosperity  of  the  Firm."  The  musical 
programme  was  excellent,  and  called  forth  warm  expressions 
of  appreciation. 

"  Bang  went  Saxpence." 

At  Colwyn  Bay  Police  Court  on  March  13  W.  H.  Roberts, 
chemist,  Colwyn  Bay,  was  charged  by  the  police  inspector 
with  riding  a  bicycle  on  a  footpath.  Defendant  said  he 
understood  that  a  footpath  had  to  be  kerbed  and  channelled. 
Where  he  rode  it  was  not  kerbed  or  channelled,  and  con- 
sequently he  thought  he  was  within  his  rights  in  riding  on 
it,  especially  as  the  road  was  in  a  fearful  state,  and  covered 
with  stones.  The  Magistrates  treated  the  matter  jocularly. 
"  I  am  afraid  you  are  guilty  of  being  found  out,"  said  the 
Chairman.  "  We  fine  yoa  the  large  sum  of  Qd.,  without  costs.'' 

Is  the  Coroner  Bight  ? 

Mr.  Coroner  E  Hooper  held  an  inquest  at  Horseley  Heath, 
Tipton,  on  Tuesday,  regarding  the  death  of  a  child  9  months 
old,  whose  mother  had  given  it  in  error  a  teaspoonful  of  a 
mixture  of  castor  oil,  laudanum,  and  syrup  of  rhubarb, 
i  stead  of  cough -mixture.    The  child  died  in  spite  of  a 
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doctor's  efforts  to  resuscitate  it.  Henry  Black  well,  assistant 
to  Mr.  Morris,  chemist,  Wednesbury,  stated  at  the  inquest 
that  the  Great  Bridge  shop,  where  the  drugs  were  purchased, 
was  in  charge  of  a  qualified  man,  and  witness's  instructions 
were  to  sell  no  poisons  except  under  the  supervision  of  the 
manager.  He  supplied  the  stuff  and  labelled  the  bottle  con- 
taining the  laudanum,  "  Laudanum — poison."  [The  mother 
mixed  them  ]  The  manager  was  present  at  the  time.  The 
Coroner  said  the  assistant  had  kept  within  the  limits  of  the 
Jaw.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  child  had  taken  an  over- 
dose of  the  mixture,  administered  with  no  intention  of  doing 
harm.  It  was  a  very  serious  matter,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
law  applying  to  the  sale  of  poisons  would  undergo  a  com- 
prehensive alteration.  It  was  at  present  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  coroners. 

Eoyal  Institution. 

After  Easter  Professor  Dewar  will  deliver  three  lectures  on 
"  Kecent  Chemical  Progress "  ;  and  the  Friday  evening 
meetings  will  be  resumed  on  April  17,  when,  as  we  have 
already  announced,  a  discourse  will  b8  given  by  M.  G  Lfpp- 
mann  on  "  Colour-photography." 

Contracts  Closed. 

The  Guardians  of  the  following  place3  have  c;ntracted  as 
below  : — 

Medway.— Mr.  F.  W.  Hill,  arrowroot  at  3d  per  lb. 

Wantage.— Mr.  E.  Pnmfrey,  linseed  l\d  per  lb. ;  and  Mr.  A, 
E.  Malin,  arrowroot  8d.  per  lb. 

Midhurst.— Mr.  F.  R.  Kemp,  cod- liver  oil  14s  3d.;  Mr.  A. 
Mills,  linseed  meal  2d.  per  lb.  and  arrowroot  Qd.  per  lb. 

High  Wycombe. — Mr.  Chas.  Dowswell,  chemist,  High 
Wycombe,  cod- liver  oil  13s.  per  gallon,  quinine  2s.  Qd.  per  oz. 

Strood— Mr.  A.  B.  Acworth,  Sanitas  fluid  8s.  3d.  per  dozen, 
crushed  linseed  lis.  9d.  per  cwt. ;  Mr.  S.  J.  Hart  (Chatham), 
Sanitas  soap  28s.  per  cwt. 

At  the  usual  fortnightly  meeting  of  the  managers  of  the 
Central  London  School  District,  held  on  Monday  at  the 
offi  ces  of  the  City  of  London  Board  of  Guardians,  tenders 
were  opened  for  the  supply  of  soap  to  the  Cuckoo  Schools, 
Hanwell,  for  the  ensuing  six  months.  There  were  two 
tenders— Mr.  Percival,  Blackfriars,  265?.,  and  Mr.  John 
Knight,  1983.  lis.  2d.  (accepted).  The  following  are  the 
details  of  the  accepted  tenders: — Brown  soap  (John 
Knight's),  good  strong,  stamped  with  maker's  name,  30  cwt., 
at  15s  9d.  per  cwt, ;  pale  yellow  ditto,  30  cwt.,  at  16s.  9d. ; 
primrose  ditto,  30  cwt,  at  18s.  9d.;  BBB  soft-soap  ditto, 
150  fiikins,  at  lis.  lOd.  ;  toilet  curd  ditto,  56  lbs.,  at  4d. ; 
toilet  tablet  ditto,  4  boxes,  at  2s  Qd.  per  7-1  b.  box  ;  carbolic, 
l  ib  bars  (Knight's  substituted  for  Calvert  Company's  No.  5, 
4  per  cent,  acid),  30  cwt.,  at  15s.  9d  ;  ditto  ditto,  domestic 
soap,  1-lb.  bars,  8  per  cent,  acid,  10  cwt.,  at  15s  9d. 

The  Holborn  Board  of  Guardians  decided  their  contracts 
for  half-yearly  supplies  last  Tuesday,  when  half  a-dozen  firms 
tendered  for  mineral  waters— viz.,  Idris  &  Co ,  Camden 
Town ;  the  Glass-lined  Syphon  Company,  St.  John  Street 
Road  ;  Bouillon  Fleet ;  Geraut  &  Co  ,  and  the  C.A  M.W.A.L 
Idris  &  Co  got  the  contract,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  George 
Eade  (chemist),  at  the  following  prices :— Soda-water  in 
syphons,  Is.  Qd.  per  dozen  at  the  London  establishments  of 
the  Union,  and  2s.  per  dozen  delivered  at  Mitcham  work- 
house and  schools ;  soda-water  in  large  screw-stoppered 
bodies,  10§<Z.  per  dozen  in  London,  and  Is.  at  Mitcham ; 
soda  water  in  small  bottles,  Qd.  and  9d. ;  lemonade  in 
syphons,  2s  Qd.  and  3s. ;  lemonade  in  large  screw-stoppered 
bottles,  10p.  and  Is. ;  ditto  dibto,  small,  8d.  and  9d ;  lithia- 
water  in  syphons,  2s.  Qd.  and  3s  ;  ginger-beer  in  screw- 
stoppered  bottles,  10\d.  and  Is.  The  Guardians  do 
not  accept  the  lowest;  tenders,  for  the  C.A.M.W.A.L. 
prices  were :— Soda  water  in  syphons,  Is.  Qd.  per  dozen 
in  London  and  Mitcham;  ditto  in  large  screw-stoppered 
bottles,  lOd.  per  dozen  all  round  ;  smalls,  Qd.  per 
dozen  all  round  ;  lemonade  in  syphons,  2s.  Qd.  in 
London  and  at  Mitcham  ;  ditto  in  large  screw-stoppered 
bottles,  IQd  per  dozen  all  round  ;  smalls,  3d.  per  dozen  at 
all  the  establishments ;  lithia-water  in  syphons,  2s.  Qd  per 
dczen  at  London  and  Mitcham;  and  ginger-beer,  10^  all 
round.    The  Bjeillon  FleetYprices  were,  respectively,  Is  Qd  , 


lOd ,  Id.,  Is.  9^.,  lid.,  9d.,  Is.  9d„  and  \\d.  The  Glass-lined 
Hyphon  Company's  prices  were  Is.  Qd.,  10d.,  8d ,  2s.  Qd , 
Is.,  9d.,  2s.  Qd ,  9d.  Geraut  &  Co  only  tendered  for  the 
syphoned  goods — viz.,  soda-water,  2s.  3d.  per  dozen  all 
lound  ;  lemonade,  3s.  3d.  per  dozen  at  all  the  establish- 
ments ;  and  lithia-water,  2s.  9d  per  dozen  in  London  and  at 
Mitcham. 

Who  Should  Poison  Dogs  P 

At  an  inquest  at  Ashford  on  Monday  regarding  the  death 
of  a  clerk  named  Hopkinson  from  prussic-acid  poisoning, 
Mr.  John  Brothers,  chemist,  107  High  Street,  Ashford,  stated 
that  he  had  supplied  the  poison  on  February  1.  He  had 
known  Hopkinson  as  a  customer  for  two  or  three  years,  and 
when  he  came  to  the  shop  to  buy  the  prussic  acid 
he  enteied  into  circumstantial  details  as  to  his  reason  for 
wishing  to  destroy  a  dog.  The  bottle  was  labelled  "  Poiscn," 
and  the  deceased  signed  the  book  and  promised  to  destroy 
any  residue  of  the  acid  after  using  wbat  he  required.  The 
foreman  of  the  jury  said  he  did  not  suppose  it  was  the  law, 
but  was  it  not  the  practice  for  a  chemist,  when  an  application 
was  made  for  this  deadly  poison,  to  go  and  destroy  the 
animal  himself  instead  of  entrusting  the  acid  to  other 
people  ?  Mr.  Brothers  :  I  have  had  to  do  it  sometimes,  but 
my  business  is  not  that  of  a  butcher.  I  am  a  chemist,  and  I 
do  not  consider  it  any  part  of  my  duty.  The  Coroner  re- 
marked that  if  persons  wanted  animals  destroyed  their  duty 
was  to  §end  th?ro  to  a  veterinary  surgeon. 

The  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  British  Medical  Journal  states  that  the  new  edition 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia  will  not  be  ready  until  May,  1897. 

Football. 

The  Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy  team  met  Barron, 
Harveys  &  Co.'s  eleven  at  Tooting  Bee  Common  on  Saturday, 
March  14.  The  students  proved  too  much  for  the  Giltspur 
Street  men,  having  up  to  time  kicked  eight  goals,  the 
others  nil. 

Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association. 

The  Council  of  this  Association  have  drafted  a  form  of 
agreement  to  carry  out  the  resolution  adopted  at  their  meet- 
ing last  week,  and  this  is  to  be  submitted  for  counsel's 
opinion. 


A  Discontented  Analyst. 

At  a  meeting  last  week  of  the  Governors  of  the  Richmond 
District  Asylum,  Dublin,  a  letter  was  read  from  Professor 
McWeeney  tendering  his  resignation  as  analytical  chemist. 
He  stated  that  it  was  not  worth  his  while  to  retain  the  office 
at  the  salary  he  received,  which  was  insufficient  to  recoup 
him  for  his  time  and  trouble.  The  salary  paid  is  30Z.  Sir 
George  B.  Owens  said  it  was  not  enough  to  pay  a  gentleman 
of  such  eminence  in  his  profession  as  Dr.  McWeeney.  The 
Chairman  said  he  did  not  think  that  the  office  required  the 
whole  time  of  the  analyst.  It  was  decided  to  ask  Dr. 
McWeeney  to  reconsider  his  resignation. 

The  Doctors'  Strike  at  Cork. 
A  new  phase  in  the  recent  strike  of  doctors  and  chemists 
at  Cork  has  occurred  within  the  last  few  days.  The  trained 
nurses  bave  declined  to  attend  patients  who  are  under  the 
treatment  of  Society  doctors,  the  local  medical  men  having, 
it  is  alleged,  threatened  to  "  boycott "  the  nursing  institutions 
if  they  learned  that  nurses  were  sent  to  members  of  tontine 
associations. 
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New  Company. 

Messrs.  William  Harrington  &  Son,  wholesale  and  retail 
chemists,  &c. ,  Cork,  are  disposing  of  their  business  to  a  new 
company,  the  Cork  Chemical  ard  Drug  Company  (Limited). 
The  share  capital  is  60.000Z ,  divided  into  7,000  5-per-cent. 
preference  and  5,000  ordinary  shares  of  51.  each.  The 
present  issue  includes  5  000  preference  shares  and  3,400 
ordinary  shares.  The  entire  present  issue  of  ordinary 
shares,  with  1,600  preference  shares,  will  be  allotted  to  the 
vendors'  company  in  part  payment  of  the  purcbase-money. 
The  directors  of  the  new  company  are  Messis.  Wm.  B. 
Harringtor,  Stanley  Harrirgton,  and  I.  E.  Harrington. 

Silver  Medallist. 

Mr.  A.  R.  Hogg,  registered  druggist  (Messrs.  I/zards, 
Belfast),  bas  been  awarded  a  silver  me<7al  by  the  Ulster 
Amateur  Photographic  Society  for  superior  exhibits  of  lantern- 
slides. 

Risky  Prescribing. 

At  the  Monaghan  Assizes  last  week,  Edward  McKenna, 
known  as  a  quack  doctor,  was  tried  on  a  charge  of  man- 
slaughter, it  being  alleged  that  be  had  applied  an  arsenical 
plaster  to  the  leg  of  one  John  McQuaide  for  cancer,  thereby 
causing  his  death.  Evidence  showed  that  deceased  had  been 
wasting  away  for  some  years  before  he  went  to  McKenna, 
and  one  doctor  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  death  was  due 
to  pneumonia.    The  accused  was  discharged. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  :  April 
Examinations. 

The  Preliminary  examination  will  te  held  on  Tuesday, 
April  7  (instead  of  Eister  Monday).  The  last  day  for 
lodging  applications  will  be  Tuesday,  March  24. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Licence  examinations  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  April  8,  and  following  days.  The  last  day  for 
lodging  applications  for  same  will  be  Wednesday,  March  25. J 


Assistants  Sup  Together. 

The  members  of  the  Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association  and  a  few  friends  had  a  supper  at 
the  Imperial  Hotel  there  on  Friday  evening  last,  Mr.  J.  M. 
Cameron,  President  of  the  Association,  in  the  chair.  "  The 
Qaeen,"  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  and  the  local  Trade 
Association  having  been  toasted,  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  proposed 
"  The  Association,"  and  congratulated  the  members  on  their 
contributions.  He  was  assured  that  assistants  and  appren- 
tices in  Edinburgh  were  of  a  very  studious  type.  Nowhere 
else,  so  far  as  he  knew,  had  they  such  facilities  for  acquiring 
knowledge;  and  now,  not  later  in  life,  was  the  time  for 
it.  With  much  good  advice  as  to  the  value  of  education, 
and  the  benefit  to  the  individual  when  it  is  applied, 
Mr.  Currie  led  up  to  the  possibility  of  someone  amongst 
them  restoring  to  the  profession  that  esprit  de  corps  which 
had  in  some  measure  been  lost,  for  if  there  were  sufficient  of 
that  among  those  who  held  the  statutory  qualification  to 
refuse  service  with  limited  companies  and  drug-stores,  the 
evil  would  vanish  to-morrow  without  the  aid  of  legislation. 
In  Glasgow  they  had  had  some  very  uphill  work,  but  they 
were  making  progress.  They  might  be  surprised  to  know 
that  in  that  city  the  number  of  chemists'  assistants  was 
probably  less  than  half  the  number  in  Edinburgh.  The  great 
curse  of  pharmacy  in  Glasgow  was  the  doctors'  shops,  and  it 
was  sad  to  think  that  in  the  second  city  of  the  empire 


(meaning  Glasgow)  the  condition  of  pharmacy  was  at  & 
lower  ebb,  perhaps,  than  in  aDy  other  city  or  town  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  toast  was  acknowledged  by  the- 
Chairman,  and  otbers  followed.  The  proceedings  were 
pleasantly  diversified  by  songs,  recitations,  and  instrumental' 
music. 

A  Fire. 

Last  week  a  fire  broke  out  at  the  Parkburn  Chemical - 
works,  Kirkintilloch.  A  quantity  of  black  varnish  was  in- 
course  of  manufacture,  and  a  workman  was  pouring  naphtha- 
into  a  boiler  when  the  liquid  exploded,  and  immediately  the 
shed  was  in  a  blaze.  The  man  was  on  the  top  of  the 
boiler,  and  how  he  escaped  injury  i?  unaccountable.  The 
damage  done  by  the  fire  was  about  2002. 

Personal. 

Mr.  Stanley  J.  Muir,  chief  assistant  to  Professor  Ferguson 
in  the  Glasgow  University  Chemical  Laboratory,  and  Secret 
tary  to  the  Scottish  Section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical' 
Industry,  has  been  appointed  a  chemist  to  the  Cassel  Gold 
Extracting  Company,  and  proceeds  to  Denver,  Colorado, 
immediately  to  take  up  his  duties. 

A  Mortar- and-Pestle  Explosion. 

Mr.  Arthur  Allan,  an  assistant  to  Me3srs.  Tatlock  &  Read- 
man,  analytical  chemists,  Edinburgh,  was  lectuiing  at  Heriot 
last  Saturday  evening  on  "  The  Air  we  Breathe,"  and  for 
demonstration-purposes  was  mixing  some  chlorate  of  potas- 
sium and  black  oxide  of  manganese  in  a  mortar  when  he 
allowed  the  pestle  to  fall  heavily  from  his  hand  into  the 
vessel,  and  a  violent,  explosion  occurred.  His  right  hand/ 
and  right  cheek  and  eyes  were  badly  burnel,  and  he  is  now 
in  the  Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary,  where  he  is  recovering: 
slowly. 

Mo  Slander. 

Mr.  David  Ritchie,  chemist  and  druggist,  Aberdeen,  has 
had  to  defend  a  slander  action  in  the  local  Sheriff  Court. 
Some  time  ago  a  boy  went  into  his  shop  with  the  unusual 
request  of  "  a  shilling  for  two  sixpences."  Mr.  Ritchie  said 
they  were  bad,  and  asked  if  he  had  other  sixpences.  The 
boy  then  handed  him  is.,  and  asked  a  Is.  piece  in  exchange, 
whereupon  Mr.  Ritchie  banded  him  back  the  two  sixpences, 
kept  the  shilling,  accused  the  boy  of  tendering  base  coin, 
and  forcibly  dragged  him  into  a  room  at  the  back  of  his 
shop,  locked  him  in,  and  sent  for  a  policeman,  who  examined 
the  sixpences,  declared  them  to  be  quite  good,  and  declined1 
to  take  the  boy  into  custody.  The  boy's  father  afterwards 
started  the  slander  action,  and,  after  hearing  evidence,  the 
Sheriff  decided  in  favour  of  Mr.  Ritchie,  with  costs. 


tfvench  IKlem 


Deaths  by  Cyanide  of  Potassium.— A  sad  death  by 
accident  occurred  a  few  days  ago  at  Lyons.  M.  Monod,  a 
young  medical  student  belonging  to  a  family  much  respected 
in  that  town,  was  developing  photographic  negatives  in  a 
dark  room  and  asked  his  mother  to  bring  him  something  to 
drink.  He  placed  the  glass  she  gave  him  on  a  table,  and  a. 
few  minutes  later  he  took  up  another  by  mistake  containing 
cyanide  of  potassium,  the  contents  of  which  he  drank  ;  death 
was  instantaneous.  Another  young  medical  student,  M. 
Albert  Emmerich,  attached  to  the  Hopital  des  Enfants 
Malades,  committed  suicide  last  Saturday  at  his  home,  Rue 
Oudmot,  Paris,  by  drinking  the  contents  of  a  bottle  of  cyanide 
of  potassium.  His  parents'  refusal  to  sanction  his  marriage 
was  the  cause  of  this  act,  and  he  had  already  endeavoured 
to  commit  suicide  in  company  with  the  object  of  his  blighted 
affections  by  taking  prussic  acid. 

The  Council  op  Hygiene— The  Council  of  Hygiene 
and  Salubrity  of  the  Seine  bas,  on  the  suggestion  of  M.  Riche, 
Director  of  the  Municipal  Laboratory,  condemned  the  use  of 
indiarubber  rings  containing  oxide  of  zinc  for  tins,  &c, 
containing  articles  of  food,  because  they  are  dangerous. — In 
view  of  tbe  fact  that  in  a  question  of  illegal  practice  of 
pharmacy  a  court  of  law  may  order  an  officine  to  be  closed, 
but  has  no  authority  to  confiscate  the  medicaments  illegally 
composed,  tte  Council  expressed  the  wish  that  the  Paris 
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Prefect  of  Police  should  draw  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  subject,  before  the  proposed  law  on  the  Exercise 
of  Pharmacy  comes  before  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  for 
discussion  again.  Matters  of  confiscation  are  provided  for 
by  the  law  of  July  19,  1845,  as  reaatds  the  sale  and  use  of 
venomous  substances',  and  the  Courcil  is  of  opinion  that  it 
should  be  made  to  apply  also  to  persons  telling  drugs  or 
medicines  illicitly. 

Pharmacists  and  Sistehs  of  Mercy.— On  March  7 
a  case  of  appeal  was  heaid  at  Nimes,  brought  by  the  Syndi- 
cate of  the  Lozere  Department  against  a  judgment  given 
■under  the  following  circumstai  oes.  M.  Barnouin,  pharmacist 
at  Villefort,  and  the  syndicate  of  pharmacists  of  the  Depart- 
ment, brought  an  action  against  Sister  Victoria,  of  the 
Trinitaires  Order,  for  illegal  pi  actice  of  pharmacy,  the  sister 
being  manageress  of  the  phaimacy  attached  to  the  Villefort 
Hospital.  The  Major  oE  the  town,  M.  Reboul,  also  appeared 
as  a  defendant,  in  bis  position  as  president  of  the  Hospital 
Committee.  The  tribunal  of  Mende  had  condemned  Sister 
Victoria  to  pay  a  fine  of  EC  Of.  with  50f.  damages,  at  the 
same  time  declaring  M.  Reboul  civilly  responsible,  but  the 
application  for  an  order  to  have  the  pharmacy  closed  was 
refused.  It  was  against  tbis  decision  that  M.  Barnouin  and 
the  syndicate  appealed.  The  Court  upheld  the  decision  of 
the  lower  tribunal,  and  ordered  the  pharmacy  managed  by 
Sister  Victoria  10  be  closed. 

The  Practice  op  Medicine  in  France  by  foreigners 
seems  to  have  arrived  at  an  acute  stage.  It  is  stated  that 
the  Faculty  of  Medicice  is  so  crowded  that  foreign  students 
are  being  refused  admission,  and  a  movement  is  on  foot  to 
grant  no  more  diplomas  to  foreigners  authorising  them  to 
practise  in  France,  except  under  special  conditions.  The 
Council  of  State  gave  a  decision  a  few  days  ago  on  a  delicate 
question  in  this  cornexion.  Previous  to  the  existing  law, 
pissed  in  1892  relative  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  the 
Government  would  authorise  foreign  practitioners  toestablish 
•themselves  in  Fraree  in  virtun  of  a  clause  of  the  law  of 
Ventsie  19,  Year  XI.  Article  28  of  t-he  new  law  states  that 
foreign  doctors  who  had  been  authorised  to  practise  before 
it  canae  into  operation  would  continue  to  enjoy  such  privilege 
*'  on  the  conditions  under  which  it  had  been  given."  The„ 
Council  of  State  has  decided  that  permissions  given  under 
the  law  of  Ven<6se  Year  XI.  are  revocable;  consequently 
they  decide  that  a  foreign  practitioner  against  whom  a  test 
case  was  brought  has  no  longer  the  right  to  exercise  iris  pro- 
fession in  France.  This  decision  ieterests  a  considerable 
number  of  foreign  doctors  in  the  couatry. 

False  Witnesses. — The  tribulations  of  a  Paris  phar- 
macist, M.  Mac  Auliffe,  with  a  ladv  neighbour  were  reported 
in  the  G.  &  D.  of  November  17,  1894,  in  which  four  female 
witnesses  gave  evidence  to  the  effect  that  the  plaintiff,  a 
Mme  Royer,  hid  been  assaulted  by  the  pharmacist,  which 
resulted  in  bis  being  mulcted  in  25f.  fine  and  lOOf.  damages. 
He  lodged  a  complaint  of  false  evidence,  which  was  duly 
heard,  bat  resulted  in  the  acquittal  of  the  witnesses.  M. 
Mac  Auliffe  carried  the  case  to  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  has 
recently  obtained  a  verdict  in  his  favour.  Fuller  inquiry 
satisfied  the  Court  that  the  scene  related  by  the  witnesses 
never  took  place,  and  in  fact  could  not  have  happened.  In 
the  first  prosecution  a  certificate  was  produced,  signed  by  a 
medical  man,  testifying  to  the  bruises  on  Mme.  Royer'sbody, 
but  he  has  been  forced  to  admit  that  he  supplied  the 
certificate  on  the  plaintiff's  application  without  verifying  the 
truth  of  her  statement.  The  judge  sentenced  the  four 
women  each  to  three  years'  imprisonment  with  50f.  fine.  M. 
Mao  Auliffe  claimed  a  nominal  6um  of  If.  as  damages,  which 
was  awarded  him,  and  the  original  judgment  against  him 
will  be  revoked. 

Laying  in  Stock  of  Black  Manganese.— According 
to  the  French  press  the  following  extraordinary  instance  of 
red-tapeism  has  just  come  to  light  in  Paris.  t  The  French 
Government  Department  of  the  Telegraph  Service  has  been 
in  the  habit  of  purchasing  from  30  to  40  tons  of  binoxide  of 
manganese  yearly  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  telegraph- 
poles  Last  year  it  was  decided  to  order  a  special  quantity 
of  200  tons  above  the  ordinary  requirements,  to  provide  for  an 
extra  demand  consequent  upon  an  extension  of  the  telegraph 
svstem.  By  some  mistake  the  order  was  given  twice  over, 
400  tons  being  actually  purchased.    Moreover,  it  was  neg- 


lected, before  ordering,  to  take  stock  of  tbe  quantity  m 
existence,  and  the  consequence  was,  when  the  400  tons 
arrived,  they  were  stored  with  the  old  stock  in  the  ware- 
house of  the  telegraph  service  in  the  Rue  Bertrand,  Pari-, 
and  there  left  to  await  events.  Shortly  afterwards,  the 
administration  of  the  telegraph,  finding  its  warehouse  too 
small,  had  a  new  one  built  on  the  Boulevard  Brune,  into 
which,  before  the  building  was  quite  finished,  they  ordered 
the  whole  of  the  stock  of  binoxide  of  manganese  to  be 
removed.  This  was  done,  and,  according  to  the  regulations, 
the  keeper  of  the  new  warehouse  signed  a  declaration  of 
receipt,  which  was  forwarded  to  his  colleague  of  the  ware- 
house in  the  Rue  Bertrand.  Two  months  later,  the  Budget 
for  1896  was  made  tip,  and  according  to  custom  a  printed 
form  was  sent  around  to  the  various  State  warehouses, 
enumerating  the  various  articles  supposed  to  be  in  stock 
there,  and  asking  what  quantity  was  available.  Such  a 
form  was  sent  to  the  warehouse- keeper  in  the  Rue  Bertrand, 
but  as  the  new  warehouse  on  the  Boulevard  Brune  was  not, 
quite  finished,  no  such  form  was  forwarded  there.  Tija 
warehouse-keeper  in  the  Rue  Bertrand  inscribed  the  word4 
"  nil  "  after  the  question  relating  to  his  stock  of  binoxid&of 
manganese,  and  not  being  asked  specially  for  any  informa- 
tion, he  omitted  to  state  that  he  had  forwarded  the  whole 
of  his  supply  to  another  warehouse.  When  the  forms  were 
received  at  headquarters,  great  astonishment  wa3  expressed* 
at  there  beiDg  no  binoxide  of  manganese  in  stock  whatever, 
and  to  provide  for  these  requirements  a  fresh  order  of 
100  tons  was  given  out.  This  was  executed  in  due  time,  and 
taken  to  the  new  warehouse,  and  added  to  the  400  tons 
already  existing,  the  total  cost  of  the  stock  beicg  ahou1; 
6,0002.  The  matter  would  probably  have  never  leaked  out 
had  it  not  happened  that  shortly  after  the  last  order  was 
given  tbe  telegraph  administration  adopted  an  improved 
system  of  wood-preserving,  which  did  away  entirely  with 
the  bicoxide  of  manganese.  The  warehouses  were  then 
looked  through  again,  and  the  entire  stock  discovered. 
What  is  goiDg  to  happen  now  our  French  contemp:raries 
do  not  say;  but  they  want  to  know  "if  somebody  ain't 
goin'  to  be  whopped  for  this." 


foreign  ano  Colonial  flews. 


Fluid  Magnesia  in  Brazil — The  Brazilian  duty  on 
fluid  magnesia  has  been  considerably  increased  lately  in 
order  to  help  a  local  manufacturer,  as  hinted  previously 
(p.  309).  The  retail  price  of  Murray's  b  and  in  Rio  has  been 
raised  from  1,800  reis  to  3,000  reis  per  bottle. 

Fire  at  a  Continental  Wholesale  Druggist's.— Tn 
the  night  of  February  17  the  vegetable-drug  warehouse  of 
E.  Neufeld,  Konigsgasse,  Budapest,  was  discovered  to  be  on 
fire.  The  building  and  stock  were  completely  destrojed,  and 
much  harm  was  done  to  the  adjoinirjg  drug- warehouse  of 
Goldschmidt  &  Detsenyi.  The  damaee  ia  rhe  case  of  the 
first-named  firm  is  computed  at  10,0003  ,  in  that  of  the 
last-named  at  20,000fl. 

Transvaal  Cyanide  Monopoly. — A  Pretoria  corre- 
spondent states  that  the  Staats  Courant  contains  a  dra'fc 
contract  between  the  Government  of  tbe  South  African 
Republic  and  Joseph  Dubrucq,  "engineer  and  Consul  of  the 
Congo  State  at  Pretoria."  The  contract  is  for  the  manu- 
facture of  cyanide  of  potassium  on  the  bonus  system.  Tbe 
draft  provides  that  the  contractor  is  to  receive  a  bonus  of 
5  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  cyanide  produced,  while  he- 
has  to  give  the  Government  20  per  cent,  of  the  profits  re- 
maining after  6  per  cent  on  the  capital  is  provided  for. 

Fihe  in  an  Austrian  Chemical-factory.— The- 
building  in  which  the  extracts  of  the  firm  of  G  Hell  &  Co., 
of  Komorau,  in  Austria,  are  manufactured  was  burnt- 
down  on  March  5,  as  tbe  result  of  an  explosion  of  a  vessel 
containing  ether.  The  buildiDg  which  was  destroyed  con- 
tained twenty  vacuum  pans  and  other  apparatus  for  manu- 
facturing extracts,  as  well  as  a  section  of  the  plaster 
department,  and  the  department  for  manufacturing 
petroleum- jelly.  It  is  estimated  that  three  months  will  be- 
required  to  repair  the  damage.  The  total  lo;s  in  the  valu« 
of  machinery  and  stock  destroyed  alone  amounts  to  about 
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28,000  florins,  which  is  not  completely  covered  by  insurance. 
Three  men  were  seriously  injured. 

Quinine-manufacture  in  India. — The  Government  of 
India  are  considering  the  advisability  of  taking  over  the 
manufacture  of  quinine  in  India  as  an  Imperial  matter,  on 
account  of  the  rapidly-increasing  demand  for  the  drug  at  the 
Mungpoh  factory,  near  Darjeeling.  The  demand  for  cheap 
packets  of  quinine  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
Bengal  Government,  who  now  carry  on  the  factory,  can  no 
longer  keep  pace  with  it  unless  money  be  voted  for  the 
extension  of  the  works.  Mungpoh  provided  7,560  lbs.  in 
1894-95,  and  the  estimated  demand  for  the  current  year  is 
8,450  lbs.  This  latter  figure  does  not  include  any  supplies  to 
Bombay,  Madras,  Burma,  and  Port  Blair,  which  will  have  to 
depsnd  entirely  in  future  on  the  Madras  quinine- factory. 

An  Alcohol-consuming  Coepsb. — About  eight  months 
ago  a  murderer  was  executed  at  Rostock,  in  Germany,  and 
his  body  handed  over  to  the  University  for  anatomical  pur- 
poses. The  professor  to  whom  it  was  given  ordered  the 
dissecting-room  attendant  to  keep  the  corpse  in  alcohol,  as 
he  intended  to  make  use  of  it  for  some  special  scientific  in- 
vestigation. In  December  the  professor  died,  without  haviDg 
the  time  to  conduct  the  experiment  he  bad  in  view,  and  no 
further  orders  were  given  to  the  attendant,  who  continued 
with  the  utmost  precision  to  change  the  alcohol  at  stated 
periods,  according  to  the  professor's  instructions.  This  was 
not  discovered  until  the  accounts  for  the  year  were  gone 
into,  when  it  was  found  that  no  fewer  than  500  litres  of  spirit 
had  been  consumed  by  the  murderer  since  his  death. 

The  Mibaculous  Ointment.— La  Farinacia  Espanola 
reproduces  the  following  handbill,  which  is  being  distributed 
in  the  Church  of  Santa  Catalina,  in  Valencia : — "  In  the  Convent 
of  the  Venerable  Mother  an  ointment  is  prepared,  from  many 
ingredients,  which  cures  in  a  miraculous  manner  sores, 
tumours,  and  other  affections,  and  which  is  given  away  for 
the  love  of  God.  When  the  first  batch  made  was  nearly 
exhausted  the  sisters  set  about  making  another,  but  the 
ointment  did  not  turn  out  well,  for  the  sisters  could  not  re- 
member the  length  of  time  it  was  to  remain  on  the  fire.  The 
recipe  gave  no  information.  The  sisters  then  asked  advice 
•of.  Mother  Ine3,  who  immediately  fell  into  a  trance.  On 
coming  to  herself  again  she  said,  '  I  have  found  in  Purgatory 
the  soul  of  an  apothecary  called  Joseph,  who  told  me  this 
ointment  must  be  boiled  exactly  three  hours.'  The  ointment 
turned  out  beautifully,  and  the  sisters  continue  to  make 
it  to  this  day  with  equal  success."  This  wonderful  ointment 
is  nothing  but  the  Unguentum  balsamicu-m,  or  compound 
ointment  of  elemi,  whicn,  before  its  formula  was  included 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  was  a  rich  source  of  revenue  to  con- 
vents. 


Hustralasian  IRem 


The  following  notes  are  based  upon  information  contained 
in  the  February  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
Australasia  published  at  Melbourne.  Copies  of  that  journal 
{price  6d.  each)  may  be  had  from  the  publisher,  42  Cannon 
Street,  E  C. 

Commercial  Tbavellers  in  New  Zealand. — The 
following  note  from  New  Zealand  in  our  Australian  journal 
seems  to  dispose  of  the  suggestion  recently  made  in  this 
journal  that  no  British  drug-travellers  visit  New  Zealand : — 
'■  Mr.  Loxton,  representing  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co., 
paid  Wellington  and  district  a  visit  in  January.  He  is 
one  of  those  who  pay  the  501  travellers'  poll-tax  and 
smiles ;  some  pay  it  and  don't  smile  ;  others  don't  pay  it  at 
all.  The  natural  result  of  the  tax  will  be  fewer  travellers 
and  better  returns  for  those  who  do  come.  Hitherto  New 
Z  aaland  has  been  overrun  with  English,  American,  and  inter- 
colonial travellers  to  such  an  extent  that  they  were  becoming 
a  nuisance." 

A  Pharmaceutical  Police  Magistrate  —Mr.  Edward 
L.  Rowling,  police  magistrate  a?  Balranald,  N.S.W.,  who 
recently  died  there,  at  the  age  of  76,  had  formerly  been  a 
chemist.  He  was  a  native  oF  Devonport,  in  England,  and  as 
a  boy  was  apprenticed  to  the  merchant  navy.  He  was  ship- 
wrecked, picked  up  by  an  Australian  bound  vessel,  and  made 
his  way  to  Bathursr,  wh?re  he  found  work.    After  fifteen 


years'  bush  life  he  joined  his  brother,  a  chemist  at  Parra- 
matta,  and  after  his  brother's  death  carried  on  the  business 
himself  for  over  twenty- five  years.  Afterwards  he  was 
offered  the  position  of  police  magistrate,  which  he  filled  for 
some  eighteen  years.  His  pharmaceutical  experience  was 
often  called  into  account,  people  coming  to  him  for  advice 
if  no  doctor  was  at  hand. 

Australasian  Honey  and  Beeswax. — The  question  of 
the  sale  of  Australasian  products  is  looked  after  so  closely  by 
the  Australasian  representatives  in  Europe  that  the  Tasmanian 
Agent-General  in  London,  Sir  Kobert  Herbert,  recently 
thought  it  worth  while  to  advise  the  Premier,  Sir  Edward 
Braddon,  that  a  Mr.  Tallack  has  been  successful  in  placing 
1  cwt.  of  Tasmanian  honey  at  27s.  6d ,  which,  he  said,  is 
considerably  above  the  price  usually  realised.  The  Agent- 
General  advises  the  Tasmanian  producers  to  turn  their 
attention  towards  beeswax.  There  is  practically  an  un- 
limited market  for  a  perfectly  pure  wax  of  good  colour,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  a  good  trade  should  not  spring  up 
in  this  direction  between  the  colony  and  the  mother 
country.  It  is  a  singular  commentary  on  this  statement  that 
the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Department  states  that  the 
Colonial  Ammunition  Company,  of  Auckland,  has  had 
considerable  difficulty  in  procuring  sufficient  supplies  of 
beeswax. 

Prescribing  Chemists  in  Victobia — In  the  case  of 
Terry  v.  Evans,  the  Victorian  Bench  decided  recently  that 
it  is  illegal  for  a  chemist,  to  prescribe  or  practise  medicine 
or  surgery  unless  he  prove  that  in  so  doing  he  has  acted  in 
accordance  with  the  rights  and  privileges  enjoyed  by  chemists 
prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  in  1876,  which  are 
dependent  upon  the  rights  enjoyed  at  the  passing  of  the 
Medical  Act  in  1862.  The  only  way  in  which  this  can  be 
proved  is  by  bringing  into  court  chemists  who  can  take  an 
oath  that  they  were  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  in  their  shops 
before  1862  and  between  1862  and  1876.  There  would  then 
be  the  question  of  law  as  to  whether  in  doing  so  they  acted 
within  their  legal  rights.  As  in  a  few  years  it  will  become 
impossible  to  bring  forward  evidence  on  these  points, 
it  is  urged  that  chemists  should  at  once  take  some 
means  of  bringing  the  question  definitely  before  the  Courts. 
Some  suitable  case  should  be  chosen  in  which  the  issue  is 
clearly  defined,  so  that  the  result  cannot  turn  on  side 
issues.  To  the  older  chemists  who  in  the  course  of  nature 
will  soon  be  passing  off  the  field  the  question  is  of  little 
importance ;  but  to  the  younger  men  it  may  become  very 
serious. 

Phabmact  in  Westebn  Austbalia. — The  number  of 
registered  chemists  in  Western  Australia  has  increased  from 
28  in  December,  1892  (when  the  local  Pharmaceutical 
Society  was  formed),  to  about  70  at  the  present  time.  The 
Western  Australian  chemists  have  succeeded  in  getting  a 
Pharmacy  Act  passed  which  gives  them  ahandsome  monopoly, 
for  under  it  neither  colonial  nor  any  other  certificates 
are  registrable.  The  penalties  imposed  by  the  Poisons 
Act  are  very  high,  any  person  selling  poisons  contrary 
to  the  Act  being  liable  to  a  fine  of  100£.  or  twelve 
months'.  The  Act  states  that  the  person  on  whose  behalf 
the  poison  is  sold  is  deemed  the  seller,  and  the  assistant 
who  sells  is  also  liable  to  the  same  penalty.  This  latter  is 
deemed  necessary  to  prevent  any  assistant  who  might  have 
a  grievance  with  his  employer  from  purposely  contravening 
the  Act.  Business  hours  vary  very  much.  In  Perth  the 
usual  hours  are  from  8  to  11 ;  in  Fremantle  from  8  to  9.30. 
The  duty  on  all  drugs  is  15  per  cent.,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions ;  eucalyptus  oil,  mineral  waters,  toilet-powders,  &c, 
toilet-soap,  20  per  cent. ;  tinctures  pay  spirit-duty.  The 
only  line  (connected  with  the  trade)  which  comes  in  free  is 
carbolic  disinfectants  Almost  all  doctors  in  Perth  or 
Fremantle  do  their  own  dispensing,  or  else  send  their  pre- 
scriptions to  a  particular  shop,  which  they  eithtr  own  them- 
selves or  in  which  they  have  a  monetary  interest,  or  else 
they  receive  25  per  cent  commission.  People  still  flock  to  the 
goldfields.  In  December  10,000  new  comers  landed  in  the 
colony.  The  population  about  three  years  ago  was  about 
60  000:  in  less  than  two  years  it  will  be  over  200,000. 
Though  the  immigrants  all  land  at  Fremantle  the  towns- 
people there  scarcely  see  them,  for  before  night  they  are 
scattered  over  the  country.  The  train  for  Southern  Cross  is 
laterally  packed  every  day. 
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ftbe  Winter  Session, 


MIDLAND  CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  meetiDg  held  on  Wednesday,  March  11,  "  short 
papers  "  were  the  order  of  the  night.  Mr.  F.  Foster  read 
the  first,  entitled — 

Photographic  Notes. 

This  referred  chiefly  to  the  Eontgen  rays.  In  taking 
shadow-pictures  by  that  light  the  exposure  may  be  shortened 
by  warming  the  plate  to  about  100°  F.  Collodion-plates  are 
remarkably  insensitive  to  the  rays.  A  pure  gelatino-bromide 
emulsion,  in  the  form  of  a  highly-sensitised  plate,  gives  the 
best  results.  After  explaining  at  some  length  the  various 
theories  put  forward  as  to  what  Rontgen's  rays  actually  are, 
Mr.  Foster  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  they  are  longitudinal 
waves  in  the  ether.  A  spark,  he  said,  would  cot  pass  through 
a  perfect  vacuum ;  therefore  it  was  necessary  for  molecules 
of  some  kind  to  exist  in  the  Crcokes  tube,  but  these  mole- 
cules were  as  far  removed  from  gaseous  matter  as  gaseous  is 
from  liquid. 

The  next  paper  read  was  by  Mr.  T.  C.  Clarke  on — 

Granular  Effbrvescents. 

Referring  to  the  B.P.  method,  as  exhibited  in  sodii  phos 
eff.,  the  author  said  that  the  heat  of  a  water-bath  is  best 
The  granulation  may  be  done  admirably  with  a  fork  having 
three  or  four  prongs  so  bent  as  to  be  from  ^  inch  to  &  inch 
apart.  In  effervescent  salts  there  are  two  essentials — base 
and  active  principle.  After  many  experiments  the  author 
had  found  the  following  the  best  base : — 

Parts 

Bicarbonate  of  soda   17 

Citric  acid  . .      . .       . .       . .      . .       . ,  6 

Tartaric  acid   6 

White  sugar   9 

The  finished  preparation  is  slightly  acid,  which  is  an  advan- 
tage. The  active  ingredient  is  mixed  with  the  base  in  the 
proportion  requited.  The  method  of  granulation  which  Mr. 
Clarke  favoured  is  as  follows  : — 

Place  an  enamelled  basin  with  an  oval  bottom  over  a  water-bath,  and 
when  quite  hot  and  dry  add,  say,  J  lb.  of  the  ready-mixed  powder.  Allow 
to  remain  about  a  quarter  of  a  minute  (longer  or  shorter,  according  to 
temperature),  when  the  powder  begins  to  "  cake."  Now  take  the  fork,  and 
so  manipulate  it  as  to  make  the  whole  of  the  salt  pass  through  its  prongs. 
Remove  from  the  source  of  heat  and  continue  trituration,  gradually  diminish- 
ing the  pressure  until  the  granules  become  cold  and  brittle.  The  size 
of  the  granules  depends  greatly  upon  the  rate  of  trituration,  therefore  too 
much  energy  is  to  be  avoided. 

The  drying,  he  explained,  is  best  done  by  the  sun.  The 
mixture  loses  A  of  its  weight  by  granulation.  With  regard 
to  cost  the  autnor  stated  that  mag.  cit.  efferves.  cost  him  lid. 
per  lb.,  against  the  manufacturers'  prica  Is.  3d,  Antipyrin, 
5  gr.  in  1  dr.,  he  made  at  5s.  per  lb.  against  manufac- 
turers' Is. 

The  third  paper,  entitled 

Dispensing  Queries, 
was  read  by  Mr.  H.  M.  Bindloss,  who  called  attention  to 
the  advisability  of  some  rale  being  established  as  to  the 
style  of  bottle  in  which  gargles,  throat-sprays,  &c,  should  be 
dispensed.  He  favoured  a  bottle  intermediate  between  the 
blue  fluted  poison-bottle, and  the  white-glass  dispensing  bottle, 
and  said  that  all  applications  not  intended  for  the  mouth  or 
nostrils  would  be  dispensed  in  the  ordinary  blue  poison- bottle. 
Mr.  Bindloss  next  pointed  out  the  advisability  of  always 
attaching  a  "  shake  the  bottle"  label  when  dispensing  an 
alkaloidal  solution  in  a  mixture  containing  an  alkali.  He 
next  drew  attention  to  the  capacity  of  ointment-pots  being 
adjusted  according  to  avoirdupois  instead  of  troy,  so  that 
for  1  oz.  of  ointment  in  many  cases  a  l^-cz  jar  would  be 
required.  Ointments  should  be  weighed,  and  the  smallest 
jar  chosen  which  will  hold  that  quantity.  Reference  was 
also  made  to  a  recent  suggestion  to  add  the  sugar  to 
the  iron-sulphate  solution  in  making  mist,  ferri  co.,  which 
Mr.  Bindloss  objected  to  because  (1)  the  sugar  has  a  re- 
markable power  in  extracting  and  diffusing  the  aromatic 


fragrance  of  the  myrrh ;  (2)  if  lump  sugar  be  used  (which 
he  recommended)  the  myrrh  can  be  powdered  quicker  and 
finer,  and  the  resulting  emulsion  is  better  than  without  the 
sugar. 

In  conclusion  he  handed  round  copies  of  several  pre- 
scriptions having  slight  peculiarities  which  had  come  under 
his  notice,  and  such  of  them  as  are  worthy  of  reproduction 
we  subjoin : — 

Quin.  sulph.   ..  ..  gr.  iij. 

Ac.  hydroch.  dil.  . .       . .       . .       . .  HI  v. 

Ammon.  carb.    gr.  v. 

Aq.  chlorof .  ad  ..  ..       ..  Si. 

The  only  satisfactory  way  of  dispensing  this  he  found 
was  to  neutralise  the  aiid  with  the  am.  carb,,  rub  the  quin. 
sulph.  with  mucilage,  and  add  the  one  to  the  other. 

Bismuth  carb.  ..       ..       ..       ..  gr.  cxx. 

Potass,  bicatb.  . .       . .  "    . .   '    . .  gr.  xc. 

Spt.  am.  arom.  ..       ..       ..'      ..  3iij . 

Tr.  card.  co.  . .  . .       . .       . ,       . .  ">iij. 

Aq.  calcis  ad    'viij. 

The  colour  of  the  tinctur.  card.  co.  in  the  above  is  dis- 
charged. 

Zinoi  brom  gr.  xvj. 

Sodii  brom.     ..  ..       ..       ..  3ss. 

Tr.  nucis  vom.         ..       ..       ..       ..    ltl  xlv. 

Aq.  ad   .,       ..    S  viij . 

A  flocculent  precipitate  occurrs  in  this  ;  2  drops  of  hjdro- 
bromic  acid  is  sufficient  to  clear  it,  and  should  be_added. 


PLYMOUTH  AND  DISTRICT  CHEMISTS' 
ASSOCIATION. 
A  good  attendance  of  members  at  a  meeting  of  the  a,bove- 
at  the  Foresters'  Hall,  Plymouth,  on  Monday  last,  con- 
sidered the  candidature  of  Mr.  C.  J.  Park,  the  President,  as 
a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  Replying  to 
various  questions  of  trade  interest  which  were  put  to  him, 
Mr.  Park  declared  in  favour  of  increasing  the  number  of 
chemists  and  druggists  on  the  Council ;  of  giving  associates 
(in  business)  the  privileges  of  members  of  the  Society  in 
proportion ;  of  adding  to  the  poisons  schedule  such  as 
carbolic  acid,  &c. ;  and  was  also  strongly  in  favour  of  early 
closing  as  expressed  in  Sir  J.  Lubbock's  Bill.  After  hearing 
the  views  of  several  present,  Mr.  G.  Breeze,  J.P.,  pioposed— 

That  this  mseting  of  the  members  of  the  Plymouth  and  District 
Chemists'  Association  heartily  approves  of  Mr.  0.  J.  Park,  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  of  Mutley,  Plymouth,  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Coimcil  of  the  Phamaa^uticat  Society  of  Great  Britain,  and  will 
support  him  at  the  coming  election,  and  strongly  recommends  all 
members  and  associates  to  vote  for  him  at  the  election  in  May  next. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Hunt,  and  supported  by 
Messrs.  F.  Maitland,  W.  H.  Woods,  and  others,  and  carried 
unanimously.  [An  election  address  is  printed  in  our  Supple- 
ment]   

PHARMACEUTICAL  CHEMISTS'  AND  APOTHECARIES' 
ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION  OF  IRELAND. 

The  first  meeting  of  this  Association  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Societv,  Dublin,  was  held  )here  on  Friday. 
March  13,  when  there  was  a  record  attendance,  close  on  100 
beiDg  present.  Amongst  the  visitors  were  Dr.  Duffy, 
Government  Inspector ;  Drs.  Ninian  Falkiner,  H.  U.  Byrne, 
and  J.  A.  Walsh;  Mr.  John  Smith,  Professor  C.  R.  C.  Tich 
borne,  Dr.  Lemon,  Mr  J.  S.  Corcoran,  Mr.  Corngan,  Coun- 
cillor Henry  Conyngham,  and  Mr.  James  B.  Alister,  &c.  Mr. 
W.  F.  Wells,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  was 
voted  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Wells,  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  gave  the 
Association  a  cordial  welcome  to  their  house.  The  Council, 
he  said,  were  most  anxious  to  assist  them,  for  they 
recognised  that  it  was  to  their  interest  to  advance  the 
assistants  and  students  of  pharmacy.  The  more  highly  the 
thinking-powers  of  the  assistants  we:e  developed  the  betier 
would  it  be  for  them  and  their  employers.  He  proceeded  to 
refer  to  the  advantages  of  such  associations,  and  to  the 
endeavours  made  by  his  Society  to  foster  a  spirit  of  inquiry 
amongst  the  members,  stating  that  the  Council  ha?e  an  idea. 
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of  again  trying  the  t xperiment  of  evening  meetings  and 
opening  a  reading  room  for  the  students  to  which  assistants 
and  apprentices  could  resort  for  friendly  intercourse,  and  it 
is  the  hope  of  the  Council  thit  the  Association  will  further 
that  experiment. 

After  some  formal  business  the  Chairman  called  upon  Dr. 
Ninian  Falkiner  to  give  his  lecture  on 

The  History  of  Pharmacy. 

The  lecturer  commenced  with  an  apology  for  inability  to 
get  up  h!s  subject  as  he  had  wished,  and  proceeded  in  an 
entertaining  style  to  refer  to  the  rise  of  medicine,  showing 
that  the  history  of  pharmacy  is  the  history  of  the  world. 
Reference  was  made  to  the  practice  of  medicine  by  the 
ancient  Egyptians  and  in  the  Eist.  After  carrying  his 
audience  with  him  through  ancient  lore  up  to  the  time  of 
Homer,  Dr.  Falkiner  mide  a  sudden  leap  to  the  sixteenth 
century  and  the  g.-owtb  of  modern  medicine  in  our  own 
country  from  that  perind,  in  this  connection  drawing  infor- 
mation from  Berdoo's  "Origin  and  Growth  of  the  Healing 
Art  "  and  Bell  and  Redwood's  "  Progress  of  Pharmacy." 

Reference  was  next  made  to  the  Pharmacopoeia,  Dr. 
Falkine'-  trea'iog  this  a'so  historically.  Speaking  of  the 
British  Pharmacopce'a  as  it  is  now,  he  said  it  may  be  viewed 
from  three  standpoints — (1)  student  and  teacher,  (2) 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  (3)  medical  practitioner. 
From  the  educational  standpoint  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  a 
casket  which  lequires  at  least  three  keys  to  unlock  it — one  of 
gold,  a  knowledge  of  chemistry;  the  second  of  silver,  a 
knowledge  of  bo'any  and  zoology  ;  and  the  third  of  iron,  the 
knowledge  of  expeiimenral  physics.  No  student  can  hope 
to  understand  the  work  unless  he  holds  the  three  keys.  For 
educational  purposes  h«  recommended  that  the  B.P.  should 
give  (I)  chem!cal  formulas  for  reaction?,  (2)  natural  orders 
of  vegetable  and  animal  products,  (3;  a  comprehensive 
glossary  of  the  terms  with  definitions,  (4)  explanations  of 
complex  tests  and  processes  As  a  pharmaceutical  chemist 
he  should  like  to  see  all  the  processes  definite,  and  that  when 
a  difficulty  in  manipulation  occurred  it  should  ba  mentioned 
nod  the  character  of  the  product  described.  The  lecturer 
briefly  commented  npon  some  pharmacopceial  formulas,  then 
spoke  of  the  book  from  the  medical  practitioner's  standpoint, 
condemning  some  old  and  advocating  some  new  galenicals 
and  processes.  The  lecturer  concluded  by  giving  the  young 
men  present  some  wholesome  advice. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Altster  (President  of  the  Association)  moved  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  him,  which  Mr.  W.  Payne  seconded,  and 
Mr  A? he  supported. 

Dr.  Duffy  said,  although  an  outsider,  he  felt  a  very  great 
interest  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  believed  that 
one  of  the  greatest  supports  the  Society  could  have  was  the 
support  of  the  fine  body  of  young  men  he  saw  present.  He 
was  glad  his  name  had  no  terror  for  the  students.  (Laugh- 
ter )  It  could  not  be  denied  that  the  formation  of  classes 
in  connection  with  !  he  Society  would  be  for  the  benefit  of 
pharmacy.  As  in  most  other  things,  the  secret  of  success  lay  in 
general  education  He  might  claim  the  credit  of  having 
insetted  one  or  two  things  in  the  pharmaceutical  curriculum, 
and  he  must  say  that  at  all  times  his  suggestions  received 
the  support  of  the  Society ;  and  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  still 
further  assist  the  Society  until  it  became  equal  in  every 
respect  to  the  sister  Association  in  England. 

Drs.  Walsh  aad  Bybne,  and  Mr.  Henry  Conyngham 
also  spoke. 

Mr.  Wells,  in  conveying  the  vote  of  thanks,  said  in 
Ireland  they  had  a  grievance  in  regard  to  the  compilation  of 
r.he  new  Pharmacopoeia.  There  was  not  a  word  of  referecce 
in  it  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  but  they  had  some  able 
men  on  the  committee,  who  would  do  their  duty.  The 
present  Pharmacopoeia  contained  a  number  of  things  not 
used  in  Dii'olia.  The  question  suggested  itself,  Did  they 
want  a  Pharmaoopreia  at  all?  Some  medical  men  did  not 
seem  to  ba  a-^are  that  such  a  volame  existed.  There  were 
in  Dublin,  however,  a  lot  of  medical  men  who  were  loyal  to 
it,  and  who  found  in  its  pages  enough  to  suit  their  require- 
ments Those  who  ignored  the  Pharmacopoeia  were  doing 
themselves  considerable  injury.  Sir  Richard  Quain  preached 
against  the  u=e  of  nostrums  as  calculated  to  ruin  the 
medical  man  and  the  pharmacist.  Mr.  Wells  condemned 
the  practice  of  chemists  using  short  cuts  through  the 
■Pharmacopoeia    With  respect  to  the  studants'  classes,  he 


said  the  Council  were  anxious  to  have  them,  but  they  were 
between  a  certain  individual  and  the  deep  sea.  If  started, 
they  were  accused  of  piliDg  on  the  agony  of  examinations. 
It  was  the  wish  of  the  Council  toeducite  the  students,  as  he 
for  one  did  not  believe  in  cramming.  The  Council  had  in 
view  the  formation  of  pharmacy  classes,  and  they  had 
decided  to  offer  a  prize  of  a  gold  medal  for  the  be?t  score  in 
the  twelvemonth's  examination,  and  if  the  funds  pi  rmitted 
they  wonld  award  a  silver  and  a  bronz3  medal;  but  the 
young  men  must  work  for  the  prizes.  They  would  not  give 
the  medals  for  mere  passes,  and  if  the  Association  wished  to 
supplement  these  prizes  by  one  of  its  owj  so  much  the 
better. 

Dr.  Falkiner  having  replied,  a  similar  compliment  was 
paid  to  Mr.  Wells  for  presiding;  and  Dr.  Walsh  and  Mr. 
Henry  Conyngham  were  elected  honorary  Vice  Presidents. 


WE3TERN  CHEMISry  ASSOCIATION  (OF  LONDON). 

The  comfortable  conditions  under  which  this  Association 
meets  merit  a  larger  gathering  than  there  was  at  the  West- 
bourne  Restaurant  on  Wednesday  evening,  when  the 

Prescribing  of  Proprietary  Preparations 
was  the  subject  of  discussion.    There  was  just  on  a  score  of 
members  present,  but  they  were  all  men  of  business,  and 
earnest  to  advance  the  interests  of  pharmacy. 

After  Mr.  Hyslop  (the  President)  had  got  through  pre- 
liminaries, he  called  npon  Mr.  R.  H.  Parker  to  open  the 
debate,  which  Mr.  Parker  did  in  a  sensible  and  strictly  ethical 
paper.  He  divided  proprietary  articles  into  six  sections, 
handing  each  one  present  a  copy  of  the  folio  wing  sy  no  psis  : — 

1.  Medicines  altogether  Secret. — Hollow  ly's  pills  and  ointment.  Seigel's 
syrup.   Powell's  balsam  of  aniseed. 

2.  Modern  (More  or  Less  Secret)  Preparations,  Composition  Supposed  to  be 
Known. — Fellows'  syrup.   Chlorodyne.  Lactopeptine. 

3.  Preparations  for  Doctors'  Dispensaries. — Mist,  bistnuthi  oo.  (Sellers). 
Mist,  tussi  co.  (Hewlett).   Liq.  rosfe  co.  (Richardson). 

4.  Special  Forms  of  Ordinary  Drugs.— Tabloids  (B.,  W.  &  Co.).  Palati" 
noids  (Oppenheimer).   Jelloids  ("Warriak). 

5.  Pharmacists'  Specialities. — Liq.  opii  seiativ.  (Battley).  Liq.  bismuthi 
(Schacht). 

6.  Chemists'  Specialities. —  intipyrin  (Knorr).  Phenaeetin  (Bayer) 
Lanolin  (B.,  W.  &  Co.). 

No.  1  scarcely  came  within  the  pale  of  discussion,  and 
Mr.  Parker  pu>  No.  3  in  the  same  category  as  preparations 
used  chiefly  by  medical  men  and  seldom  by  chemists.  He 
commented  upon  each  of  the  other  classes,  and  freely 
admitted  that  there  is  merit  in  many  of  them,  but  a  great 
deal  of  roguery  also,  although  he  did  not  say  that  of  any  of 
the  abo?e-mentioned.  Generally,  he  contended  that  (1) 
medical  men  have  now  such  an  imperfect  education  in  phar- 
macy that  they  are  easily  persuaded  by  travellers  for 
speciality- houses  to  prescribe  non-pharmacopoeial  prepara- 
tions ;  (2)  pharmacists  generally  are  sufficiently  competent 
to  assist  doctors  in  making  elegant  preparations  of  required 
medicines ;  and  (3)  many  specialities  are  not  what  they  seem 
or  what  they  are  said  to  be.  He  advocated  that  (1)  it  is 
against  the  spirit  of  true  science  and  inimical  to  the  progress 
of  pharmacy  for  any  connected  with  it  to  keep  secret  im- 
provements effected,  or  for  doctors  to  encourage  such 
conduct  by  prescribing  specialities,  and  (2)  a  chemical 
laboratory  and  physiological  laboratory  should  be  established 
on  an  independent  basis  where  all  "secrets"  should  be 
examined  as  to  their  composition  and  action,  and  if  not 
meeting  the  manufacturers'  claim  should  not  be  allowed 
to  be  sold  Incidentally  Mr.  Parker  read  a  letter  from  Sir 
Alfred  B  Garrod  corroborating  the  statement  that  he  had 
never  prescribed  propiietary  preparations,  and  concluded  by 
moving  the  following  resolution  : — 

That  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  the  practice  o£  prescribing  pro- 
prietary medicines  is  becoming  so  extensive  as  to  be  seriously 
injurious  to  the  progress  of  pharmacy,  and  detrimental  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  medical  profession,  and  considers  it  to  be  most 
desirable  that  all  prescribers  should  adopt  the  practice  of  writing 
preset iptions  without  the  name  of  any  particular  maker  attached 
so  that  they  may  be  dispensed  by  any  pharmacist  from  recognised 
and  published  formulae. 

Mr.  Martindale  continued  the  discussion,  stating  that 
while  Mr.  Parker's  standard  was  highly  ethical,  and,  he 
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thought,  unattainable,  he  gave  him  his  cordial  support,  for 
he  believed  that  there  was  an  evil  to  be  grappled  with. 
They  must  not,  however,  oveilook  the  fact  that  if  a  phar- 
macist worked  out  some  elegant  prf  paration  for  a  doctor  he 
deserved  to  get  what  credit  or  reward  there  might  be  in 
manufacturing  the  thing. 

Mr.  Tapltn  pointed  out  that  doctors  have  got  so  accus- 
tomed to  attaching  names  to  articles  that  they  often  use 
names  improperly.  He  had  had  prescriptions  for  salophen 
(Corbyn)  and  Other  Things  (Corbyn)  which  that  firm  dis- 
claimed any  connection  with. 

Mr.  Fbbdk.  Andrews,  who  seconded  the  motion,  said 
that  the  practice  of  prescribing  proprietaries  was  rapidly 
making  patients  do  without  doctors  and  chemists. 

The  Chairman,  in  calling  upon  Mr.  Parker  to  reply,  said 
that  pharmacy  is  going  upward,  not  downward.  Since  the 
Pharmaceul ical  Society  had  commc-riced  its  scheme  of 
education  medical  students  were  relieved  of  pharmaceutical 
subjects,  so  that  pharmacists  should  take  that  branch  of 
their  work — dispensing.  He  thought  that  in  this  matter  of 
proprietaries  they  could  not  aim  too  high. 

Mr.  Parker,  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  said  that  the 
"  Extra  Pharmacopoeia  "  is  one  of  the  bf  st  means  for  com- 
bating the  prescribing  of  nostrums,  and  he  congratulated 
the  author  upon  his  services  to  pharmacy  and  medicine. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried  nem  con ,  as  was 
also  one  to  send  copies  of  it  to  the  Geneial  Medical  and 
Pharmaceutical  Councils  and  to  the  pharmaceutical  press. 

MANCHESTER  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY. 
At  the  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening,  March  18,  at  the 
"Victoria  Hotel,  the  principal  business  was  the  distribution  of 
the  prizes  that  bad  been  awarded  at  the  recent  competition. 
Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley,  the  President,  occupied  the  chair,  and 
there  was  only  a  small  attendance  (six  members  and  the 
prize -takers.) 

Mr.  W.  Kiekby,  who  had  examined  the  various  papers,  said 
he  had  been  extremely  pleased  with  those  in  the  senior 
division.  In  the  junior  division  the  pipers  were  also  fairly 
good  ;  chemistry  had  been  very  well  done  indeed,  but  the 
botany  was  extremely  weak.  That  seemed  to  prevail 
generally  in  pharmaceutical  examinations,  and  he  did  not 
know  how  it  came  about,  excep'.  ir,  was  thought  that  botany 
had  not  much  to  do  with  pharmacy.  The  following  are 
the  awards : — 

Senior  Division.— N.  H.  Scholar,  27  Broughton  Lane. 
Manchester,  special  prize  and  herbarium  ;  T  O.  Barlow,  7 
Exchange  Street,  Manchester,  special  prize  and  herbarium  ; 
Herbert  Gray,  7  Albany  R>ad,  Chorlton-cum-  Hardy, 
herbarium. 

Junior  Division — H.  M  HaH-worth,  307  Oxford  Street, 
Manchester,  special  prize  and  herbarium  ;  Ernest  Tristram, 
132  Everton  Road,  Chorlton  on  Medlock,  herbarium. 

The  Chairman,  in  distributirg  the  prizes,  referred  to  the 
fact  that  those  who  submitted  themselves  to  a  non- com- 
pulsory examination  were  usually  those  who  moved  in  the 
higher  walks  of  pharmacy.  He  also  said  that  the  second 
competitor  in  the  senior  division  came  so  very  close  to  the 
first  in  the  number  of  marks  he  had  obtained,  and  his  paper 
was  of  such  a  high  order  of  merit,  that  he  would  himself  have 
very  much  pleasure  in  presenting  Mr.  Barlow  with  a  prizs  of 
equal  value  to  the  first.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Bowden  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  donors  of 
prizes,  and  in  doing  so  said  he  had  no  doubt  the  prizes  would 
act  as  a  great  incentive  to  students.  He  should  be  glad  to 
hear  of  an  increase  in  the  number  of  prize- takers.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr.  Pridd  seconded  the  resolution,  and  it  was  carried 
with  acclamation. 

Mr.  Rymer  Young,  in  acknowledging,  said  he  was  pleased 
to  hear  of  tbe  high  standard  of  the  papers,  especially 
when  they  remembered  how  frequently  it  was  complained 
that  the  examinations  were  so  hard.  It  was  pleasing  to  him 
to  know  that  so  many  young  men  came  forward  for  a  non- 
compulsory  examination  at  the  very  outset  of  their  career. 
It  was  exceedingly  satisfactory  to  have  such  an  illustration 
of  volun'a-y  bard  work.  (Applause) 

Tbe  Chairman  tendered  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  to 
Mr.  Kirkby  for  his  kindoe-s  in  conducting  the  examination, 
and  also  to  Mr.  Blackburne,  the  Secretary,  who  had  so  ably 
assisted  him,  and  the  meeting  then  concluded. 


legal  TReporta. 


A  HERBAL-PREPARATIONS  BUSINESS  DISPUTE. 

On  March  12,  before  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich,  in  the  Chancery 
Division,  an  action  was  heard  between  George  Heath  Tilley 
and  Jeannette  Gibson  von  Swartwout,  the  plaintiff  asking 
for  a  declaration  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  equity  of  redemp- 
tion in  a  herbal-preparations  business,  with  its  registered 
designs  and  trade-marks,  and  directing  defendant  to  render 
accounts  in  respect  to  businesses  carried  on  at  61  Chances 
Street  and  Nag's  Head  Court,  Drury  Lane,  and  that,  on  the 
payment  by  plaintiff  of  anything  which  may  be  found  due  to 
defendant,  she  may  be  ordered  to  reassign  the  said  business 
and  premises  to  the  plaintiff.  It  appeared  from  the  state- 
ments of  Mr.  Waiiogton,  Q  C,  for  the  plaintiff,  and  of  Mr. 
Renshaw,  Q.C.,  for  the  defendant,  that  tbe  latter  is  tbe  widow 
of  the  inventor  of  a  number  of  preparations  known  as  "  Dr. 
O  Pnelps  Brown's  Herbal  Remedies."  iDcludirg  the  11  Acacian 
Balsam,"  the  "Restorative  Assimilant,"  the  "Herbal 
Ointment,"  the  "Renovating-pills,"  the  Male-fein  Vermi- 
fuge," the  "Blood-purifier,"  the  "  Liver- in vjgorator,''  the 
"Woodland  Balm,"  and  "Dr.  Lane's  Catarrh-cure" — the 
reading  of  which  created  some  amusement  in  court. 
Defendant  was  entitled  for  her  life  to  the  business,  and 
on  her  death  it  would  pass  to  Nelly  Eliztbeth  Hale,  wife 
of  one  Frederick  Walter  Hale,  who  had  managed  it  for  some 
years.  In  December,  1886,  a  deed  was  executed  batween  these 
parties,  providing  that  defendant — who  now  lives  in  New 
Jersey,  U.S.—  should  be  entitled  to  receive  out  of  the  business 
an  annuity  of  5201.  per  year  for  five  years,  and  that  should 
default  be  made  in  payment  of  that  amount  she  might  take 
possession  of  the  business  and  carry  on  tbe  same — as  she  did, 
on  default  occurring  before  the  five  ytars  had  expired;  but 
Hales  had  the  right  to  redeem  the  concern  on  paying  the 
arrears  with  interest  within  six  months.  Hales  dying  in  June, 
1891 — in  December  of  which  year  the  five  years'  agreement 
would  expire — his  executrix  (Jane  Foad)  and  his  wife  (in 
respect  of  her  own  remainder)  executed  an  assignment  of  the 
business  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  present  ac'ion  in  consideration 
of  the  payment  by  him  to  Jane  Fcad  of  52Z  a  year  during  her 
life,  and  of  1001.  a  year  to  Hole's  widow  during  her  life. 
Counsel  for  the  plaintiff  said  the  point  at  issue  was  purely  a 
legal  one — whether  the  original  deed  was  a  mortgage  or  not. 
He  claimed  that  it  was,  and  that  his  client,  as  assignee  of  the 
rights  of  the  mortgagors,  was  entitled  to  redeem  the  property. 
For  the  defendant  Mr.  Renshaw,  Q  C  ,  areued  that  this  was  not 
a  mortgage,  but  was  in  reality  a  deed  of  the  nature  of  a  family 
arrangement,  and  that  under  it  deltndant  was  eatitled  to 
retain  the  possession  of  the  business.  After  arguments 
by  counsel,  cases  being  cited  on  both  sides,  Mr.  Justice 
Kekewich  found  for  the  plaintrff,  and,  decreeing  that  he  held 
an  equity  of  redemption,  made  an  order  in  the  terms  he  asked 
for. 


COUNTY  COURT  CASES. 

"  Such  Trash.' 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  March  13,  Wilton's  (Limited) 
applied  to  have  Dr.  G  Hunstooe,  Lod^e  Road,  St.  John's 
Wood,  committed  to  Holloway  for  the  non-payment  of 
111.  10s.  due  for  labels  supplied  for  his  bottles.  Mr  Simmons, 
for  the  plaintiffs,  said  the  debt  had  been  owing  for  five 
months.  The  defendant  had  a  bill  of  sale  upon  his  goods. 
A  gentleman  appeared  for  the  defendant  and  said  that  was 
not  so.  He  offered  to  pay  11  per  month.  There  was  no  tiii  of 
sale  upon  the  defendant's  goods  They  were  all  sold  for  rent, 
rates,  taxes,  &c,  in  the  summer  of  )a*t  year.  The  defendant 
was  now  carrying  on  a  dispansary  in  Edgware  Read,  and 
received  about  2,1.  lbs.  per  week  there.  Some  people  1  e 
charged  as  little  as  6d  per  week.  Mr.  Simmons  deprecated 
the  idea  of  a  professional  man  cfftriDg  to  pay  11.  per  mcnth. 
Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr:  There  is  no  Act  of  Parliament 
which  says  that  professional  men  must  be  sent  to  prison 
unle-s  they  have  the  means  to  pay  their  debts.  Mr.  Simmons 
added  that  the  defendant  bad  a  lease  of  a  bouse  fcr  which 
he  paid  60Z.  a  year  rent.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr:  Take  it  in 
execution.  Mr.  Simmons  :  We  do  not  want  to  turn  the  man 
out  of  his  house.    Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  :  Why  not  ?  Why 
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this  grand  profession  of  charity  and  brotherly  love?  I  do 
not  believe  in  it.  You  come  here  for  your  money.  Don't 
make  professions  of  what  you  don't  want  to  do !  I  don't 
listen  to  such  trash !  His  Honour  declined  to  make  any 
order  against  the  defendant. 


Agents  and  Principals. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Monday,  before  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Kerr,  Sir  William  A.  Rose  &  Co.,  oil- merchants, 
66  Upper  Thames  Street,  E  C,  sought  to  recover  the  sum  of 
21.  2s.  6d.  from  Mr.  H.  Crane,  Hertford  Road,  Kirjgsland,  for 
oil  supplied.  The  defendant  said  he  had  the  oil  from  a  man 
named  Robinson,  of  Stamford  Hill,  and  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  plaintiffs  in  the  matter,  or  why  they  should  have  sent 
him  an  invoice.  The  plaintiffs  had  charged  for  drums, 
-whereas  the  arrangement  with  Robinson  was  that  he  was 
not  to  be  charged.  The  plaintiffs'  solicitor  said  that  the  oil 
had  been  supplied  by  them  to  the  defendant  through  their 
agent  Robinson.  The  defendant  replied  that  he  did  not 
know  that  Robicson  was  the  plaintiffs'  agent.  The  matter  was 
now  two  years  old.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  the  plain- 
tiffs ought  not  to  have  sued  the  defendant  at  all.  The 
defendant  added  that  Robinson  carried  on  business  on  his 
own  account.  He  had  dealt  with  him  for  the  past  twelve 
or  fourteen  years.  The  plaintiffs'  solicitor  said  that  since 
the  action  had  been  brought  the  defendant  had  returned 
the  drums.  The  plaintiffs'  now  only  asked  for  their  costs. 
Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  there  was  no  contract  between 
the  plaintiffs  and  the  defendant.  They  might  be  thankful 
that  they  had  get  back  their  empties.  There  would  be  no 
costs  on  either  side. 


Claim  against  a  Chemist. 

In  the  Westminster  County'  Court,  on  March  17,  the 
London  and  Westminster  Loan  Company  sought  to  recover 
payment  of  a  judgment  debt  due  from  Mr.  Stephen  Rogers, 
chemist,  Ferndale  Road,  Brixton.  It  was  stated  that  the 
defendant  was  in  a  good  way  of  business,  and  was  probably 
well  able  to  pay  the  debt.  The  defendant's  case  was  that  he 
was  not  in  a  position  to  pay  the  debt  down,  and  his 
Honour  adjourned  the  case  for  the  production  of  better 
evidence. 


Bankruptcies  anfc  jfailurea. 


Be  Henry  W.  Whieldon,  Henley-in-Arden,  Chemist. 

The  examination  of  this  bankrupt  was  held  at  Warwick 
on  March  11.  The  debtor  said  his  gross  liabilities  were 
997/.  9s.  Id,  and  his  gross  essets  2L0/.  He  commenced 
business  at  Knighton  with  borrowed  capital  about  twelve 
years  ago.  He  made  an  assignment  in  1892.  his  liabilities 
then  being  3,182ii ,  and  his  creditors  got  3s.  0\d.  in  the  £. 
Between  November,  1892,  and  March,  1893, he  was  managing 
his  own  business  for  the  trustee.  He  went  to  Henley  as 
manager  to  Messrs.  Robinson  &  Co.  In  March,  1893,  he 
entered  into  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Robinson  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  business  for  650/.,  which  was  to  be  paid  for  by 
instalments.  About  300/.  of  the  650/  was  named  as  "  good- 
will." Last  year  he  told  Mr.  Robinson  that  he  could  not 
continue  the  payments.  Early  in  January  Mr.  Robinson 
wanted  him  to  assign  the  whole  of  the  business  to  him 
without  considering  other  creditors,  and  he  refused  to  do 
so.  He  found  afterwards  that  Mr.  Robinson  had  sent  out  a 
circular  round  the  town  and  also  to  his  trade  creditors, 
announcing  that  he  had  taken  possession  of  the  business, 
stock,  fixtures,  and  book-debts.  He  had  not,  however,  taken 
possession,  but  the  circular  had  a  bad  effect  on  the  business. 
He  had  never  neglected  his  business,  but  it  had  fallen  off 
owing  to  the  railway-line  being  opened,  and  chiefly  on 
account  of  being  unable  to  stock  his  business.  No  undue 
proportion  of  his  income  had  been  spent  in  drink,  and  he 
had  not  frequently  sent  out  his  assistants  for  wine.  8everal 
creditors  were  for  liquors,  but  the  accounts  extended  over  a 
considerable  period.  He  never  kept  a  cash-book,  but  he 
could  have  given  some  returns  of  the  receipts  week  by  week 


had  not  Mr.  Robinson  taken  some  books  to  London.  Mr. 
Robinson  denied  that  he  had  these  books.  The  examination 
was  closed. 


Re  Geo.  Tomlinson  Archibald,  10  Station  Road,  late 
56  Church  Street,  Workington,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
Under  this  failure  the  following  are  creditors  : — 


£  s.  a. 

Cannington,  Shaw  &  Co.  (Limited),  London   6  15  8 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool   27   0  0 

Gawith,  Hoggarth  &  Co.,  Kendal   7  10  2 

Mitchell,  Jane,  Whitehaven  63    9  6 

Thompson,  John  (Limited),  Liverpool         .'.       ..     9  18  10 


Partly  Secured  Creditors. 
Ferguson, Charles,  Workington  1 
Penrice,  Ella,  Workington  I 

(Estimated  value  of  security,  200?.) 


He  John  Berry,  18  Westbourne  Road,  Barnsbury, 
Licensed  Medicine-vendor. 

At  a  sitting  of  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  held  last 
Wednesday,  before  Mr.  Registrar  Giffard,  this  bankrupt  passed 
his  public  examination  upon  accounts,  showing  liabilities 
811/.  2s  5d ,  and  assets  estimated  to  produce  816/.  Is.  3d. 
He  had  been  a  draper,  tailor,  boot-dealer,  coal-merchant, 
and  vendor  of  patent  medicines.  He  was  the  proprietor  and 
manufacturer  of  "  Berry's  Lung-healer  "  and  "  Berry's  Em- 
brocation." The  principal  creditor  was  his  father-in-law,  and 
the  assets  were  largely  book -debts  due  from  customers  who 
paid  in  weekly  instalments. 


Re  Thomas  Murray,  trading  as  the  Murray  Supply  Stores, 
24  High  Street,  West  Bromwich,  late  Drysalter. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  creditors  concerned  under 


this  recent  failure : — 

£  s.  d. 

British  and  Foreign  Supply  Company,  London      . .  14  0  0 

Cooper,  Tabor  &  Co.,  London   21  0  0 

Harper,  T.,  West  Bromwich   10  0  0 

Sanger  &  Sons,  London   33  0  0 

Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay,  Birmingham  ..       ..  17  0  0 

Tidman  &  Co.,  London   21  0  0 

Tomlinson  &  Sons,  Birmingham        . .       . .       . .  36  0  0 

Wyleys  &  Co.  (Limited),  Coventry     ....    ..       ..  23  0  0 


Re  H.  Marks,  11  St.  Helen's  Place,  and  late  of  46  Artillery 
Line,  Bishopsgate  Street  Without,  EC,  Proprietor  of 
Marks'  Gout- cure. 

Under  a  petitition  presented  at  the  London  Bankruptcy 
Court  last  Saturday  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Holmes,  on  behalf  of 
creditors,  the  usual  receiving-order  has  been  made  by  the 
Registrar.  The  debtor,  who  returns  his  liabilities  at  3,000/., 
states  he  has  no  assets  whatever.  He  assigned  the  business 
at  the  end  of  1894,  and  has  since  been  allowed  the  use  of 
the  office  at  11  St.  Helen's  Place  for  his  correspondence. 
His  household  furniture  was  sold  two  years  ago  for  rent  in 
arrear,  and  he  now  has  no  fixed  residence. 


Hteeo  of  arrangement 


Entwisle,  Yates,  94  Cross  Lane,  Salford,  mineral-water  maker,  &c. 
Trustee,  R.  Gaudin  (The  British  Traders'  Meroant  Agency),  20  Bond 
Street,  Leeds,  manager.  Dated,  March  filed,  March  11.  Liabilities 
unsecured,  149?.  12s.  Id. ;  estimated  net  assets,  110?.   The  following 


are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£  >.  d. 

Benson  &  Son,  Manchester   12   0  0 

Clarke,  Nickolls  &  Co.  (Limited),  London  ..       ..       12   0  0 

Edwards,  B.,  Birmingham     . .    24   0  0 

Rylands,  Daniel,  Barusley   65   0  0 
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PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Booth,  J.,  and  Openshaw,  G.  H.,  chemists,  wholesale  druggists,  dry- 
salters,  and  oil-merchants,  Blackburn,  under  the  style  of  Booth  &  Open- 
shaw. 

Morris,  R.,  Little,  E.,aud  Little,  W.  C,  manufacturers,  under  the 
style  of  Morris,  Little  &  Sou,  West  Stockwith,  Nottinghamshire  and 
Doncaster. 

Whittaker,  J.  M.  C,  Whittaker,  R.,  and,  Whittaker,  J.  H., 

Altham,  Lancashire,  niiueral-water  manufacturers,  under  the  style  of 
Whittaker  Brothers. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1888  AND  1890 

Receiving  Orders. 

Conroy,  Arthur  J.,  Boscombe,  Bournemouth,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Marks,  H.,  St.  Helen's  Place,  late  Artillery  Lane,  Bishopsgate  Street 

Without,  EC,  proprietor  of  Marks'  Gout-cure. 
Pridham,  William  Frederick,  Earl's  Court  Road,  S.W.,[physician  and 

surgeon. 

Adjudications 

Harnaman  Joseph  Thomas,  Birmingham,  drysalter,  and  oil  and 
colour  merchant. 

Ryan,  William  Joseph,  St.  John's  Road,  Hoxtcn,  N.E.,  physician  and 
surgeon. 

Wood,  John  Cundell,  Sunderland,  surgeon. 

'  Order  Made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

Williamson,  Armstrong,  Sunderland,  patent-medicine  vendor- dis- 
charge suspended  for  two  years,  ending  February  20, 1898. 


mew  Companies  an©  Company 

TBews 


Schnodica  Petroleum  Company  (Limited).— Capital 
5,000? ,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  lands,  mines, 
minerals,  &c  ,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers 
°f  and  dealers  in  mineral  oils  or  other  mineral,  metallic,  or 
chemical  products,  candles,  gas,  soap,  fuel,  and  artificial 
manures. 

Sidney  Richardson  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  4,0002,, 
divided  into  1,000  preference,  2,997  ordinary,  and  3  founders' 
shares  of  11.  each.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
manufacturers,  importers,  exporters,  and  dealers  of  and 
in  barometers,  thermometers,  hydrometers,  saccharometers, 
marine,  opera,  and  field  glasses,  microscopes,  telescopes, 
optical  goods,  &c. 

Woodend's  Golden  Horse- powder  Company  (Lim.). — 
Capital  13.000Z.,  in  11  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire,  take 
over  as  a  going  concern,  and  carry  on  the  business  of  a 
manufacturer  of  and  dealer  in  a  certain  preparation  or 
powder  for  maintaining  horses  in  condition  known,  as 
"Woodend's  Golden  Horse-powder,"  carried  on  by  Robert 
Woodend,  of  Southport,  Lanes.  The  first  directors  (to 
number  not  fewer  than  three  nor  more  than  seven)  are 
S.  W.  Mitcalfe,  T.  Brown,  D.  C.  Mercer,  and  R.  Woodend. 
Qualification,  100Z.  Remuneration,  50  guineas  each  per 
annum,  and  an  extra  25  guineas  for  the  chairman.  Regis- 
tered office,  Copthall  House,  Copthall  Avenue,  E.G. 

Price  &  Co.  (Limited)  — Capital  5002.,  in  10Z.  shares- 
Objects  :  To  purchase  or  otherwise  acquire  and  take  over 
as  a  going  concern  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist 
carried  on  by  John  Oakley,  at  221  Spon  Lane,  West  Bromwich, 
Staffs,  and  to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  drugs,  medicines, 
perfumery,  hair-washes,  |and  toilet-articles.  The  first  sub- 
scribers (each  with  one  share  except  where  otherwise  stated) 
are : — J.  Oakley.  221  Spon  Lane,  West  Bromwich,  chemist's 
assistant  (20)  ;  T.  Rogers,  29  Lombard  Street,  West  Bromwich, 
agent ;  J.  Green,  J.  W.  Green,  15  Carters  Green,  West 
Bromwich,  agents ;  Mrs.  T.  Rogers,  29  Lombard  Street, 
West  Bromwich ;  David  Ward,  134  Glover  Street,  West 
Bromwich,  grocer  (20) ;  Miss  E  Morris,  Whitenash,  Leaming- 
ton Spa.  The  first  directors  are  Thomas  Rogers  (chairman 
and  managing  director)  and  John  Oakley.  Registered  office, 
221  Spon  Lane,  West  Bromwich,  Staffs. 


Thomas  Worth  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  20.000Z.,  in 
10Z.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire,  take  over  as  a  goiDg  con- 
cern, and  carry  on  the  business  of  an  indiarubber  manufac- 
turer, carried  on  by  Thomas  Worth  as  "Thomas  Worth 
&  Co."  at  the  Edge  Lane  Indiarubber  Works,  Droylesden, 
Lanes ;  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  said  vendor, 
and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists, 
drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men,  drug,  dyeware,  paint,  and 
colour  grinders,  and  makers  of  proprietary  articles.  The 
first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are  : — T.  Worth,  Edge 
Lane  Rubber-works,  Droylesden,  manufacturer ;  G.  Thorn, 

66  Cecil  Street,  Greenheys,  Manchester,  traveller ;  J.  S. 
Hulton,  16  Clegg  Street,  Oldham,  accountant ;   H.  Stott, 

67  Godson  Street,  Oldham,  accountant;  Miss  H,  Worth, 
Fairfield  Road,  Droylesden ;  J.  Prockter,  Wallshaw  Place, 
Oldham,  draper;  A.  Greenhalgb,  J. P.,  Railcliffe,  bleacher. 
Registered  without  articles  of  association.  Registered 
office,  Edge  Lane  Rubber-works,  Drojlesden,  near  Man- 
chester. 

The  chemical- works,  formerly  Dr.  Heinrich  Byk,  in  Berlin, 
have  been  converted  into  a  limited  liability  company,  with 
a  share- capital  of  1|  million  marks  (75.000Z.),  The  com- 
pany has  acquired  the  whole  of  the  factory,  plant,  technical 
and  pharmaceutical  preparations  of  the  firm  of  Dr.  Heinrich 
Byk.  The  two  partners  in  the  old  firm,  Dr.  Heinrich  Byk 
and  Dr.  Siegmucd  Byk,  have  made  a  contract  with  the  new 
company,  under  which  they  agree  to  give  their  services  to 
the  concern  for  a  number  of  years.  The  board  of  control 
will  consist  of  Messrs.  Alexander  Lucas,  commercial  coun- 
sellor ;  Julius  Stern,  a  director  of  the  National  Bank  of 
Germany  ;  Dr.  Hugo,  of  the  firm  of  W.  Hagelberg  ;  Adolph 
Rosenberg,  and  M.  Saalfeld,  M.D.  The  shares  will  be 
shortly  offered  upon  the  Berlin  Stock  Exchange,  through  the 
medium  of  the  National  Bank  of  Germany. 


The  report  of  Spratt's  Patent  (Limited)  for  the  year 
ended  December  31,  after  allowing  for  bad  debts  and  writing 
off  a  further  2.000Z.  from  machinery,  shows  a  profit  of 
30,670Z.  The  directors  recommend  a  dividend  for  the  second 
six  months  at  the  rate  of  15  per  cent,  per  annum,  making, 
with  the  interim  dividend,  12^  per  cent,  for  the  year,  and 
the  addition  to  special  reserve  of  4.330Z ,  carrjing  forward 
7,590Z. 

The  United  Alkali  Company  (Limited). — The  report 
of  the  United  Alkali  Company  for  1895  states  that  the  past 
year  shows  a  net  profit  of  247,258Z.,to  which  is  to  be  added 
26775Z.  carried  over  from  1894.  In  August  an  interim 
dividend  on  preference  shares  was  paid,  and  a  further  half- 
year's  payment  on  these  shares  makes  the  amount  of 
191,175Z.  A  dividend  of  2s.  per  share  on  the  ordinary  shares, 
which  will  absorb  27.967Z.,  is  recommended,  and  the  balance 
of  54.889Z.  is  to  be  placed  to  reserve  fund.  The  building3, 
plant,  and  machinery  have  been  well  maintained,  and  all 
necessary  renewals  have  been  properly  effected.  Since  the 
formation  of  the  company  nearly  five  years  ago,  the  divi- 
dends on  the  ordinary  shares  have  fluctuated  considerably. 
Up  to  the  end  of  189 L,  5  per  cent,  was  paid;  then  it  rose  to 
6  per  cent,  per  annum,  falling  to  5  again.  For  1894  the 
company  paid  no  dividend  on  ordinary  shares. 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Company  (Limited). —The 
forty-ninth  annual  general  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of 
this  company  was  held  at  Cannon  Street  Hotel  on  Friday 
last.  The  directors'  report  stated  that  the  profit  for  1895 
amounted  to  82  858Z.  19s  ,  as  compared  with69.594Z.  10s.  1L1 
in  1894,  64.860Z  15s.  Hd.  in  1893,  and  65.080Z.  Is  8d.  in 
1892.  The  directors  recommended  that  out  of  this  sum 
12.501Z.  be  written  off  for  depreciation  of  fixed  properties 
and  plant;  that  32  812Z  10s.  be  applied  in  paying,  on 
March  14,  a  dividend  of  17s  6d.  per  share,  making,  with  the 
dividend  of  15s  per  share  paid  in  September  last,  a  dividend 
of  1Z.  12s  6d  per  16Z.  share  for  1895,  as  against  1Z.  7s.  6d. 
for  1894  and  1Z.  5s.  for  1893  ;  the  adding  of  10  000Z.  to  the 
reserve  fund,  which  will  thus  be  raised  to  25,0OOZ.,  and  the 
carrying  forward  to  1896  of  8,264Z.  5s  Id.  The  reserve  fund 
was  commenced  in  1893,  and  hitherto  5.000Z  a  jear  has  been 
added  to  it ;  but,  having  regard  to  the  probability  that  compe- 
tition amongst  candle-makers  will  besevere  darirjg  thecurrent 
year,  the  directors  consider  it  prudent  to  add  10  000Z.  to  the 
fund  on  the  present  occasion.    The  company's  invested 
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money  amounts  to  197,6472.  3s.  Qd.  The  report  further 
states  that  in  1895  valuable  improvements  were  introduced 
into  the  stearine  and  paraffin  departments,  and  that  at 
Battersea  the  reorganisation  of  the  toilet-soap  department 
■was  proceeded  with.  The  profit  made  last  year  is  the  largest 
ever  earned  by  the  company,  the  dividend  being  equal  to  10^ 
per  cent. 

Lev^e  Brothers  (Limited)  —The  annual  meeting  of 
sha'ebolc'ers  in  this  company  was  held  at  Cannon  Street 
Hotel  on  March  12.  when  the  directors'  report  for  1895  was 
adopted.  The  leport  stated  that  the  balance  standing  to 
the  credit  of  profit-and  loss  account  (207,3692.)  has  been 
appropiiated  as  follows: — Dividends  on  preference  shares 
at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  on  ordinary  shares 
at.  the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  per  annum ;  bonus  to  customers, 
39  8832  ;  carried  to  reserve  fund,  30  0002.;  balance  carried 
forward  to  next  account,  24,9852.  The  business  has  con- 
tinued to  increase  in  all  departments,  and  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  extend  the  producing  power  of  the  works.  To 
meet  the  growth  of  the  business  it  is  proposed  to  increase 
the  capital  to  2,000,0002.,  and  resolutions  were  carried  for 
the  i>eation  of  25.0C0  preference  shares  of  10Z.  each,  and 
25.CO0  ordinary  shares  of  102  each.  The  preference  shares 
will  be  offered  to  the  holders  of  preference  shares  whose 
names  appear  upon  the  register  of  members  on  March  24, 
1896,  in  proportion  to  their  existing  holdings,  at  a  premium 
of  12.  per  share,  thus  increasing  the  reserve  fond  by  25,0002. 
The  ordinary  shares  will  be  subscribed  for  by  existing  holders 
of  ordinary  shares.  The  Chairman  stated  that  the  capacity 
of  the  soap  works  when  the  firm  started  was  800  tons  per 
week.  It  was  now  2,400  tens  per  week.  The  firm  had  ac- 
quired a  cotton- oil  mill  at  Pittsburg,  in  Mississippi,  and 
erected  an  oil-mill  at  Sydney,  New  South  Wales.  At  Port 
Sunlight  new  machinery  had  been  laid  down  which  will 
enable  the  firm  to  make  alkali  much  cheaper  than  before. 
Glycerine  also  promised  to  be  even  more  profitable  in  the 
future  than  it  had  been  in  the  past. 

German  Chemical  Companies  —The  annual  report  for 
1895,  which  has  recently  been  issued  to  the  shareholders  of 
ScheiiDg's  chemical-factory  in  Berlin,  states  that  in  the  first 
half-j  ear  the  price  of  pharmaceutical  chemicals  generally 
continued  to  decline.  This  was  especially  the  case  with 
salicylic  acid  and  its  preparations.  As  the  firm  are  amorig 
the  largest  manufacturers  of  those  articles  in  the  world,  the 
decline  in  the  price  of  these  goods  has  affected  the  profits  of 
the  business,  although  the  full  extent  of  this  action  is  not 
yet  observable  in  the  accounts  of  the  present  year.  The 
total  profit  of  goods  sold  has  fallen  from  1,376,354m.  in  1894 
to  1,211,138m.  in  1894.  The  net  profit,  exclusive  of  amounts 
written  off,  from  715,449m.  to561,723m.  Good  results  continue 
to  be  obtained  with  antitoxin,  but  its  preparation  is  still  very 
costly.  It  is  proposed  todistribnte  a  dividend  on  the  ordinary 
shares  of  11  per  cent,  against  15  per  cent,  in  the  previous 
year.  During  January  of  the  present  year  the  sales  were 
about  99,000m.  in  excess  of  the  sales  for  January,  1895,  and 
it  is  also  a  favourable  sign  for  the  future  that  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  the  works  had  in  hand  660  contracts  for  goods 
to  a  total  value  of  1,881,640m,  as  compared  with  573 
ccntracts  of  a  value  of  1,18 1, 799m.  in  January,  1895. 
— The  net  profit  of  the  Verein  Chemischsr  Fabriken 
in  Mannheim  for  1895  has  been  a  little  over  60,000m., 
which  is  considerably  less  than  in  1894,  when  it  was 
818,338m.  It  is  proposed  to  pay  a  dividend  of  8  per 
cent ,  against  12  per  cent,  for  the  preceding  year. — The 
chemical-works  formerly  Hofmann  &  Schoetensack,  at  present 
located  in  Gernsheim,  have  had  a  net  loss  in  1895  of 
21,578m ,  which  added  to  previous  losses  makes  a  total  of 
298,921m  — The  factory  for  chemical  products  at  Pomme- 
rensdorf  will  pay  a  dividend  of  10  per  cent,  for  the  year 
1895 — The  factory  of  pharmaceutical  apparatus  of  Georg 
Wenderoth  in  Cassel,  has  been  converted  into  a  limited 
liability  company  with  a  capital  of  1,300,000m.  The  objects 
of  the  new  firm  are  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  pharma- 
ceutical apparatus,  paper  and  cardboard  goods  for  pharma- 
ceutical use,  and  similar  ai tides. 


Another  paper  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Re- 
search Laboratory  was  read  at  the  Chemical  Society  this 
week.  It  was  on  "The  Hydroiodides  of  Hydroxy lamine," 
by  Professor  Djcstan  and  Mr  Ernest  Goulding. 


GraoMlDarfcs  applies  for. 


ANT  person  who  has  good  grounds  of  objection  to  the  registration  of  any 
of  the  following  marks  should  at  once  communicate  with  Sir  Reader 
Laek,  Oomptroller-G-eneral,  at  the  Paten  c  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings, 
Chancery  Lane,  London,  W .0. 


{From  "  The  Trade  Marks  Journal!'  March  4,  1896) 

"Flexa";  for  chemical  substances  for  use  in  medicine  and 
pharmacy.  By  F.  W.  Fletcher,  Beauchamp  Lodge, 
Enfield,  manufacturing  chemist.  192,214. 

"Wazahbal";  for  pills  aid  ointment  for  human  use.  By 
J.  F.  Whittle,  47  Sc.  Stephen's  R>ad,  Leicester,  patent- 
meiicine  vendor.  192.350. 

Facsimile  signature  of  applicant,  with  wording,  "  Taylor's 
Canadian  Nasal  Bilm,"  etc.,  on  plain  label ;  for  a  medi- 
cine for  human  use.  Bj  G.  Taylor,  46  Holborn  Viaduct, 
London,  E.C. 

"Dimples";  for  cachoas,  being  confectionery.  Also  for 
perfumes.  By  Blyton,  Asbley  &  Co.,  76  Gordon  Street, 
Lower  Broughton,  Manchester,  manufacturing  chemists, 
192,070. 

"Besho";  for  a  mineral  water.  By  the  Crieff  Aerate  - 
water  Company  (Li  nitei),  24  Galvelmore  Street,  C/ieff. 
190,904. 

(From  the  "Trade  Mirks  Journal;'  March  11,  1896.) 

Device  of  hen  and  chickens ;  for  medicinal  preparations 
for  poultry,  &c.  By  J.  F.  C.  Phillips,  5  Commercial 
Street,  Newport,  Moa,,  corn-merchant's  clerk.  192,652, 

"  Ltjddington's  Oils,"  facsimile  signature,  and  directions 
on  label ;  for  oils  for  veterinary  purposes.  By  •'omlin- 
son  &  Hayward,  Mint  Street  Chemical  workf,  Li  icoln, 
manufacturing  chemists.  192,455. 

"  Easelib,"  and  initials  "M.BSB."  in  a  sjuare;  for  a 
medicine  for  the  cure  of  piles  and  the  like.  By  M. 
Spedding,  Field  House,  Bitby,  bone- setter.  19L.552. 
The  essential  pariicular  is  the  word  '  Ea;elib." 

"  Gormas  "  ;  for  an  ointment  for  human  use.  By  Gordon 
&  Mason,  38  Old  Bond  Street,  London,  W.,  ettats- agents. 
192,267. 

"  Vedovi  "  ;  for  a  medicated  ointment  for  human  usr\  By 
J.  Attril),  2  Richmond  Grove,  Surbiton  Hill,  Surbiton, 
Surrey,  hairdresser.    192  302. 

"James  Nicholson,"  beiDg  facsimile  signature  of  ap- 
plicant ;  for  pills  lor  buman  use.  By  J.  Nicholson, 
Rooley  Grange,  Spring  Bank,  Pemberton,  near  Wigan, 
surgeon's  assistant.  192.591. 

"  Irex  "  ;  for  crucibles  of  platinum  or  other  precious  metals. 
By  The  Carbon  Syndicate  (Limited),  3  Whitehall  Place, 
London,  manufacturers.  193,124. 

"  Sterilla,"  device  of  leg  of  mutton,  sirloin  of  beef,  and 
sheep;  for  a  food- preservative.  By  The  Sterilla  Manu- 
facturing Company,  Rosslyn,  Eastern  Koad,  Romford, 
Essex,  manufacturing  chemists.  192,629,  192,631. 
The  essential  particular  is  the  combination  of  devices. 

(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal"  March  18,  1896.) 

Portrait  of  Dr.  E.  E  Beeman,  with  wording  on  label ;  for 
pepsin  chewing-gum.  By  the  Beeman  Chemical  Com- 
pany, Cleveland,  Ohio,  U.S.A.  The  essential  particular 
is  the  portrait.  192,343. 

Facsimile  of  applicant's  signature,  with  other  wording  on  label 
for  a  medicated  preparation  for  human  use.    By  E.  L. 
Griffin,  Priory  Lodge,   Sydenham    Road,  Guildford, 
certificated  accoucheuse.    192,357.    The  essential  par- 
ticular is  the  signature. 

Facsimile  signature  of  applicants;  for  an  anti- neuralgic 
medicine.  By  B.  &  G.  Alkan,  22  Hereford  Road,  West- 
bourne  Grove,  London.  193,227. 

"  W.  H.  B." ;  for  beeswax.  By  W.  H.  Bowdlear  &  Co., 
36  Central  Wharf,  Boston,  Ma;s.,  U.S.A.,  teeswax- 
refiners.  192.015. 
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By  A.  W.  Geeeabd. 


THE  value  of  nutrient  foods  is  brought  home  to  mo3t  of 
us  sooner  or  later  when  in  cases  of  sickness  we  ex- 
perience the  fact  that  no  inconsiderable  part  of  our  recovery 
rests  upon  the  quality  and  strength-giving  powar  of  the  food 
taken  and  assimilated.  But  here  in  England  we  have  been 
exceedingly  slow  in  takiDg  advantage  of  our  great  natural 
resources,  one  result  of  that  neglect  being  that  the 
foreigner  steps  in,  makes  the  food,  and  does  the  trade  for  us, 
sending  too  often  products  made  from  meat  of  the  coarsest 
quality,  comparatively  low  in  nutrient  power,  and  very  high 
in  price.  There  can  be  little  doubt  it  is  largely  in  our  power 
to  bring  about  a  chaDge,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  no  class 
of  the  community,  looking  at  education  and  trainirjg,  is 
-better  qualified  for  this  work  than  the  pharmacist,  and  the 
medical  gpro'ession  would  heartily  welcome  and  encourage 
the  use  of  good  nutrient  foods  of  English  manufacture. 

Character  of  Beef- muscle  —Lean  beef  is  composed  of  mus- 
cular and  connective  tissue,  the  average  composition  being 
water  76  7  per  cent.,  solids  23-3  percent.  The  solids  are  made 
•up  of  proteids  and  gelatine  20,  fat  1  5,  carbohydrates  0  6, 
salts  1-2,  with  some  variations  in  different  parts  of  the 
muscle.  From  the  nutrient  point  of  view  the  proteids 
are  the  most  important  constituents,  of  which  myosin 
and  albumin  are  the  chief.  Albuminoids  are  included  under 
proteids,  the  chief  being  gelatine,  chondrine,  and  nuclein. 
Other  nitrogenous  bodies  of  little  nutrient  value  are 
lecithine,  creatine,  and  creatinine.  If  lean-bsef  muscle 
-finely  minced  is  placed  ia  water  heated  to  60°  C.  and  well 
stirred  for  ten  minutes,  a  large  portion  of  the  albumins  and 
albuminoids,  with  some  other  extractives,  pass  into  solution, 
whilst  the  myosin  and  much  of  the  gelatine  are  left  un- 
changed. If  a  similar  portion  of  meat  be  immersed  in 
boiling  water  the  result  is  different,  as  here  the  albumin  is 
coagulated  and  fixed  in  the  muscle,  whereby  the  muscle  is 
hardened.  If,  however,  boiling  is  continued  for  several 
hours  the  gelatine,  extractives,  and  salts  pass  into  solution, 
leaving  an  insoluble  mass  of  myosin  and  albumiD.  Hence 
it  follows  that  by  infusing  beef  below  the  coagulating-point 
of  albumin  we  obtain  a  proteid  or  albuminous  beef- tea, 
fairly  rich  in  nitrogen,  whereas  by  boiling  the  beef 
-we  get  merely  a  solution  of  the  extractives  with  some 
gelatine.  From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  gathered  that  in- 
fusion and  decoction  of  beef  do  not  contain  the  most 
abundant  and  valuable  nutrient  myosin,  for  it  is  insoluble 
in  hot  and  cold  water.  It  is  only  when  it  is  acted  upon  by 
gastric  and  pancreatic  juices  that  myosin  is  changed  into 
peptone,  arid  advantage  is  taken  oE  this  fact  in  preparing 
peptones  for  invalids  The  first  stage  of  proteolysis  or 
peptonisation  results  in  the  production  of  proteoses,  after 
which  peptones  with  bitter  unsavoury  taste  are  produced,  so 
that  the  most  complete  peptone  is  not  the  bsst  food,  and 
what  we  really  want  is  a  palatable  semi-peptonised  product. 

Preparation  of  Meat  peptone. — The  following  is  the  pro- 
cess which  I  have  adopted  for  general  use : — 

One  pound  of  grod  lean  beef  is  finely  mineeil  and  pulped  through  a  No.  40 
-sieve,  the  pulp  is  placed  in  a  porcelain  digester,  and  1  pint  of  water  at 
1 60°  C.  slowly  poured  iu  with  constant  stirring.  Two  ounces  of  fresh  and 
active  inner  lining  of  a  pig's  stomach  is  cut  in  fine  shreds  and  mixed  with 
the  meat,  with  constant  stirring  for  at  least  five  minutes,  so  as  to  bring  the 
pepsin  and  meat  as  completely  into  contact  as  possible.  Three  pints  more 
of  water  at  60°  C.  are  now  added  slowly,  with  continuous  stirring.  Finally 
add  1  fl.  oz.  of  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  and  the  mixture  is  ready  for  digestion. 
If  at  this  point  the  temperature  of  the  mixture  he  taken  it  will  be  found 
to  be  about  50-  C,  and  digestion  may  safely  proceed ;  indeed,  it  may  be 
carried  to  523  C.  without  risk,  but  above  this  the  ferment  is  soon  destroyed. 
The  digester  and  contents  may  now  be  placed  in  a  water-bath,  and  by 
means  of  a  temperature-regulator  kept  at  50"  O.  for  two  hours,  frequently 
stirring.  The  final  stage  of  the  process  is  now  reached.  The  mixture  is 
boiled  and  made  neutral  with  carbonate  of  sodium,  finally  filtered  and 
evaporated  to  the  consistence  of  a  soft  extract. 

The  various  changes  which  the  meat  undergoes  during  the 
digestive  process  are  sufficiently  interesting  to  be  worthy  of 


*  Abstract  of  a  paper  read  to  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  on 
Thursday,,  March  IZ. 


notice.  On  diluting  the  pulped  meat  with  water  a  pale  pink 
fluid  results,  in  which  is  seen  a  grey  stringy  mass  of  myosin. 
If  at  this  point  a  portion  of  the  fluid  is  withdrawn  and 
heated,  coagulation  of  the  albumin  takes  place,  with  preci- 
pitation of  the  myosin,  the  two  mingling  to  form  a  gTeyish 
brown  coagulum  ;  the  clear  fluid  is  now  almost  colourless, 
and  contains  a  litt'e  gelatine,  some  salts,  and  beef-extract. 
The  grey,  fibrous,  insoluble  mass  contains,  besides  albumin 
and  myosin,  some  fibrin,  gelatine,  and  undissolved  salts. 
Directly  the  hydrochloric  acid  is  added  to  the  mixture  the 
pink  fluid  passes  to  a  dull  brown,  the  mass  thickens,  the 
muscle  swells,  increasing  in  transparency.  These  changes 
are  due  to  the  formation  of  acid  albumins  and  acid  myosins, 
and  are  preliminary  to  peptic  digestion,  for  without  the  acid 
the  pepsin  will  not  act.  For  the  first  fifteen  minutes  there 
is  little  change  in  the  mixture,  but  soon  comes  a  perceptible 
thinning;  in  half-an-hour  it  is  unmistakably  more  watery, 
and  its  taste  is  bitter,  moreover  it  gives  the  biuret,  or  so- 
called  peptone,  leaction.  I  find  the  thinning  to  be  largely 
due  to  the  conversion  of  albumin  into  peptone,  for  the  filtered 
and  neutral  fluid  no  longer  coagulates  on  heating,  so  that 
digestion  of  myosin  is  slower  owing  to  its  insolubility,  and, 
albumin  being  soluble,  the  pepsin  reaches  it  long  before 
it  reaches  the  myosin.  As  digestion  proceeds  the  mixture 
becomes  thinner,  and  increases  in  bitterness,  until,  after  from 
one-and-a-half  to  two  hours,  digestion  is  complete,  and  it  is 
useless  and  objectionable  to  carry  it  further.  The  peptone 
at  this  point  is  anything  but  bright,  as  many  erroneously 
suppose,  for  the  whole  of  the  meat  will  not  dissolve.  There 
remains  an  indigestible  portion  — "  antipeptone  " — which 
makes  a  turbid  mixture.  It  is  removed  by  first  neutralising 
the  peptone  with  soda,  then  boiling  and  filtering.  Most 
people  allow  four  to  six  hours  for  digestion,  but  if  the  meat 
be  pulped  as  directed  the  time  may  bs  reduced  one- half,  and 
the  product  is  always  of  better  quality  and  freer  from 
bitterness.  Oae  hundred  parts  of  lean  steak  yield  13  4  parts 
of  dry  peptone  and  4  3  parts  of  antipeptone. 

Peptonizing  by  Means  of  the.  Pancreas. — The  following  are 
the  details  of  ths  process  which  has  given  me  most  satisra3- 
tion : — 

Take  20  oz.  of  lean  beef  which  has  been  pulped  through  a  No.  40  sieve 
and  mix  with  it  ltOgr.  of  paurreatin  or  1  oz.  of  pulped  fresh  pancreas  ; 
dilute  tbe  meat  with  5  pints  of  water  having  a  temperature  of  60°  C. ;  now 
stir  in  100  gr.  of  caibonate  of  sodium,  place  the  mixture  in  a  digester 
keeping  it  at  a  temperature  of  55°  C.  for  two  hours,  with  constant  stirring 
The  mixture  is  now  made  neutral  with  hydrochloric  acid,  boiled,  allowed 
to  cool,  then  Site. el  and  rapidly  evaporated  to  a  soft  extract. 

In  pancreatic  as  in  peptic  digestion  the  whole  of  the  meat 
does  not  psss  into  solution.  Pancreatised  meat  has  a  more 
pleasant  flavour,  and  is  decidedly  freer  from  bitterness  than 
the  pspsin-peptonised  preparation.  One  hundred  parts  of 
good-quality  meat  gives  by  the  above  process  19  parts  of 
dry  peptone.  The  changes  observable  during  pancreatic 
digestion  are  somewhat  different  to  those  of  peptic  digestion. 
The  muscle  does  not  swell  by  contact  with  hydrochloric 
acid,  and  solution  of  the  meat  appears  to  be  more  rapid. 
Both  kinds  of  peptone  always  conrain  a  fair  amount  of 
common  salt,  formed  from  the  acid  and  soda  used.  This 
salt  acts  as  a  usef  al  preservative,  and  is  enough  to  keep  the 
concentrated  product  good  for  almost  any  time. 

The  Exhibition  of  Peptones. — Although  patients  are  well 
nourished  by  beef- peptone,  in  a  few  days  they  turn  against 
it,  complaining  of  it3  bitterness  and  want  of  savoury 
character.  After  several  tiials  the  most  successful  experi- 
ment was  found  to  be  the  exhibition  of  the  peptone  in 
detannated  wine,  in  which  form  I  will  call  it  vinous 
peptone.  The  method  of  preparation  is  as  follows : — ■ 
Vinous  Peptone. — Take  1  pint  of  light  coloured  invalid  port, 
somewhat  sweet ;  add  to  it  a  solution  of  isiDglass  until  it 
cea-.es  to  give  a  precipitate.  After  standing  a  few  hours 
filter,  and  dissolve  in  each  15  (z  of  the  product  3  oz.  of 
peptone ;  allow  to  rest  and  again  filter.  In  this  form 
patients  tolerate  the  peptone  much  longer  than  when  given 
in  its  simple  state. 

Peptonized  Bef  tea — Another  useful  method  of  adminis- 
tration is  to  dissolve  a  portion  of  peptone  ia  baef-tea, 
1  oz  being  added  to  each  pint  of  the  tea.  It  is  important 
to  mention  that  the  addition  of  peptone  to  beef-tea  makes 
it  a  perfect  meat  food,  strongly  nutrient :  in  its  simple  form 
beef-tea  is  a  mild  stimulant  and  a  weak  nutrient.  It 
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is  also  useful  for  administration  by  the  rectum.  Another 
method  for  rectal  administration  is  in  the  form  of  supposi- 
tories, the  best,  base  being  cocoa-butter,  which  can  be  made 
to  contain  50  per  cent.,  of  peptone,  a  5].  suppository 
equalling  5:j.  of  meat.  Gelatine  is  a  most  unsatisfactory 
base  to  employ.  Suppositories  marie  with  it  either  dry  to  a 
horny  mass  or  develop  a  fine  crop  of  fungus. 

Gelatinous  Meat-extracts. — At  the  present  time  there  is 
found  in  commerce  a  variety  of  foods  said  to  be  ten,  twenty 
and  even  fifty  times  stronger  than  the  meat  itself.  The 
most  concentrative  whole  meat  food  cannot  represent  more 
than  five  times  it  weight  of  bare  muscle. 

I  now  propose  to  give  some  results  of  examinations  of 
certain  foods. 

Beef- essence — Beef  jelly — This  class  oE  preparation  is  a 
great  favourite  with  the  public.  It  occurs  in  the  form  of  a 
transparent  yellowish  jelly.  Its  constituents  are  gelatine, 
meat  extract,  and  water ;  100  parts  gave  9  06  of  dry  solids, 
the  rest  being  water.  This  class  of  preparation  is  easy  of 
manufacture,  and  as  the  result  of  a  few  experiments  I  have 
founc  that  the  richest  jelly,  from  point  of  flavour,  was 
obtained  from  the  lean  muscle  of  the  bladebone,  but  the 
firmest  jelly  was  yielded  by  the  muscle  of  the  leg,  the 
difference  being  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  there  is  more 
gelatine-yielding  tissue  in  the  leg  than  the  shoulder.  All 
round,  I  prefer  to  use  the  meat  of  the  shoulder,  as,  in 
addition  to  superior  flavour,  it  gives  a  brighter  and  more 
transparf  nt  jelly  than  the  meat  of  the  leg.  Ths  following 
is  a  working  formula  : — 

Take  1  lb.  of  lean  beef  from  the  bladebone,  cut  it  in  thin  slices,  and 
place  in  an  enamelled  stewpan  with  20  oz.  of  soft  water  ;  cover  the  pan  and 
bring  it  to  the  boil ;  allow  it  to  gently  simmer  for  four  hours,  adding  a 
little  water  from  time  to  time.  When  the  cooking  is  sufficient  the  meat 
will  be  technically  boiled  to  rags.  The  entire  product  should  at  once> 
whilst  hot,  be  transferred  to  a  perfectly  clean  flannel  filter  and  allowed  to 
drain.  To  the  filtrate  add  60  gr.  of  salt,  bringing  the  volume,  either  by 
evaporation  or  addition  of  water,  to  8  fl.  oz.  On  setting  this  aside  in  a  cool 
place,  it  will  in  a  few  hours  set  to  a  well-formed  transparent  jelly. 

Carefully  made,  it  is  the  most  attractive  and  pleasant  of  all 
beef-foods,  hence  the  favour  with  which  it  is  regarded.  It 
is,  of  course,  but  a  concentrated  form  of  beef- tea,  and  as 
such  low  in  nutrient  power.  Its  great  good  point  is  that 
it  can  be  taken  and  tolerated,  and  often  does  good  where 
stronger  foods  fail.  A  tablespoonful,  spread  on  a  thin  slice 
of  bread  and  butter,  provides  as  tempting  a  morsel  and  good 
a  food  as  any  invalid  can  wish  for. 

Concentrated  Beef  tea, — This  is  sold  in  skins,  and  is  a 
concentrated  gelatinous  extract  made  from  both  bone  and 
muscle  For  its  preparation  the  lean  parts  of  leg,  shoulder, 
or  neck  of  beef  are  cut  and  broken  into  small  pieces,  and 
boiled  for  eight  to  ten  hours  with  some  sait  in  about  eight 
times  their  weight  of  water,  maintaining  the  volume  as  it 
evaporates.  The  mixture  is  strained,  allowed  to  cool  and 
settle,  and  next  day  the  layer  of  fat  is  removed,  the  gela- 
tinous portion  again  heated,  carefully  filtered,  and  concen- 
trated to  a  semi-fluid  extract,  which  is  poured  whilst  hot 
into  skins,  cut  into  sections,  and  allowed  to  cool.  This 
product  is  the  richest  and  cheapest  of  the  gelatinous  foods. 
Its  degree  of  concentration  and  the  salt  it  contains  prove 
excellent  preservatives. 

Alb  uminous  Meat  juices — Under  this  head  is  included 
foods  containing  uncooked  albumin.  They  are  of  various 
kinds.  One  of  the  most  popular  and  expensive  was  sub- 
mitted to  examination  and  found  to  contain  12  per  cent, 
albumin  and  57  per  cent,  of  solids,  with  some  boric  acid  as 
a  preservative.  Its  flavour  was  extremely  pleasant.  I  have 
little  doubt  this  juice  is  compounded  of  a  good  meat- 
extract  and  a  little  added  albumin.  The  albumin  is  present 
in  much  too  small  a  quantity  to  be  natural  to  meat-juice. 
As  a  nutrient  this  article  would  be  of  no  value,  as  an  entire 
bottle  only  contains  1  gr.  of  albumin.  Another  food  of  the 
same  class  was  examined  and  found  to  be  a  doctored  blood. 
Under  the  microscope  blood  corpuscles  were  seen,  and  on 
heating  it  formed  a  thick  coagulum ;  100  parts  gave  35  of 
solids,  of  which  12  7  parts  were  found  to  be  coagulable 
matter  composed  of  a  mixture  of  albumin  and  hsematin. 
Some  salt  was  present.  No  doubt  this  was  made  by  whipping 
ox  blood  to  remove  fibrin,  then  adding  salt  and  boric  acid 
as  preservatives.  Such  a  preparation  being  rich  in  nitrogen 
is  a  good  nutrient,  but  its  flavour  is  indifferent  and  the  origin 
repulsive  to  many. 


Succus  Carnis  (meat- juice)  is  one  of  the  best  of  the 
albuminous  meat-juices.  It  is  made  by  placing  slices  of 
lean  beef  in  horsehair  press-bags  and  submitting  to  strong 
pressure.  The  juice,  which  is  a  nearly  clear- red  fluid,  con- 
tains traces  of  fat  and  some  blood  corpuscles.  An  analysis 
showed  it  to  contain  7  3  per  cent,  of  solids,  3  9  of  which 
was  albumin.  The  mineral  matter,  mostly  phosphates, 
constitutes  11  per  cent.  The  following,  though  yielding  a 
weaker  juice,  is  a  more  economical  process  than  the  first,  as 
it  removes  a  larger  percentage  of  the  extracts  and  albumin  : — 
To  1  lb.  of  finely-pulped  meat  add  16  oz.  of  distilled  water 
at  60°  C.  and  1  dr.  of  strong  hydrochloric  acid,  slir  well  for 
ten  minutes,  then  add  44  gr.  of  bicarbonate  of  sodium  ;  when 
the  « ff ervescence  has  ceased  pour  on  to  a  stout  muslin 
strainer,  press  out  the  juice  with  the  hands  ;  finally  press  the 
residue  in  a  suitable  press.  Either  of  these  juices  is  quite 
equal  in  nutrient  power  to  any  sole  ;  they  are  not  unpleasant 
in  flavour.  As  they  will  not  keep  more  than  twenty- four 
hours,  they  need  to  be  freshly  made.  They  are  sometimes 
preserved  by  addition  of  40  per  cent,  glycerine,  a  practice  I 
do  not  recommend,  as  the  mixture  is  sickly  sweet. 


THE  SHOPS  (EARLY-CLOSING)  BILL. 

THIS  Bill  was  first  considered  by  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Trade  on  Thursday,  March  12.  Clause  1  was  under 
discussion.  Mr.  Banbury  first  moved  the  omission  of  words 
"  part  of  a  district "  from  the  clause.  If  his  amendment  had 
been  adopted  it  would  necessitate  the  whole  district  under 
any  local  authority  being  equally  affected  by  an  order 
under  the  Act.  The  promoters  of  the  Bill  said  that  would 
have  the  effect  of  shutting  out  London.  The  amendment 
was  defeated  by  20  to  12.  Next  Sir  J.  B  Maple  wanted  to 
provide  that  eo  part  of  a  district  should  consist  of  less  than 
250  shops.  This,  it  was  argued,  would  shut  out  many  placas 
in  rural  districts.  Then  he  altered  his  proposal  to  require 
that  at  least  50  shops  should  make  "  part  of  a  district,"  but 
he  ultimately  withdrew  it.  Mr.  Banbury  and  Sir  J.  B  Maple 
tried  to  limit  the  application  of  the  Bill  to  a  half-holiday  one 
day  a  week,  but  were  defeated  by  18  to  6.  Major  Dalbiac 
proposed  to  except  Saturdays  from  the  operation  of  the  Bill, 
but  Sir  J.  Lubbock  and  others  said  the  question  should  be 
settled  by  each  locality  for  itself.  Major  Dalbiac's  amend- 
ment was  rejected  by  21  to  6. 

The  Committee  sat  again  on  Monday,  Mr.  John  Ellis  in 
the  chair.  Clause  1  of  the  Bill  was  still  under  consideration. 
Sir  J.  B.  Maple  moved  to  substitute  four- fifths  for  two-thirds  as 
the  proportion  of  the  shopkeepers  in  a  district  whose  signature 
should  be  required  to  the  application  to  the  local  authority 
to  make  an  order  for  early  closing  Sir  J.  Lubbock  thought 
two-thirds  as  ample.  There  would  always  be  a  number 
of  the  shopkeepers  in  a  district  who  would  not  be  affected 
by  the  Bill,  and  who  would  probably  not  sign  the  application. 
It  would  practically  defeat  the  Bill  to  accept  the  amendment. 
The  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  division.  Sir  J. 
Lubbock  accepted  a  suggestion  from  Sir  W.  Houldsworth  to 
add  some  words  to  make  it  clear  that  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  local  authority  carefully  to  consider  the  area  and  the 
classes  of  shops  affected  by  an  application  for  an  order,  and 
any  other  matters  affecting  the  question.  Mr  Cohen  wished 
to  exclude  from  the  operation  of  the  Bill  any  shop  where 
attendance  is  exclusively  confined  to  the  owner  of  such  shop 
and  his  wife,  if  the  husband  and  his  wife  reside  on  tne  premises. 
He  said  he  did  this  in  the  interests  of  such  shopkeepers  who 
did  not  employ  assistants.  Sir  J.  Lubbock  said  the  object 
of  the  Bill  was  largely  to  relieve  such  small  shopkeepers. 
None  of  them  could  close  unless  their  neighbours  did 
so.  The  amendment  was  defeated  by  28  votes  to  5.  Mr. 
Jonathan  Samuel  moved  an  amendment  to  make  the  earliest 
compulsory  hour  for  the  half-holiday  on  one  day  in  the  week 
1  o'clock,  instead  of  2  o'clock  as  proposed  by  the  Bill.  Sir 
J.  Lubbock  said  that  individually  he  was  in  favour  of  the 
amendment,  but  he  had  agreed  to  2  o'clock  because  the 
promoters  wished  to  make  the  Bill  moderate.  The  Attorney- 
General  pointed  out  that  this  only  gave  the  option  of 
1  o'clock.  Ultimately  the  amendment  was  adopted  by  25  votes 
to  8.    Sir  J.  B.  Maple  moved  that  the  earliest  compulsory 
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closing  hour  on  any  day  in  the  week,  except  on  the  day 
of  afternoon  closing,  should  be  8  o'clock,  instead  of  7  as 
proposed  by  the  Bill.  A  long  discussion  ensued  on  this 
amendment,  which  was  eventually  negatived  by  21  votes 
to  8.  Sir  J  B.  Maple  moved  an  amendment  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  excluding  from  the  operation  of  the  Bill 
any  shop  the  occupier  of  which  closes  his  shop  on  one  day 
in  the  week  not  later  than  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  on 
the  other  days  of  the  week  not  later  than  8  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  This  was  negatived  without  a  division.  A  further 
amendment  moved  by  Sir  J.  B.  Maple  with  the  object  of 
excluding  from  the  Bill  any  shop  in  which  no  assistants  are 
employed  other  than  members  of  the  occupier's  family  or 
relatives  resident  with  his  family,  or  a  temporary  assistant 
engaged  for  not  more  than  a  month,  was,  after  a  short  dis- 
cussion, rejected  by  17  votes  to  6.  Sir  J.  Lubbock  accepted 
a  suggestion  made  by  Mr.  Blake  that  the  hour  to  be  fixed 
for  the  closirjg  of  shops  by  the  local  authority  should  not 
be  earlier  than  the  hour  named  in  the  application  to  them. 

The  Committee  again  considered  the  Bill  on  Thursday, 
March  19,  Clause  1  being  still  before  it.  Mr.  Tomlinson 
moved  an  addition  to  the  clause  providing  that  it  should  not 
come  into  operation  until  six  months  after  the  central 
authority  should  have  published  a  general  classification  of 
shops.  On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jesse  Collings  this  amend- 
ment was  withdrawn,  to  be  resumed  on  a  later  clause  if 
thought  necessary.  Mr.  Tomlinson  then  moved  the  addition 
of  a  provision  that  no  order  by  a  local  authority  shall  be 
valid  until  the  central  authority  shall  have  sanctioned  the 
issue  thereof.  Sir  J.  Lubbock  said  that  to  introduce  the 
Home  Office  would  be  simply  introducing  so  much  red  tape 
and  expense.  Surely  the  local  authority  could  be  trusted. 
Sir  J.  Joicey  said  he  had  no  great  sympathy  with  the  inter- 
vention of  the  central  authority,  but  local  authorities  some- 
times made  mistakes,  and  injustice  might  be  done  to  a  class 
of  dealers  with  no  opportunity  of  redress.  For  instance, 
some  small  shopkeepers  in  a  district  might  sell  newspapers, 
and  this  trade  might  have  no  interest  to  the  majority  of 
shopkeepers.  It  would  be  hard  to  deprive  small  traders  of 
the  opportunity  of  selling  the  evening  papers. 

Sir  J  Lubbock  explained  that  news  agencies  were  excluded 
from  the  Bill ;  but  Sir  J.  Joicey  said  news  agencies  might 
be  held  to  be  "  other  businesses,"  and  this  sale  would  be 
prohibited  with  the  closing  of  his  shop. 

Sir  Blundell  Maple  supported  the  amendment,  but  Mr. 
Burns,  Mr  Blake,  and  Mr.  Kearley  opposed  it  Ultimately  it 
was  withdrawn  in  deference  to  an  appeal  from  Mr.  Jesse 
Collings  in  view  of  reconsideration.  At  a  later  stage  Sir  J. 
Lubbock,  however,  intimated  that  he  would  consider  the 
p>int  raised  by  Sir  J.  Joicey  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  news- 
papers 

Mr  JRenshaw  asked  for  a  definition  in  the  interpretation 
clause  of  the  expression  "  occupier."  The  Attorney-General 
said  the  question  would  require  consideration.  It  would  not 
be  reasonable  to  allow  all  the  proprietors  of  a  shop  to  vote 
on  the  ground  that  they  were  qualified  for  voting  for 
Parliamentary  and  other  purposes.  The  language  of  the 
clause  was  too  vague. 

Clause  1  was  then  agreed  to. 

O  i  Clause  2  Mr.  Tomlinson  moved  the  omission  of  the 
words  "and  on  and  after  that  date  the  order  shall  bave 
effect  as  if  enacted  in  this  Act,"  which  he  contended  were 
unprecedented.  The  Attorney -General  said  the  words 
might  give  statutory  effect  to  an  order  not  contemplated.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to.  Another  amendment,  moved  by 
Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  was  carried  after  some  discussion,  leaving 
to  the  local  authority  the  duty  of  classifying  the  shops  in 
their  districts. 

Clauses  3  and  4,  dealing  with  the  revocation  of  an  order 
and  with  the  decision  of  questions  as  to  classification,  were 
adopted  with  some  verbal  alterations  ;  and  Clause  5,  which 
refers  to  the  closing  of  shops  where  two  or  more  trades  are 
carried  on,  was  reached  when  the  Committee  adjourned. 

FOOD  PRODUCTS  ADULTERATION. 

The  first  sitting  of  the  new  Select  Committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts  was  held  on  March  10  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell.  The  only  witness  then  before  the  Committee  was 
Mr.  Otto  Hehner,  who  represented  the  Society  of  Public. 


Analysts.  In  the  course  of  his  evidence  Mr.  Hehner  said  the 
working  of  the  Acts  had  shown  that  the  present  interpreta- 
tion of  the  term  "food  "  was  far  too  Darrow.  No  one  could 
pretend  that  pepper,  or  mustard,  or  spices,  were  taken  for 
food,  and  it  had  been  held  by  the  Courts  that  baking-powder 
which  enters  into  food,  was  not  an  article  which  came  within 
the  operations  of  the  Acts.  He  also  referred  to  the  necessity 
for  prominent  labelling  of  such  things  as  condensed  skim- 
milk,  mustard- mixture,  &c.  He  advocated  that  only  fellows 
of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  with  special  training  in  food 
and  drug  analyses  should  be  appointed  public  analysts.  He 
suggested  a  Board  of  Reference,  which  should  consist  of  the 
chief  chemical  officer  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Department,  one 
representative  nominated  by  the  Pharmacetical  Society  or 
the  General  Medical  Council,  one  representative  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  and  three  public  analysts.  He  would  not 
have  members  of  the  trade  on  the  Board,  but  would  have  the 
Board  consult  them  and  merchants  before  taking  any  action. 
The  Board  could  get  information  of  new  kinds  of  adultera- 
tion practised  in  foreign  countries.  Such  questions  as  that 
of  copper  in  preserved  peas  might  be  referred  to  the  Board. 

Mr.  Primrose,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Customs,  was 
examined  as  to  the  possibility  of  checking  the  importation 
of  adulterated  butter  and  margarine,  and  he  told  the  Com- 
mittee what  amount  of  labour,  space,  and  expense  that 
would  involve.  On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  the 
Customs  officers  had  taken  samples  of  butter  last  year,  and 
had  them  analysed.  From  May  to  June  they  had  284 
samples,  and  273  were  passed  as  pure,  and  11  were  adulte- 
rated— that  is,  about  4  per  cent.  Then  in  winter,  when 
there  was  more  reason  to  anticipate  adulteration,  429 
samples  were  taken,  of  which  341  were  passed  as  sound,  and 
88  were  returned  as  adulterated.  The  adulteration  varied 
from  5  to  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Otto  Hehner  continued  his  evidence  on  Tuesday. 
March  17,  and  said  that  as  to  drugs  the  condition  of 
articles  changed  from  natural  causes;  lime-water,  for 
instance,  might  lose  its  lime  and  become  water,  but  it  was 
the  duty  of  a  chemist  to  see  that  he  supplied  the  right 
article,  just  as  it  was  the  duty  of  a  butcher  to  see  that  his 
meat  was  sound.  The  whole  subject  of  drugs  was,  however, 
in  a  chaotic  state,  and  a  standard  of  drugs  was  most  urgently 
wanted.  That  standard  should  be  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 
It  was  possible  that  exception  might  be  necessary  in  some 
cases,  but  these  could  be  dealt  with  without  serious  difficulty. 
In  the  course  of  his  evidence  the  witness  stated,  while 
making  no  imputation  on  the  analytical  skill  of  the 
officials  at  Somerset  House,  that  practically  the  whole 
body  of  public  analysts  differed  in  their  analyses  from 
those  of  Somerset  House.  Samples  had  been  passed  as 
genuine  by  that  department  which  public  analysts  were 
firmly  convinced  were  adulterated.  The  chairman  an- 
nounced that  in  consequence  of  statements  which  had 
been  made  before  the  committee,  Somerset  House  had 
applied  to  be  allowed  to  give  rebutting  evidence,  and  person- 
ally he  was  in  favour  of  the  question  being  fought  out 
before  the  committee. 

On  Wednesday  Professor  Tichborne,  of  Dublin,  gave 
evidence  on  the  butter  question,  upon  which  he  has  con- 
siderable experience  in  connection  with  some  of  the  principal 
butter  associations  in  the  South  of  Ireland.  He  also  spoke 
on  the  margarine  question,  and  on  the  details  of  working  the 
Adulteration  Acts.  He  is  the  only  chemical  witness  examined 
from  the  Irish  side. 

HEMP  DRUG 3. 
In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday,  in  reply  to  a 
question  by  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts,  Lord  George  Hamilton 
said  the  Bill  to  amend  the  Excise  Act,  1881,  was  intro- 
duced to  give  effect  to  the  restrictive  suggestions  of  the 
Hemp-drugs  Commission,  and  that  object  will  be  kept  in 
view.  As  regards  Burmah,  the  existing  law  gives  powers  as 
to  granting  licences  for  the  growth,  preparation,  and  posses- 
sion of  ganj  a  which  are  not  now  exercised.  The  amending 
Bill  introduces  no  change  in  this  respect,  and  it  is  not  pro- 
posed to  make  any  use  at  present  of  these  powers.  As 
regards  the  rest  of  India  the  Bill  does  not  alter  the  existing 
law,  under  which  5  tolas  is  fixed  as  the  limit  for  the  retail 
sale  of  gaDja,  and  it  renews  the  provision  that  no  unlicensed 
person  may  have  in  his  possession  more  than  that  quantity  of 
the  drug. 
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Telegrams:  "SAXJTAS  LOUDON."  Registered  Trade  Mark:  "SAXITAS." 

THE  SANffAS  CO.,  LTD. 

(O.  T.  KINGZETT,  F.I.O.,  F.O.S.,  Managing  Director), 

DISINFECTANT  MANUFACTURERS, 
Chemical  Manufacturers  &  Merchants, 

Analytical  Department  for  Disinfectants,  Waters,  Sheep  Dipi 
Sanitary  Preparations. 


,  and 


"  Sanitas  "  Disinfectants  and 
Appliances. 

"  Sanltas-Euealyptus  "  Pre- 
parations, &e. 

•*  Creoeide  "  and  Carbolic  Dis- 
infectants. 

L.  G.  B.  Corrosive  Sublimate 
Pellets. 

Peroxide  of  Hydrogen  (Patent 
Preserved), 


Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles 

(Patent).       ^  m- 

Chloride  Of  Zinc  (Any  Gravity). 

Eucalyptus  Oils  (Own  Importa- 
tion). 

Drain  Testers. 

Sheep  Dips. 

Weed  Destroyer. 

Moth  Paper. 


And  all  kinds  of  DISINFECTANT  MATERIALS. 


City  Depot  :  29  QUEEN"  VICTOKIA  STREET,  E.C. 
New  York  :  636  WEST  55th  STREET. 
Works:   BETHNAL   GREEN",  LONDON,  E. 

N.B. — Copyright  Book,  "  How  to  Disinfect,"  sent  free. 


THE  OLDEST  ENGLISH  &  AMERICAN  CHEMIST 
:    In  PARIS  (founded  1808/ 

iO  IS  SY  —  G  A  L  LOIS 

2,  Place:  Venddme,  Corner  of  rue  St-Honore 

would  undertake  one  or  two  additional 
agencies  lor  patent  M-edicines,;  Sundries,  .etc 
Special  connexion  amongst  Doctors  ' 
::  :      in  Saris  &  Provinces.  ■ 


WEED  KILLER. 

THE  GARDENER'S  FRIEND. 
Saves  Time,  Labour,  and  Money.    Safe,  Effective,  and  Cheap. 

ONLY  ADDRESS  : 

TOMLINSON    &  HAYWARD, 

Mint  Street  Chemical  Works,^  LINCOLN. 

ESTABLISHED  1842. 


PATENTS,  DESIGNS,  &  TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  of  the  Society 
free  of  charge.    Registrations  throughout  the  world.  Advice 
as  to  infringements  preliminary  to  litigation. 

APPLY — 

TRADE    MARK    PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

1  FTTRNIVAL  STREET,  E.C. 


Howards'  SeidUtz  Powder. 
English  Tartaric  Acid. 
Hand- weighed. 


HORA'S 

P.B.  SEIDLITZ 
4Ss.  POWDERS 


WVWVVVVVVWAVV 

47  MINORIES,  LONDON. 


JOHN  MOSS  &  C°I 

AEE  PKODUCING  THE  BEST 

FLEXIBLE  GELATINE  CAPSULES. 

They  are  free  from  Taste  or-  Smell.  Never  "Pit"  or-  Shrinks 
Are  Flexible  but  not  Sticky.    Quite  Soluble.    Are  unaffected  by 

time  or  climate. 
All  Ingredients  guaranteed  to  be  of  the  Finest  and  Purest  Quality. 

-A-SiC    FOE,    miCES  OP 

JOHN   MOSS   &  COY. 

Galen  Works,  Wilson  St.,  New  Cross  Road,  London,  S.E. 


Condvs  Fluid. 


|  ELEVEN  1 

NJl 

JNCTI 

ONS 

With  damages  and  costs,  have  been 
obtained  against  Chemists  selling  a 
liquid  not  manufactured  by  Condy  and 
Mitchell,  Ltd.,  in  execution  of  orders  for 
"CONDY'S  FLUID." 


TRADE  MARK  REGISTRATIONS. 

(HOME.   FOREIGN.  AND  COLONIAL.) 

Mod  q pa t e  I  n  el usivo  Foo^. 

SEARCHES,    REPORTS,  DESIGNS. 
T.  B.  BROWNE.  Ld.,  163,  Queen  Victoria5t.,E.C. 


"We  invite  the  co-operation 
of  a  pushing  Chemist  in 
every  Town. 

WE  will  advertise  YOU 
in   a  direction  that  must 
result  advantageously. 
Write 

HORLIOK  and  Co. 
39   Snow  Hill, 
London,  E.C. 


The  Ideal  Tonic. 


Retail  price,  4/=  per  bottle  ;  45/=  per  dozen. 

Trade  Terms :    Less  than  one  dozen,  40/=  Net- 
Cases  of  one  dozen,  36/-  Net. 
United  Kingdom  :— Carriage  paid  on  three  cases. 
For  Shipment :-  Five  cases  f.o.b.  London. 
Sole  Proprietors- 
Fletcher,   Fletcher  &  Co.,   Holloway,  LONDON. 

THE   ANTI-CUTTING  MOVEMENT. 

The  progress  reported  last  week  by  the  Council  of  the- 
Proprietary  Articles  Trades  Association  will  have  been  re- 
ceived with  satisfaction  but  without  any  very  rampant 
enhusiasm.  The  net  result  attained  so  far  appears  to  be- 
fiat  the  Manufacturers'  Section  of  the  Association  have 
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agreed  that  "  as  many  of  them  as  choose  to  combine  "  shall 
issue  a  circular  to  the  wholesale  trade,  requiring  the  latter 
to  sign  an  agreement  binding  them  not  to  supply  any  of  the 
articles  included  in  the  combination  to  any  retailer  whom 
the  Association  may  notify  as  cutting,  except  at  retail  prices. 
This  is  perhaps  as  much  as  can  be  expected  for  a  beginning, 
and  we  must  await  the  issue  of  the  circular  before  we  know 
how  much  it  really  signifies :  until  that  is  actually  in  type  and 
signed,  it  does  not  appear  that  anyone  is  committed  to  any- 
thing. The  essential  feature  of  the  proposition  is  the  com- 
bination. It  means,  if  it  means  anything,  that  the  supply  of 
all  the  articles  in  the  ring  is  to  be  stopped  to  the  man  who 
cuts  any  one  of  them.  This  will  be  an  effective  scheme 
whenever  a  dozen  largely-sold  articles  are  brought  into 
the  combination.  But  it  is  clear  that  it  will  need  a  very 
decided  success  to  ensure  its  permanence.  The  difficulty  of 
maintaining  a  compact  increases  by  square  multiples  in  the 
ratio  of  the  number  associated  in  it.. 

As  we  understand  from  the  report,  the  wholesale  dealers 
are  pretty  well  in  accord.  They  want  10  per  cent,  for  them- 
selves, and  they  are  willing  to  go  to  a  reasonable  amount  of 
trouble  in  controlling  cutting  in  the  retail  trade,  as  well  as 
among  themselves,  if  this  can  be  assured  to  them.  Honour 
is  due  to  the  few  pioneers  among  the  manufacturers  who  are 
willing  to  associate  in  a  scheme  which  will  ensure  their 
goods  being  sold  at  a  reasonable  profit  to  all  concerned  ;  but 
we  cannot  be  greatly  sirprised  that  the  majority  of  pro- 
prietors hesitate  to  risk  their  propeities  by  the  adoption  of 
the  scheme  until  they  see  it  in  operation.  If  it  works  well 
new  firms  will  join  gradually,  and  perhaps  rapidly.  With 
the  details  of  the  scheme  we  do  not  see  that  retail  vendors 
have  much  concern.  One  of  the  manufacturers  complained 
in  our  columns  last  week  that  the  retail  trade  have  not 
joined  the  Association  in  their  thousands.  We  do  not  quite 
see  yet  why  they  should.  It  may  be  worth  the  while  of  a 
liberal-minded  chemist  to  contribute  5s.  for  missionary  effort 
among  the  nnconveited  manufacturers,  but  it  is  not  reason- 
able to  assume  that  this  subscription  is  the  test  of  a 
chemist's  desire  for  better  profits.  From  this  point  of  view 
the  tour  of  the  deputation  from  the  central  Association 
round  the  provinces  from  Plymouth  to  Colchester,  and  from 
Belfast  to  Cambridge,  seems  rather  inexplicable.  Chemists 
surely  do  not  need  to  be  argued  into  a  conviction  that 
20  per  cent,  is  better  than  10  per  oent. 

We  cannot  bring  ourselves  to  see  that  the  solution  of  the 
problem  is  likely  to  be  advanced  by  the  adoption  of  a  com- 
bative tone  on  one  side  or  the  other.  When  manufacturers, 
on  the  one  hand,  complain  of  the  legitimate  competition  of 
chemists,  and  characterise  their  natural  inclination  to  push 
their  own  articles  as  if  it  were  a  fraudulent  infringement  of 
their  rights,  they  assume  a  position  which  neither  the  law 
nor  social  morality  gives  them  ;  and  when  chemists,  on  the 
other  hand,  threaten  the  patent- medicine  trade  with  annihila- 
tion unless  their  conditions  are  fully  complied  with,  they  are 
claiming  a  power  which  under  no  conceivable  circum- 
stances can  they  ever  exercise.  The  heroic  renunciation  of 
the  co-operation  of  grocers  which  has  occasionally  figured 
in  our  correspondence  pages  strikes  us  as  equally  vain.  The 
grocers'  competition  in  the  sale  of  proprietary  articles  is  a 
solid  fact  which  has  to  be  reckoned  with,  and  chemists  are 
not  strong  enough  to  boycott  it  out  of  existence,  even 
though  they  were  to  unite  as  one  man  in  the  effort.  If  the 
gTocers  and  the  chemists  could  be  induced  to  combine 
heartily — not  unanimously,  that  will  never  be — in  the  resolu- 
tion to  secure  a  fair  profit  for  their  services,  the  manufac- 
turers would  soon  fall  into  line,  and  the  cutting  minority 
in  both  communities  would  be  squeezed  into  a  very  tight 
corner. 


We  venture  to  suggest,  therefore,  that  threats  and  a  dic- 
tatorial tone  are  not  the  best  weapons  to  bring  about  a  better 
condition  of  affairs  in  the  trade  in  proprietary  goods.  Each 
side  has  its  own  interests  to  consider,  and  each  sees  that 
these  interests  are  to  some  extent  common  to  all.  The 
Association  which  has  been  formed  provides  a  theatre  for 
the  discussion  and  consideration  of  these  various  interests. 
Nobody  has  the  right  at  present  to  assume  the  airs  of  a 
conqueror;  nobody  is  jet  suing  for  peace.  By  diplomatic 
action — that  is  to  say,  by  compromise — some  improvement 
may  be  effected  ;  but  the  object  aimed  at  will  not  be  pro- 
moted by  recriminations  or  sneers. 


THE    SHOPS    (EARLY-CLOSING)  BILL. 

The  attendance  of  members  of  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Trade  at  the  discussions  on  the  Shops  (Early-closing)  Bill 
seems  to  vary  from  about  thirty  to  fifty.  Mr.  John  Ellis, 
the  Chairman,  puts  the  business  through  with  smartness, 
seizing  on  the  smallest  infinitesimal  fraction  of  a  second's 
hesitation  between  the  speeches  to  put  the  question.  His 
staccato  "  Order,  order ! "  is  not  frequently  necessary,  for 
the  members,  knowing  that  their  speeches  are  not  being 
reported  at  any  length,  show  but  little  inclination  to  wander 
from  the  point.  The  opponents  of  the  Bill,  if  such  they  can 
be  called — for  nobody  contested  it  on  its  second  readiDg — 
seem  to  be  hopelessly  outnumbered  in  the  Committee. 
Amendments  are  moved  on  every  line  at  least  of  the  first 
clause,  but  if  they  tend  to  mutilate  the  measure  they  are 
rejected  with  monotonous  regularity  by  majorities  of  two 
and  three  to  one.  Sir  John  Lubbock,  who  pioneered  the 
proposal  when  it  was  ridiculed,  is  just  as  courteous  as  ever — 
as,  indeed,  he  should  be,  now  that  he  leads  a  conquering 
force.  But  he  does  not  give  away  an  inch  of  the  ground  he- 
has  occupied.  Sir  J.  B.  Maple,  who  leads  the  attacking 
party,  takes  his  defeats  with  the  equanimity  and  cheerful- 
ness with  which  he  seems  to  take  life  generally.  His  most 
faithful  backers  are,  like  himself,  metropolitan  members. 
The  group  includes  Mr.  Binbury  (Peckham),  Major  Dalbiac 
(Camberwell),  Mr.  Cohen  (Islington),  and  Mr.  Webster 
(St.  Pancras).  Mr.  Tomlinson  (Preston)  is  the  most  per- 
sistent critic  of  the  Bill  from  the  country.  Sir  John 
Lubbock's  supporters  are  drawn  from  all  parties.  Among 
the  mo3t  decide!  appear  to  be  the  Attorney-General,  Mr. 
John  Burns,  Mr.  Bryce,  Mr.  Mundella,  Mr.  Wyndham,  Mr. 
Cameron  Corbett,  Sir  William  Houldsworth,  and  Mr.  Blake. 

As  the  Bill  is  now  pretty  certain  to  get  through  the  Com- 
mittee, and  will  probably  be  passed  into  an  Act,  we  quote 
once  again  clause  9,  which  is  described  as  a  saving  clause 
for  chemists.    It  is  thus  expressed  :  — 

A  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist  shall 
not  be  liable  to  any  fine  under  this  Act  for  supplying  medi- 
cines, drugs,  or  medical  appliances  after  the  hour  appointed 
by  an  order  made  under  this  Act  for  the  closing  of  shops  ; 
but  this  section  shall  not  be  deemed  to  authorise  the  shop  of 
a  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist  to  be  open 
after  the  said  hour,  save  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  has  given  notice  of  an  amendment  to  this 
clause,  omitting  the  latter  part  (after  the  semicolon) ; 
while  Mr.  Banbury  and  Mr.  Renshaw  propose  to  omit 
the  clause  altogether.  Sir  John  Lubbock  himself  proposes 
to  amend  it  by  adding  after  the  word  "  druggist  "  the  words, 
"registered  druggist,"  so  covering  Irish  needs. 


LITTLE  LIVER-PILLS. 
Cobeespondents  have  written  to  us  in  reference  to  a  para- 
graph which  has  appeared  in  papers  in  all  parts  of  the 
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country  entitled  "  A  well-known  trade-mark  upheld."  Some- 
times the  letters  "  advfc."  are  appended  to  the  paragraph, 
sometimes  they  are  not.  The  statement  published  refers  to 
Carter's  little  liver-pills,  and  states  that  the  illegality  of 
certain  colourable  imitations  of  their  trade-mark  ha3  been 
finally  declared  by  a  perpetual  injunction  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  granted  by  Mr.  Justice  Stirling  on  January  31. 
The  defendant  had  used  the  title3  "  Little  Liver-pills  "  and 
"Coated  Little  Liver- pills,"  and  the  inj unction  restrained 
him  from  the  use  of  these,  and  of  any  other  title  colourably 
resembling  the  words  "  Little  Liver- pills,"  the  sole  tight  in 
which  was  claimed  by  the  Carter  Medicine  Company.  An 
intimation  is  added  that  the  Carter  Medicine  Company  are 
initiating  a  vigorous  campaign  against  all  infringers  of  their 
rights  in  this  title,  at  common  law  and  otherwise. 

Our  correspondents  ask  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  it  has 
been  decided  that  the  Carter  Medicine  Company  have  the 
exclusive  right  to  the  descriptive  words.  We  can  onlygstate 
in  reply  that  in  the  case  referred  to  the  inj  auction  was 
granted  with  the  consent  of  the  defendant,  and  without  any 
legal  contest.  In  such  cases  the  Judge  generally  grants  an 
injunction  as  a  matter  of  course.  It  is,  no  doubt,  within  his 
discretion  to  refuse  the  application  if  he  should  think  fit, 
but  our  legal  adviser  informs  us  that,  in  a  long  experience, 
he  has  never  known  any  refusal  in  such  a  case.  But  an 
injunction  so  granted  does  not  carry~any  weight  as  an  ex- 
pression of  the  opinion  of  a  Court.!^Indeed,  noTiojunction 
has  any  value  as  a  legal  precedent  excspt  between  the  parties 
to  the  action.  It  does  not  have  any  effect  on  any  other 
person,  and  it  does  not  at  all  follow  that  because  an  injunc- 
tion has  been  granted  in  one  case  another  injunction  will  be 
granted  in  another. 

It  must  not  be  assumed,  however,  that  a  title  such  as  the 
one  quoted  is  certaialy  common  property  because  \  it  is 
descriptive,  and,  therefore,  not  registrable.  Ia  the  earlier 
years  of  the  Trade-marks  Act  this  was  the  theory,  and  *he 
Act  was  demanded  and  passed  for  the  express  purpose  of 
providing  a  ready  means  of  ascertaining  what  titles  or  marks 
might  be  used,  and  what  might  not  be  used.  Bat  the  limita- 
tions of  registration  have  been  so  numerous  and  so  strict 
that  they  have  been  found  to  work  injustice,  and  there  is,  no 
doubt,  a  tendency  in  the  Courts  to  give  protection  to  name- 
properties  outside  trade-mark  registration.  For  this  par- 
ticular instance  a  strong  case  could  certainly  be  made.  We 
cannot  say  whether  the  Carter  Medicine  Company  originated 
the  description  "  littlejliver-pills,"  but  undoubtedly  their  adver- 
tising has  made  it  specially  valuable.  Against  this  fact  has 
to  be  set  the  right  of  the  community  to  the  free  use  of  the 
English  language,  and  we  are  not  at  all  prepared  to  say  at  this 
moment  which  of  the  causes  would  prevail  in  a  well-b  ilanced 
contest. 


THE    CADI   UNDER  THE  PALM-TREE. 

All  disputes  among  merchants  are  settled  by  the  mushtaheJs,  or  teachers 
of  religious  law.  No  court-fees  are  paid  openly.  Most  questions  are 
submitted  by  mutual  consent  to  arbitration,  and  a  "mejlis"  (council  of 
merchants),  appointed  by  the  disputants,  generally  meet  at  the  hous?  of 
some  mullah.  These,  acting  as  assessors,  settle  the  matter  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  both  parties.  A  definite  judgment  is  seldom  given  for  either 
plaintifE  or  defendant.  A  compromise  is  nearly  always  suggested  and 
carried  out.   Oases  of  flagrant  miscarriage  of  justice  are  not  frequent. 

(0.  J.  Wills  :  "The  Land  of  the  Lion  and  the  Sun.") 

If  the  talented  author  whose  words  we  quote  above  had 
been  a  Persian  writing  of  Mincing  Lane  customs  instead 
of  a  Baton  describing  the  commercial  ways  of  Tabreez  and 
Tehran,  his  observations  would  probably  have  been  recorded 
in  much  the  same  words.  For  the  reluctance  of  Mincing 
Lane  disputants  to  submit  their  bickerings  to  the  judgment 


of  a  dozen  of  their  fellow-countrymen  in  a  court  of  law, 
with  all  the  worry  and  expense  incident  thereto,  is  so 
notorious  that  we  must  go  back  to  the  issue  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  of  January  15,  1884,  for  a  record 
of  a  lawsuit  (  Domeier  v.  Hale),  arising  out  of  a  disputed  drug- 
contract,  bearing  even  a  remote  resemblance,  in  some 
of  its  points,  to  the  citronella-oil  dispute  mentioned 
by  us  in  a  recent  issue.  During  tho3e  twelve  years 
many  thousands  of  arbitration-cases  have  been  settled  in 
Mincing  Lane,  if  not  "  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties," 
at  any  rate  without  violent  complaint  on  the  side  of  the 
loser,  and  although  an  odd  miscarriage  of  justice  occurs  now 
and  then,  and  the  injured  party,  after  some  grumblings, 
goes  his  way  and  forgets  all  about  it,  it  is  only  as  an 
exception  to  the  rule.  The  plain  British  common-sense  of 
the  arbitrators  generally  arrives  at  a  fair  solution  of  the 
difficulty.  The  Mincing  Lane  way  is,  in  fact,  a  Western  sub- 
stitute for  the  Cadi  under  the  palm-tree  of  the  Purple  East, 
with  the  exception  that  the  Mincing  Lane  Cadi  is  free  from 
the  suspicion  of  being  open  to  bribery.  The  action  of  Domeier 
i\  Hale,  to  which  we  have  referred,  was  tried  in  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  on  December  17  and  18,  1883,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Lopes.  Its  general  features  were  different  from  those 
of  the  citronella-oil  case  recjntlv  arbitrated  upon;  but  a 
question  concerning  trade-custom  was  raised  which  drew 
from  the  Judge,  in  his  summing-up,  a  statement  which  we 
commend  to  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  who,  when  act- 
ing as  arbiters,  are  so  very  prone  to  be  guided  by  what 
they  term  "  custom  of  the  trade."  "  A<3  to  custom,"  said  Mr. 
Justice  Lopes,  "it  must  be  established  by  satisfactory  evi- 
dence that  that  custom  is  well-known  by  all  in  the  trade, 
or,  if  not  known,  might  have  been  known  on  inquiry,  must 
be  reasonable — that  is,  not  inconsistent  with  law — and  must 
be  so  fixed  and  certain  as  to  be  generally  acquiesced  in." 

In  the  Domeier  v.  Hale  case  the  jury  practically  found 
that  such  a  trade  custom  did  exist  with  respect  to  the 
responsibility  of  brokers  for  their  buyers  ;  but  nothing  is 
more  certain  than  that  many  so-called  "  customs  of  the 
trade  "  which  have  formed  the  bases  of  award  in  countless 
arbitration  cases  could  either  not  be  established  at  all  in  a 
court  of  law  or,  if  so  established,  would  be  pronounced 
inconsistent  with  law,  and  therefore  void.  And  while  it 
may  be  admitted  that  as  Mincing  Lane  arbitrations  go  a 
sort  of  rough-and-ready  justice  is  generally  done,  we  think 
that  the  arbitrators  would  generally  be  the  better  for  the 
advice  of  a  trained  and  impartial  lawyer. 

The  enormous  cost  of  litigation  in  this  country  is  mainly 
responsible  for  the  dread  of  business- men  to  appear  in 
the  law  courts,  and  wo  fear  that  even  the  Commercial 
Court,  which  was  established  about  a  year  ago  as  a  means 
of  coaxing  disputants  back  to  the  Strand,  and  which  is 
specially  recommended  on  the  ground  of  the  cheapness  and 
despatch  with  which  it  settles  business-  disputes,  is  looked 
upon  with  unconquerable  mistrust  by  the  mercantile  com- 
munity of  Mincing  Lane.  The  Cadi-nnder-the-palm-tree 
mode  of  settling  squabbles  is  therefore,  in  all  human  pro- 
bability, destined  to  last  until  the  last  case  of  drugs  or  sack 
of  rice  is  sold  in  the  Lane,  and,  in  accordance  with  the 
British  habit  of  dealing  gently  with  antique  institutions,  we 
must  be  prepared  to  make  the  best  of  it.  But  we  venture  to 
suggest  an  improvement  in  the  procedure  as  follows  :  Let  the 
Produce  Brokers'  Association  appoint  a  legal  adviser,  who,  for 
a  certain  retaining- fee  and  a  share  of  the  arbitration-money, 
shall  assist  the  arbitrators  in  shaping  their  awards  in  accord- 
ance with  the  law  of  the  land,  and  let  a  freer  use  be  made  of 
expert  evidence  than  has  thus  far  been  done.  In  cases  where 
disputes  turn  upon  questions  of  quality  of  essential  oils,  for 
instance,  chemical  analysis  is  indispensable,  and,  generally 
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speaking,  the  days  when  disputes  concerning  the  quality  of 
drugs  could  be  comfortably  settled  by  two  brokers,  com- 
paring, sniffing,  or  chewing  bits  of  samples,  are  gone  for 
ever.  The  fact  that  arbitration  is  daily  resorted  to  in 
Mincing  Lane,  and  that,  if  the  award  be  wrong,  the 
aggrieved  party  has  generally  no  remedy  at  law  (the  up- 
setting of  an  award  being  one  of  the  most  difficult  things 
in  legal  procedure),  renders  it  doubly  desirable  that  the 
arbitrators  should  be  guided  in  their  decision  by  expert 
opinion. 


ABERDEEN  CHEMISTS  AND  WATER. 
Water  is  not,  perhaps,  the  only  drug  which  Aberdeen 
pharmacists  dispense,  but  it  is  a  very  important  one.  This 
may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  the  Aberdeen  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Society  have  found  it  necessary  to  negotiate 
with  the  Town  Council  about  the  charges  for  water  to  their 
members.  The  Water  Committee  of  the  Council  consented 
last  week  that  the  maximum  water-rate  to  chemists  should 
in  future  not  exceed  50s.  a  year,  irrespective  of  rental. 

A  FOGGY  EDITOR. 
A  reply  to  "  Chemist  and  Druggist  "  appears  in  Great 
Thoughts.  The  correspondent  has  asked  for  "  a  list  of  the 
best  books  in  Latin  for  a  boy  who  is  going  to  learn  to  be  a 
chemist  and  druggist."  The  editor  says,  "  we  confess  we  do 
not  understand  what  he  wants,  or  what  he  wants  books  of 
the  sort  for  at  all."  The  correspondent's  faith  in  the  omni- 
science of  that  particular  editor  will  be  rudely  shocked,  we 
should  think,  when  he  reads  that  reply. 

DRAPERS  BEAT  DRUGGISTS. 
A  business-house  champion  cross-country  run  was  ar- 
ranged for  last  Saturday  at  Forest  Gate.  The  contest  took 
place  over  a  five-mile  course.  Eleven  teams  took  part.  Of 
these,  that  of  Allen  &  Hanburys  was  the  only  one  connected 
with  the  drug-trade.  They  took  seventh  place,  Marshall  & 
Snel grove's  being  the  first. 

"  WITH  PLEASURE." 
There  is  an  article  going  the  rounds  of  the  American  press 
just  now  on  the  rational  manufacture  of  ink,  which  the 
journals  that  print  it  "  with  pleasure  give  publicity  to."  It 
happens  to  be  the  abstract  of  Dr.  Inglis  Clark  e  thesis  which 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  published  several  years  ago, 
and  as  our  connection  with  it  has  gone  astray  in  the  scissors 
and  paste  maza,  we  give  those  who  have  not  yet  printed  the 
paper  warning  that  it  is  not  quite  new  matter. 

MR.  CHAS.  LEDGER  AND  THE  DUTCH  GOVERNMENT. 
Mr.  Chas.  Ledger,  the  cinchona  pioneer,  cow  living  at 
Goulburn,  N.S.W  ,  writes  that  he  has  received  the  following 
reply  from  the  Dutch  Minister  of  the  Colonies  at  the  Hague, 
in  answer  to  his  request  for  a  further  grant  on  account  of  his 
services  in  procuring  from  Bolivia,  in  1865,  seed  of  the 
Ledgeriana  tree,  from  which  most  of  the  Java  cinchonas 
have  been  raised: — 

The  Hague,  December  1,  1895. 
Iu  answer  to  your  letters  February  6,  March  20,  October  25,  1895,  in 
which  you  appeal  to  the  generosity  of.  the  Government  of  the  Netherlands 
to  receive  a  reward  for  your  services  rendered  in  view  of  obtaining  the 
cinchona-seed  Mr.  Geo.  Ledger  furnished  in  1835,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that 
the  transaction  in  the  matter  having  been  entirely  of  a  commercial 
character,  and  duly  finished  on  this  side  by  even  repeated  liberal  payment, 
I  don't  feel  at  liberty  to  take  your  appeal  into  consideration. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Colonies  for  the  Minister, 

The  Secretary  General, 
(Signed)  A.  E.  Elias. 

We  regret  the  result,  but  as  the  planters  and  traders  to 
whom  we  appealed  on  Mr.  Ledger's  behalf  have  practically 
done  nothing  for  him,  we  are  not  surprised  that  the  Dutch 
Government  also  feel  disinclined  to  assist. 


THE  CHEMIST  S  WEALTHY  WIFE. 
Mr.  Williams,  a  chemist  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  married  a  rich  widow.  Mrs.  Williams  paid  the  honey- 
moon expenses  and  also  paid  some  of  her  husband's  tailor's 
bills.  Subsequently  "  she  made  things  unpleasant  for  him," 
said  Mr.  Williams :  "  he  had  deserted  her,"  said  Mrs. 
Williams.  This  came  out  in  Tunbridge  Wells  County 
Court  when  a  draper  sued  both  husband  and  wife  for 
261.  lbs.  worth  of  goods  supplied.  The  Judge  said  Mr. 
Williams  was  not  liable,  and  then  Mrs.  Williams's  counsel 
submitted  to  judgment. 

THE  WINE-TRADE  IN  DANGER. 

The  Wine  Trade  Review  observes,  with  perturbation,  that 
"  the  number  of  chemists  holding  licences  for  the  sale  of 
wine  is  being  constantly  augmented."  Wine-merchants 
would  not  mind  this  much  if  they  could  be  absolutely  cer- 
tain that  the  licences  would  be  used  only  for  the  sale  of 
medicated  wines;  but  <;  there  will  always  be  the  temptation 
to  a  chemist  holding  a  wine-licence  to  give  it  the  full  effect 
allowed  by  the  law."  "  To  frustrate  the  chemist,  and  keep  a 
possible  competitor  out  of  the  field,"  the  Wine  Trade  Review 
urges  the  wine- merchant  to  stock  medicated  wines  ;  a  course 
which  may  be  depended  upon  to  have  an  effect  exactly  the 
opposite  of  that  desired. 

MISPLACED  SYMPATHY. 
In  one  of  the  discussions  on  the  Shops  Early  Closing  Bill 
on  Monday  last  in  the  Trade  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  Sir  J.  B.  Maple  and  Mr.  Tomlinson  had  been 
advocating  that  the  earliest  hour  for  compulsory  evening 
closing  should  be  8  o'clock  instead  of  7  as  proposed  in  the 
Bill.  This  they  urged  in  the  interests  of  the  "working 
classes."  Sir  John  Lubbock  in  replying  said  he  was  well 
aware  of  the  sympathy  these  gentlemen  had  with  the  working 
classes,  but  was  not  that  sympathy  in  this  instance  misplaced  1 
To  illustrate  his  point  he  related  an  incident  which  occurred 
in  the  Coliseum  at  Rome.  A  Christian  child  had  been  thrown 
to  the  wild  beasts.  A  tender-hearted  woman  among  the 
spectators  exclaimed,  "  What  a  shame  ! "  "  It  was,"  said  her 
neighbour ;  "  that  poor  tiger  never  got  a  bit !  " 

THE  MEDICINE  WAS  TOO  STRONG. 

The  Daily  Telegraph  suggests  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  should  cast  its  lynx-like  eyes  in  the  direction  of  the 
apothecary  who  sold  to  Mrs.  May  Brudenell  Bruce,  of  Vauxhall 
Bridge  Road,  a  tonic  of  quinine  and  iron  so  atrociously  strong 
as  to  give  her  all  the  airs  of  a  virago,  to  entail  her  expulsion 
from  a  public-house,  to  cause  her  temporary  incarceration  in  a 
cell,  and  to  necessitate  her  appearance  before  the  Magistrate 
at  Westminster.  She  stood  in  the  dock  sobbing,  declared 
herself  to  be  the  mother  of  ten  children,  and  asserted  that 
as  far  as  she  knew  she  was  a  teetotaller,  but  felt  compelled 
on  Saturday  to  take  a  dose  of  quinine  and  iron,  which  must 
have  been  stronger  than  she  was  accustomed  to  imbibe. 
That  medicine,  as  the  Magistrate  knew,  produced  a  great 
effect  on  the  nerves.  The  doctor  had  certified  that  she  was 
intoxicated,  and  the  Magistrate  agreed  to  let  her  go  if  she 
would  pay  the  doctor's  fee.  "  I  suppose  I  must,"  said  the 
lady,"  philosophically;  "but,"  she  added,  with  a  coquettish 
toss  of  her  head,  "  he  doesn't  deserve  it."  She  ought  to  have 
referred  the  doctor  to  the  chemist  and  druggist  who  supplied 
her  with  the  extra  strong  quinine  and  iron. 

BUSINESS  SECRETS. 
In  the  Mayor's  Court,  on  March  12,  Messrs.  Wake  & 
Saunders,  mica  merchants,  sued  two  of  their  former  clerks 
for  damages  for  breach  of  duty  in  improperly  disclosing  the 
names  and  addresses  of  their  customers.  They  also  claimed 
that  any  memoranda  now  in  the  possession  of  the  defendants 
and  belonging  to  the  plaintiffs  should  be  given  up  to  them,  and 
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asked  for  an  injunction  restraining  the  defendants  from 
asing  the  information  obtained.  It  was  stated  that  the  de- 
fendants had,  while  in  the  plaintiffs'  service,  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  the  mica  business,  which  was  carried  on  by 
only  six  firms  in  London,  and  had  disclosed  to  another  firm 
the  names  and  addresses  of  the  plaintiffs'  customers  and  the 
prices  at  which  the  plaintiffs  were  accepting  contracts.  With 
"this  information  the  rival  firm — which,  it  was  suggested,  con- 
sisted of  the  defendants  themselves — had,  it  was  said,  under- 
cut the  plaintiffs  in  their  business.  By  consent  of  the 
parties  a  verdict  was  returned  for  the  plaintiffs  against  each 
defendant  for  101 ,  and  an  injunction  was  granted.  The 
plaintiffs  estimated  their  loss  over  the  matter  at  250Z.,  but 
'they  agreed  to  forego  their  costs,  as  the  defendants  were 
young  men  just  starting  in  life.  The  Judge  said  the  plaintiffs 
had  been  generous,  and  the  defendants  might  have  found 
themselves  in  a  much  more  serious  position,  as  there  was 
such  a  crime  as  conspiracy. 

THE  DOCTOR'S  DISPENSING. 
Last  week  we  reported  an  inquest  held  at  Alvington,  near 
Bideford,  when  it  appeared  that  a  baby  had  died  from 
swallowing  some  lotion  from  a  bottle  which  had  been 
supplied  by  Dr.  Matthew  Richard  Gooding,  of  Bideford. 
The  lotion  consisted,  the  doctor  said,  of  belladonna  and 
glycerine.  It  was  for  outward  application  and  was  not 
labelled  "  Poison  "  The  doctor  said  "  he  was  not  in  t£e 
habit  of  labelling  a  mixture  of  this  kind  '  Poison  ' "  !  That 
explanation  seemed  to  be  sufficient  for  the  coroner  and 
jury.  We  do  not  find  that  any  comment  of  any  kind  on  this 
unsatisfactory  "habit"  of  Dr.  Gooding's  was  made  by  any- 
body. It  is  right  to  point  out,  however,  that  the  Pharmacy 
Act  was  especially  provided  to  check  such  habits.  If  the 
bottle  was  labelled  with  the  nam3  and  address  of  the  doctor, 
and  the  ingredients  of  the  lotion  were  entered  in  a  book 
kept  for  that  purp  ise,  Dr.  Gooding  is  within  the  law,  though 
in  that  case  his  habit  of  sending  out  poisonous  applications 
without  an  indication  of  their  character  is  a  reprehensible 
one.  Bat  if  the  bottle  bore  no  label  at  all  Dr.  Gooding  is 
liable  to  a  penalty,  which  for  the  benefit  of  other  Bideford 
babies  we  hope  will  be  enforced. 
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Atkinson.— On  February  23,  Mr.  E.  S.  Atkinson,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Knotticgley.    Aged  68. 

Beown.— Oi  February  27,  Mr.  William  Brown,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Monkwearmouth.    Aged  59. 

Jambs — A.t  Ystrad  Walter,  Llandovery,  on  March  11,  Mr. 
James  LI.  James,  brother  of  Mr.  Morgan  W.  James,  chemist, 
Llanelly,  from  haemorrhage  of  the  lungs.  While  studying  at 
a  London  school  of  pharmacy  last  August,  Mr.  James 
caught  a  chill,  which  developed  into  phthisis,  with  this  sad 
result. 

Knight.— On  March  18,  at  452  Edgware  Road,  Sarah 
Ann,  the  beloved  wife  of  George  James  Knight,  chemist  and 
druggist,  and  elder  daughter  of  the  late  William  Windle. 
Aged  45. 

Mills.— On  March  13,  Mr.  John  Mills,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  of  Eastgate  Row,  Chester.  Mr.  Mills,  who  was 
56  years  of  age,  was  a  popular  inhabitant  of  the  old  city. 
He  was  a  prominent  Wesleyan  and  Freemason,  and  in  con- 
nection with  the  craft  named  was  treasurer  of  the  Cestrian 
Lodge  (425),  and  a  P.M.  of  the  same  lodge.  Last  year  he 
was  selected  for  the  high  honour  of  Provincial  Grand  Senior 
DeacoD.  He  was  for  many  years  treasurer  of  the  Chester 
Natural  Science  Society.  He  had  been  in  business  at  East- 
gate  Row,  Chester,  for  over  thirty  years,  and  leaves  a  widow 
and  three  sons. 

Thomas.— On  March  3,  Mr.  Henry  Thomas,  pharmacauticil 
chemist,  St.  Lawrence.    Aged  35. 
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The  Liquok  Cabnis  Company  have  advanced  the  prices 
of  virol  sans  sucre  from  9d.  and  3s.  6d.  to  Is.  and  5s.  retail. 
This  is  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  red  bone-marrow, 
one  of  the  most  important  constituents  of  the  virol. 

Messes.  Leath  &  Ross  have  issued  a  very  complete  and 
compact  little  "  Homoeopathic  Gaide,"  which  sells  for  3d.  It 
is  a  well-prepared  abridgment  of  Dr.  Laurie's  "  Homoeopathic 
Domestic  Medicine,"  which  is  sold  at  5s.  In  the  guide 
twenty-eight  medicines  are  dealt  with. 

Messes.  Schebing,  of  Berlin,  inform  ns  that  they  have 
acquired  the  rights  of  manufacture  and  sale  of  Dr.  Schleich's 
Glutol.  Glutol  is  the  trade- name  of  powdered  formalde- 
hyde gelatine,  the  usefulness  of  which  in  the  treatment  of 
wounds  was  first  established  by  Dr.  Schleich.  Glutol  is 
a  non-poisonous  and  non-irritating  odourless  antiseptic, 
which  is  brought  into  trade  in  the  form  of  a  coarse  powder. 
Its  therapeutic  action  is  based  upon  its  power  to  split  up 
into  its  components  when  brought  into  contract  with  active 
cellular  tissue. 

We  call  attentioi  to  an  advertisement  in  this  issue  by 
Messrs  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited)  regarding  their  "  Per- 
fected "  cod-liver  oil.  It  will  be  observed  that  a  firm  of 
retail  chemists,  whose  nam  9  is  not  mentioned,  but  is  known 
to  us,  apologise  to  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  for  putting  up 
cod-liver  oil  which  they  sold  as  "  Perfected,"  thus  doing 
Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  a  considerable  injustice ;  for, 
although  in  common  with  other  wholesale  druggists  they 
sell  cod-liver  oil  in  bulk,  the  "  Perfected"  oil  is  quite  a  dis- 
tinct and  superior  article,  and  they  rightly  maintain  that 
the  putting  up  of  the  bulk  oil  by  retailers  and  calling  it 
Allen  &  Hanburys'  "  Perfected  "  is  unfair  to  them,  because 
it  may  affect  the  high  reputation  of  the  latter. 

A  New  Coca-wine. — We  have  received  from  Messrs 
Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis,  40  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  a 
sample  of  non-exciseable  coca-wine,  which  we  fancy  will 
meet  very  well  the  wishes  of  many  in  the  drug-trade  who 
object  to  retail  medicated  wines  under  a  licence.  This 
preparation  of  Messrs.  Hearon,  Squiie  &  Francis'  is  a  truly 
medicated  wine  which  has  been  passed  as  such  by  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue.  In  addition  to  containing  \  gr. 
cocaine  in  an  ounce,  the  wine  is  exceptionally  rich  in  coca- 
leaf  extractives.  It  yielded  us  23  5  per  cent,  of  residue  at 
70°  C.  This  residue  contained,  however,  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  saccharine  matter.  The  sp.  gr.  of  the  wine  is 
1-085.  It  is  neatly  put  up  in  Imperial  pint  bottles,  and 
although  it  is  not  as  palatable  as  those  wines  which  require 
a  wine- licence,  it  is  a  restorative  in  the  true  sense  of  the 
word,  and  an  article  which  no  pharmacist  can  have  qualms 
of  conscience  in  selling. 
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Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and,  opening  of  new  businesses,  are 
inserted  in  this  section,  free  of  charge,  if  properly  authenticated. 

Me.  Goddaed  Nicholson  has  resumed  business  at  Red 
Lion  Street,  Aylsham. 

Mr.  P.  T.  Jenkins  has  pirchasei  the  basiness  of  Mr.  J. 
A.  Day,  Wandsworth  Road,  S.W. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Houfe  his  ourchised  the  basiness  of  Messrs. 
Oldfield  &  Son,  The  Mall  Pharmacy,  Ealing,  W. 

Me.  Vincent  Wood  informs  us  that  he  has  bought  the 
Surgical  Hosiery  Company's  factory  at  Nottingham. 

Me.  J.  Smith,  of  Aigbarth  Road,  Liverpool,  has  purchased 
the  basiness  of  the  lase  Mr.  G.  M.  Birnett,of  Blundellsands, 
Liverpool. 

Dai's  Southebn  Dbug  Company  will  open  a  pharmacy 
at  103  High  Street,  Olapham,  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
alterations  can  be  effected. 

Messes.  Chableswoeth  &  Collen  have  sold  their  branch 
business  at  Dawes  Road,  Fulham,  S.W.,  to  Mr.  J.  A.  Day, 
ate  of  Wandsworth  Road,  S.W. 
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Mb.  A..  A  Campbell  Swinton,  electrical  engineer,  has 
opened  a  special  "  Roitgea'a  Rivs  "  laboratory  at  65  Victoria 
Street,  S  W,  where  skicgraphs  will  be  taken. 

Me.  Hbbbeler,  chemist  and  druggist,  Honndsditch,  E  C  , 
having  been  appointed  managing  director  of  the  Berkefeld 
Filter  Company  (Limited),  10  L  Oxford  Street,  W.,  has  soli 
his  drug-business  to  Mr.  Leins. 

We  notice  that  the  day-and-night  pharmacy  in  Oxford 
Street,  W .  has  ceased  to  keep  open  all  night.  The  shop  is 
now  closed  at  1  a.m  It  may  be  gathered  from  this  that 
"all- night  service  "  is  not  required. 

Messrs.  Long  Brothers,  of  Dover,  have  dissolved 
partnership  Mr.  F.  J.  Lsng  retains  the  business,  which  he 
will  still  carry  on  under  the  style  of  Long  Brothers.  Mr. 
S.  Long  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  Ward,  26  Stam- 
ford Hill,  LondoD,  N. 
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Me.  C.  T.  Kingzett,  manufacturing  chemist  ("  Sanitas"), 
has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Mottingham  Parish 
Council. 

Mr.  R.  Blackmore,  assistant  to  Messrs.  Harper,  Jackson 
&  Hirper,  Barnstaple,  has  been  appointed  dispenser  at  the 
North  Devon  Infirmary  at  Barnstaple. 

Dr.  Cabl  Peters,  the  fire-eater  of  German  East  Africa, 
fcas  a  brother  who  owns  a  pharmacy  at  Nuremberg,  and  who 
is  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  German  pharmaceutical 
press,  especially  on  historical  and  antiquarian  subjects. 

Professor  Be  bring,  of  Marburg,  to  whom  the  Paris 
Academy  of  Sciences  voted  one  half  of  a  prize  of  25.000f. 
ior  his  serum  researches,  has  presented  this  sum  to  the 
National  Fund  for  the  Promotion  of  Serum  Research.  This 
fand  is  to  be  mainly  supported  by  the  profits  derived  from 
the  official  control  of  the  diphtheria  preparations  of 
commerce. 

The  Coventry  School  Board  has  elected  Mr.  F.  Bird, 
tfaemist,  as  its  chairman.  Mr.  Bird  has  served  continuously  on 
the  School  Board  since  it  cime  into  existence  in  1870.  He 
was  elected  vice-chairman  in  1891  and  re-elected  in  1891. 
Besides  his  work  on  the  School  Board  he  is  a  manager  of  St. 
John's  Schools,  vicar's  warden  of  the  parish,  one  of  the 
Freemen's  trustees,  and  a  trustee  of  the  Church  charities.  He 
has  also  served  twelve  years  on  the  City  Council  and  three 
years  as  alderman  Although  haviDg  to  seek  the  suffrages 
cf  the  ratepayers  many  times  he  has  never  been  beaten  at  the 
polls. 

Mb.  Edwin  Wheeler,  chemist  and  druggist,  Clifton, 
who  has  devoted  the  leisure  hours  of  a  lifetime  to  the 
stupendous  work  of  making  water-colour  drawings  of  2.500 
out  of  the  3  000  species  of  the  fungi  indigenous  to  the 
British  Isles,  has  just  presented  the  results  of  his  work  to  the 
Britith  Museum.  The  drawings,  contained  in  twelve  bulky 
volumes,  are  now  at  South  Kensington,  where  Mr.  George 
Murray,  the  botanical  curator,  is  having  a  series  of  them 
framed  for  exhibition.  Sir  W.  H.  Flower  has  thanked  Mr 
Wheeler  on  behalf  of  the  trustees,  expressing  high  appre- 
ciation of  the  extreme  accuracy  and  beauty  with  which  the 
character  of  the  originals  has  been  delineated. 

Another  volume  was  added  this  week  to  Mr.  Thos.  J. 
Wise's  "Ashley  Library"  of  books  printed  for  private  circu- 
iation.  This  latest  book  consists  of  a  series  of  thirty-eight 
letters  written  by  Mr.  Ruskin  to  the  Rev.  F.  A.  Malleson, 
M.A.,  Vicar  of  Broughton-in-Furness.  The  letters,  which 
■are  almost  all  upon  ethical  subjects,  cover  the  period  of 
November,  1872,  to  January,  1883.  The  book  is  the  twelfth 
volume  of  Ruskin's  letters  published  by  Mr.  Wise.  Among 
the  other  works  of  the  Ashley  Library  are  "  Shelleyana," 
reptints  of  early  works  by  Keats,  Mrs.  Browning,  Matthew 
Arnold,  and  Fitzgerald,  poems  by  Swinburne  and  Wm. 
Watson,  essays  by  Andrew  Lang,  and  letters  on  Socialism 
by  Wm.  Morris.  "The  altogether"  make3  some  fifty  odd 
volumes. 


AT  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  As- 
sociation, Mr.  J.  H.  Hoseason,  Assistant  Lecturer  on  Phar- 
macy at  Owens  College,  exhibited  and  described  a  convenient 
form  of  apparatus  for  the  extraction  of  drugs  by  hot  or  cold 
solvents.  He  said  that  the  apparatus  consists  essentially  of 
a  jacketed  copper  percolator,  tinned  internally,'  with  a 
tubular  condenser.  The  lid  of  the  percolator  is  fitted  air- 
tight by  a  vulcanised  rubber  band,  inserted  between  the 
rims,  and  secured  by  clamps.    The  screws  at  A  and  b  (fig.  1) 
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are  of  the  same  siza,  so  that  the  tubular  condenser  can  be 
attached  at  either  position.  Fjr  the  purpose  of  extraction 
the  apparatus  is  arranged  as  in  figs.  1  and  2.  The  tubular 
condenser  is  attached  to  a  by  a  nut,  the  joint  being  ren- 
dered secure  by  the.  insertion  of  a  thin  rubber  or  cork 
washer.  To  b  is  fitted  a  block  tin  tube  G,  connecting  the 
percolator  with  the  receiviog  flask  f,  and  from  c  a  syphon- 
tube  h,  also  of  block-tin,  passes  into  the  neck  of  the  flask  F ; 
the  lower  end  of  the  syphon  tube  h  is  fitted  with  a  down- 
ward-acting glass  valve  v,  to  prevent  the  hot  vapours 
ascending  this  tube.  Taa  following  details  give  the 
principal  dimensions  of  the  apparatus: — Condenser  tubes, 
18  inches  long;  diameter  of  condenser,  6J  inches;  total 
length  of  condenser,  25  inches  ;  depth  of  percolator, 
from  level  b  to  bottom,  20  inches  ;  inside  diameter  of 
percolator  at  same  level,  14  inches  ;  inside  diameter 
of  bottom  of  percolator,  6  inches ;  centre  of  the  side- 
tube,  G  at  b,  1£  inches  below  the  lid  rim.  Practically,  a 
rise  of  6  inches  has  been  found  sufficient  in  the  syphon-tube 
H.  The  percolator  is  prepared  for  use  by  placing  a  thin 
layer  of  absorbent  cottou  at  the  bottom  and  covering  that 
with  a  thick  sheet  of  filter-paper.  The  powdered  drug  is 
then  carefully  and  evenly  packed  in,  a  sufficiency  of  mens 
truum  added,  and  maceration  allowed  to  proceed  for  24 
hours,  A  being  closed  by  a  screw-tap.  On  application  of  an 
air-force  pump  at  A,  the  first  percolate  may  be  obtained 
without  the  aid  oE  heat.  By  adding  a  quantity  of  fresh 
menstruum  equal  in  volume  to  that  already  driven  over, 
this  process  may  be  repeated  if  considered  necessary.  To 
thoroughly  exhaust  the  marc,  another  equal  portion  of  solvent 
is  added,  placing  three  fourths  of  the  volume  in  the  percolator 
and  the  remainder  in  the  receiving-flask  f.  The  condenser 
is  now  attached  to  A,  and  heat  applied  to  the  flask  f  by  a 
suitable  steam  or  water  bath.  During  the  first  few  minutes 
the  heated  air  contained  in  the  apparatus  should  be  allowed 
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to  escape  by  opening  the  safety-valve.  The  solvent  having 
been  raised  to  the  boiling-point,  the  vapour  passes  up  the 
tube  G  into  the  top  portion  of  the  percolator  and  is  rapidly 
liquiSed  by  the  condenser.  Percolation  begins  and  the 
process  becomes  continuous.  The  boiling-point  of  the 
solvent  is  lowered  as  the  apparatus  necessarily  works  under 
reduced  pressure.  After  extraction  is  complete  the  con- 
denser is  removed,  and  pressure  by  an  air-force  pump  ap- 
plied at  a,  to  remove  as  much  of  the  solvent  as  possible.  To 
recover  the  remainder  it  is  necessary  to  remove  the  side 
tubes  g  and  h,  close  A  and  C  by  screw-caps,  and  apply  the 


condenser  to  b  (fig.  3).  On  passing  steam  or  hot  water  into 
the  jacket  distillation  quickly  takes  place. 

The  use  of  such  an  apparatus  is  indicated  where  drugs 
have  to  be  exhausted  by  volatile  solvents ;  especially  in  plant- 
analysis.  It  effects  a  great  saving  in  solvent  by  preventing 
evaporation,  and  does  away  with  the  necessity  of  transferring 
the  drug  from  percolator  to  still.  By  attaching  an  exhaust- 
pump  the  apparatus  can  be  used  as  a  vacuum-pan.  It  adapts 
itself  to  many  other  pharmaceutic  operations — e.g  ,  prepara- 
tion of  syrups,  infusions,  waters,  hot  filtration,  simple  macera- 
tion, percolation,  &c.  It  may  be  used  for  the  extraction  of 
drugs  by  hot  solvents  where  necessary  (by  keeping  the  per- 
colator-jacket steam  or  water  heated),  although  that  process 
is  not  a  desirable  one  as  a  general  rule.  The  apparatus  was 
constructed  by  Messrs.  Hayward  Tyler  &  Co ,  Whitecross 
Street,  E.C.,  and  they  can  make  more  of  them  with  the  de- 
signer's sanction. 


Brestowski,  A.  Handwbrterbuch  der  Pliarmacie:  Praktisches  Handbuch 
fur  Apotheker,  Aertzte,  Medicinalbeamte  und  Drogisten.  24th  (concluding) 
part.  Pp.  865-912.  ';  Zucker  "-end.  Paper  covers,  2.40  marks.  (Wm. 
Braumiiller  :  Leipzig  and  VieDna.) 

Da  Oosta,  J.  M.  Medical  Diagnosis,  with  Special  Reference  to  Practical 
Medicine :  a  Guide  to  the  Knowledge  and  Discrimination  of  Diseases, 
8th  edit.,  revised  and  enlarged.  Illustrated.  8vo.  (Philadelphia,  or 
Sampson  Low  &  Co.,  London.)  28s. 

Duhring,  L.  A.  Cutaneous  Medicine  :  a  Systematic  Treatise  on  the 
Diseases  of  the  Skin.  2nd  edit.  Part  I.  Illustrated.  8vo.  (Philadelphia, 
or  Sampson  Low  &  Co.,  London.)    10s.  6d. 

Haig,  A.  Uric  Acid  as  a  Factor  in  the  Causation  of  Disease :  a  Contribu- 
tion to  the  Pathology  of  High  Arterial  Tension,  Headache,  Epilepsy,  Mental 
Depression,  Paroxysmal  Hcemoglobinuria  and  Ancemia,  Bl  ight's  Disease, 
Diabetes,  Gout,  Rheumatism,  and  other  Disorders.  3rd  edit.  With  54 
illustrations.   8vo.   Pp.616.   12s.  6d.  (Churchill.) 

Hart,  E.  Hypnotism,  Mesmerism,  and  the  New  Witchcraft.  New  edit, 
enlarged,  with  chapters  on  "  The  Eternal  Gullible,"  and  "  Note  on  the 
Hypnotism  of  1  Trilby.'"  With  24  illusti  ations.  Cr.  8fo.  Pp.222.  5s. 
(Smith  &  Elder.) 

Lascelles,  B.  P.,  M.A.  Single  sa't  Analyses.  Fourteen  tables  on  card- 
board, in  cardboard  cover.   (Swan  Sonnenschein.) 

Lodeman,  E.  G.  The  Spraying  of  Plants :  a  Succinct  Account  of  the 
History,  Principles,  and  Practice  of  the  Application  of  Liquids  and  Powders 
to  Plants  for  the  Purpose  of  Destroying  Insects  and  Fungi.  Preface  by  B.  T. 
Galloway.  Or.  8vo.  Pp.  418.  4s.  net  (Rural  Science  Series).  (Mac- 
millan.) 

Morley,  E.  W.  On  the  Densities  of  Oxygen  and  Hydrogen  and  on  the 
Ratio  of  their  Atomic  Weights.  With  engravings.  4to.  (Washington.) 
Sewed.   5s.  (Wesley.) 


Notter,  J.  L.,  and  Firth,  B.  H.  The  Theory  and  Practice  of  Hygiene. 
8vo.   Pp.1050.   24s.  (Churchill.) 

Prichard,  A.  A  Few  Medical  and  Surgical  Reminiscences.  Cr.  8vo. 
Pp.  100.   2s.  6d.    (  Arrowsmith,  Bristol.) 

Strangeways.  Veterinary  Anatomy.  5th  edit.  Revised  and  edited  by 
I.  Vaughan.   8vo.   Pp.  630.   24s.    (Bell  &  Co.,  Edinburgh.) 

The  Medical  Annual  and  Practitioner's  Index  :  a  Work  of  Reference  for 
Medical  Practitioners.  1896.  Fourteenth  Year.  Cr.  8vo.  Oloth. 
Pp.  lxxvi.  and  854.   7s.  6d.   (John  Wright  &  Co.,  Bristol ) 


Science  ant>  practice. 


Some  years  ago  Dr.  E  G.  Eccles,  of  New  York,  worked  along 
with  Dr.  Wiley,  the  chief  chemist  of  the  U.S.  Agricultural  De- 
partment, on  the  constituents  of  the  sweet  shrub  of  Tennessee 
\Calycanthus  glaucus),  and  he  separated  from  it  a  peculiar 
alkaloid, calycanthine.  He  has  been  speaking  about  the  matter 
to  the  American  Chemical  Society,  and  there  is  an  abstract  of 
his  paper  in  the  American  Druggist  (xxviii.  page  119).  Dr. 
Eccles  has  ascertained  the  formula  of  the  alkaloid  to  be 
Ci7H23N30,  and  its  specific  rotation  +  651  75°—  i.e ,  the  highest 
for  any  known  body  except  the  diamond  This  is  an 
astonishing  thing,  but  is  correct,  for  the  crystals  scintillate 
just  like  gems.  Here  we  have  one  more  example  of  the 
inadequacy  of  men's  minds  to  account  for  extraordinary 
physical  properties  in  bodies  which  do  not  exhibit  extra- 
ordinary composition.  Dr.  Eccles  has  found  two  other 
alkaloids  in  the  sweet  shrub,  and  a  peculiar  acid  allied  to 
citric  arjd  tartaric,  but  differing  from  them  in  reaction. 

The  possibility  of  curing  consumption  if  the  disease  is 
caught  in  time  is  excellently  illustrated  by  Dr.  Sinclair 
Coghill  in  a  piper  communicated  to  the  British  Medical 
Journal,  page  586.  Dr.  Coghill  has  for  a  long  time  used 
guaiacol  to  arrest  acute  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  and  the 
paper  now  published  contains  particulars  of  eight  cases  so 
treated,  the  ages  of  the  patients  ranging  from  21  to  36.  In 
extremely  serious  cases  the  doctor  prefers  to  administer 
guaiacol  hypodermically  in  doses  of  5  to  40  minims;  then  to 
give  it  along  with  cod-liver  oil  or  in  capsules  by  the  mouth. 
The  results  obtained  and  fully  described  in  the  paper  show 
that  withiu  a  few  weeks  this  treatment,  if  rigidly  carried 
out,  emtirely  removes  all  trace  of  tuberculosis,  and  it  cannot 
but  be  considered  of  the  highest  importance  that  English 
physicians  should  have  it  within  their  power  to  arrest 
"  galloping  consumption,"  and  to  restore  the  patients  to 
good  health  by  such  simple  treatment. 

There  is  a  very  interesting  paper  in  the  Lancet,  page  615, 
by  Dr  Robert  Hutchison,  of  Edinburgh  University,  on  the 
clinical  estimation  of  the  alkalinity  of  the  blood.  Dr. 
Hutchison  gives  an  excellent  resume  of  the  work  which  has 
been  done  on  this  subject,  showing  that  the  alkalinity  of  the 
blood  is  due  to  the  presence  of  acid  phosphate  of  sodium 
and  bicarbonate  of  sodium.  Curiously  the  corpuscles  are 
more  alkaline  than  the  liquid  portion,  and  it  is  necessary  in 
determining  the  alkalinity  to  be  careful  that  either  the  total 
amount  or  that  of  the  liquid  only  is  taken.  Liebreioh  pro- 
posed a  simple  way  of  doinggthis — viz.,  saturating  slabs  of 
plaster  of  Paris  with  red-litmus  solution,  and  estimating  the 
alkali  relatively  from  the  change  produced  by  the  blood. 
This  method  is  rough,  but  it  gives  the  value  of  the  liquid 
portion,  and  apparently  Hay  craft  and  Williamson  took 
advantage  of  it  in  proposing  litmus-paper  saturated  with 
various  strengths  of  acid.  This  paper  they  dried,  then 
glazed  the  surface,  and  when  a  drop  of  blood  was  placed 
upon  the  glazed  surface,  only  the  liquid  portion  percolated 
through,  so  that  the  alkalinity  of  the  corpuscles  did  not 
affect  the  result.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  blood  of 
anaemic  patients  is  more  alkaline  than  normal  blood,  but 
Dr.  Hutchison  has  found  that  this  is  not  so,  the  fact  being 
that  the  anaemic  blood  is  thinner  than  the  normal  blood,  so 
that  it  percolates  through  the  glazed  surface  better  than 
the  latter,  and  he  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the  deter- 
mination of  the  alkalinity  of  the  blood  is  of  little  value  for 
clinical  purposes.  We  mention  it  as  a  good  and  somewhat 
exceptional  example  of  chemical  practice  on  the  part  of  a 
medical  graduate. 
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42  CANNON  STREET,  E  C,  March  19. 

BUSINESS  does  not  appear  to  have  been  quite  so  active 
this  week  as  last,  and  there  are  also  fewer  changes  to 
record.  At  to-day's  drag-sales  it  was  announced  that  owing 
to  the  intervention  of  the  Easter  holidays  the  next  drug- 
auctions  would  be  held  on  April  16.  The  principal  features 
of  interest  in  the  drug-market  this  week  are  the  advance 
which  took  place  to-day  in  cardamoms  and  the  continued 
strength  of  the  cod-liver  oil  market.  Aloes  quiet  and  un- 
changed. Benzoin  dull.  Buchu  tending  easier.  Balsams 
without  alteration.  Belladonna-root  higher.  Cubebs  neg- 
lected. Camphor  without  change.  Colocynth  keeps 
firm.  At  the  cinchona-auctions  this  week  prices  were 
rather  easier,  and  the  unit  was  somewhat  reduced.  Cascatilla 
sells  well  at  high  prices.  Calumba  and  dragon's-blood 
quiet.  Ergot-o£-rye  easier.  Fenugreek-seed  tending 
higher.  Gamboge  about  10s.  lower.  Gum  acacia  in  demand 
and  dearer  for  several  kinds,  especially  Soudan  gums. 
Guarana  neglected.  Guaiacum  somewhat  easier.  Honey  is 
dull  cf  sale.  Insect-flowers  fully  maintained  in  price.  Jalap 
neglected,  and  ipecacuanha  firm  at  an  advance  of  2d.  cn 
Brazilian,  and  Hd.  on  Colombian  root.  Kola-nuts  in  large 
supply,  but  easier.  Fine  kino  remains  dear.  Menthol  quiet. 
Myrrh  is  very  cheap.  Musk  shows  no  change.  Star- 
anise  oil  firm.  Cassia  oil  somewhat  easier.  Italian  oils  very 
steady ;  other  essential  oils  without  change.  Orris- 
root  is  tending  somewhat  easier.  Castor-oil  also  somewhat 
quieter.  Fine  rhubarb  sells  fairly  well ;  common  kinds 
remain  cheap.  Senna  without  change.  Annatto  seed  in 
better  supply.  Sarsaparilla  remains  quiet.  Vanilla  is  dull  of 
sale,  but  beeswax  remains  inquired  for,  for  most  varieties. 
In  fine  chemicals  camphor  is  somewhat  easier.  Mercurials 
have  been  reduced  Id.  per  lb.  all  round,  consequent  upon  the 
decline  in  quicksilver.  Quinine  shows  no  alteration.  Citric 
and  tartaric  acids  quiet.  Sugar  of  milk  is  tending  somewhat 
easier.  Cream  of  tartar  dull  of  sale  at  lower  rates; 
best  crystals  may  now  be  had  at  94s.  Sulphate  of  copper 
very  firm  and  dearer.  Benzols  are  strong.  Carbolic  acid 
well  maintained.  Shellac  is  firm  and  slightly  dearer 
Cloves  in  good  demand  at  higher  prices.  Pepper  is  also 
firmer.  Good  Cochin  ginger  is  dearer,  but  Jamaican  of 
ordinary  quality  from  2s.  to  3s.  lower.  Pimento  remains 
dull.  Isinglass  is  dearer  for  Brazilian  and  West  Indian. 
Chinese  galls  sold  cheaper  at  auction  this  week.  The  Bank- 
rate  remains  2  per  cent.,  and  bar  silver  has  declined  to  3l^d. 
per  cz. 

We  have  received  the  following  cablegram,  dated  Wednes- 
day night,  from  our  New  York  correspondent  : — Copaiba 
balsams  have  advanced  by  2c.  per  lb.  all  round 
this  week.  Tonca-beans  fairly  steady  at  #2  50 
for  good  Angostura,  and  at  20c.  for  ordinary 
foxy  Para  beans.  Gum  chicle  is  easier,  35c.  being  to-day's 
quotation.  Coca-leaves  are  tending  easier,  fair  green,  partly 
broken  Trtixillo  at  18c,  fine  quality  up  to  27c.  per  lb. 
Menthol  firmly  held  at  $4  per  lb.  in  New  York.  Norivegian 
cod-liver  oil  has  been  much  excited  this  week,  £2  per  gallon 
being  the  inside  quotation  to-day.  Oil  of  peppermint  very 
quiet  at  unchanged  prices.  The  new  crop  of  Jalap  is  now 
arriving  and  offers  at  lower  rates,  fair  Vera  Cruz  being 
quoted  as  low  as  10c.  per  lb.  Mexican  sarsaparilla  quiet  at 
5s.  per  lb.  for  fair  quality.  Spermaceti,  American  refined, 
offers  at  32c.  per  lb.  Opium  again  slightly  easier,  good 
Druggists'  qualities  being  now  obtainable  at  £1.95  per  lb. 


New  York 
Cablegram 


Quinine  unaltered,  the  combined  manufacturers  quoting 
28c.  per  oz.  and  outsiders  26o-c.  per  oz.  for  bulk. 


Our  Hamburg  correspondent  wires  on  Thursday  afternoon  : 
—"All  varieties  of  Gum  arabic  are  advancing  here,  and  the 
Hamburg  inquiry  is  good.  Refined  camphor  is  quiet 
Telegram.  aDCl  rather  easier:  4.30m.  would  now  be 
accepted,  which  is  015m.  below  last  week's  quotation.  Star- 
anise  oil  very  steady,  but  without  actual  advance  in  price." 

We  have  received  the  following  telegram  from  our  Bergen 
correspondent,  dated  Thursday  afternoon: — l;The  weather 
Cod-liver  Oil  ln  the  fishing-districts  has  been  good  since 
Telegram.  iast  week,  and  the  result  of  the  fishing  shows 
a  considerable  improvement.  The  total  catch  of  fish  up  to 
the  present  is  16  millions,  against  37  millions  at  the  corre- 
sponding date  of  last  year,  and  the  output  of  oil  so  far  is 
4.600,  against  10,500  barrels.  The  oil  quotations  are  quite 
firm,  but  without  change. 


The  "  Citronella  oil  question  "  has  entered  upon  another 
phase.    It  appears  that,  in  addition  to  the  parcel  on  which 
the  award  was  recently  given  in  Mr.  Treatt's 

aid  Domeie"'  £av°"  (f°T  ^  is*°™  D°  I,eaSOn  t0  keeP 
back  the  fact  that  Mr.  E.  C.  Treatt  was  the 

seller,  and  Messrs.  Domeier  &  Co.  the  buyers),  Messrs. 
Domeier  purchased  from  the  same  seller,  but  through  a 
different  broker,  yet  another  lot  of  citrocella  oil.  This  was 
tendered  last  week,  and  acceptance  declined  on  the  same 
grounds  which  led  to  the  refusal  of  the  first  parcel.  Arbitra- 
tion was  thereupon  proposed,  but  an  application  (given  in 
the  law-notices  under  the  beading  "  In  re  Treatt  and 
Domeier")  was  made  yesterday  before  a  Judge  in  Chambers. 
We  understand  that  the  object  of  the  application  was  to 
allow  Messrs.  Domeier  to  bring  the  case  into  court  without 
resorting  to  arbitration,  as  provided  by  the  wording  of  the 
contract.  This  application  was  refused,  and  the  matter  is 
now  to  be  heard  in  the  ordinary  way  by  Mincing  Lane 
arbitrators.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  defeated  party 
will  then  try  to  bring  the  matter  before  a  court  of  law. 


We  regret  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  Thos.  Hale, 
of  Claydon,  Suffolk,  a  sketch  of  whose  career  appeared  in 
our  issue  of  last  week.    Mr.  Hale  had  been 
Thos"1  Hale''''  ailino  I0r  some  weeks,  and  passed  away  peace- 
fully on  Tuesday  night.    The  deceased  gentle- 
man was  nearly  84  years  of  age. 


The  following  general  order  has  been  issued  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Customs  : — 

Transit-goods  "  With  reference  to  general  order  T^T,  para- 
and  the  graph  27,  and  general  order  jf  jL,  paragraph  11, 
Merchandise  the  Board  direct  that  in  the  absence  of  in- 
Marks  Acts,  formation,  transhipment  and  transit  goods 
shall  not  be  detained  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Acts 
unless  they  infringe  the  provisions  of  those  Acts  in  one  or 
other  of  the  following  ways  : — ■ 

"  (a)  By  reason  of  their  bearing  marks  which  raise  a 
clear  and  direct  claim  to  British  origin  ;  or 

"  (5)  By  reason  of  their  bearing  the  name  or  trade-mark 
of  a  manufacturer,  dealer,  or  trader  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  without  qualification,  such  name  or 
trade-mark  being  that  of  a  known  firm  having 
its  principal  place  of  business  in  the  United 
Kingdom ;  or 

"  (c)  By  reason  of  their  bearing  a  trade-mark  spe;ially 
registered  at  the  Customs. 

"  Collectors  and  (in  London)  inspectors  are  further  autho- 
rised to  apply  this  order  to  goods  entered  for  home  con- 
sumption, but  intended  to  be  forthwith  reshipped  for  ex- 
portation, on  production  to  them  of  satisfactory  evidence 
(such  as  Dills  of  lading,  invoices,  &c.)  of  the  final  destination 
abroad  of  the  goods." 
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The  fishing  season  in  the  Lofoten  will  now  soon  be  at  an 
end,  and  there  is  no  longer  ranch  room  for  doubt  that  it 

will  rank  as  one  of  the  greatest  failures  in  the 
Mv/r-oif  history  of  the  industry.  We  have,  week  by 
Season.         week,  given  the  official  figures  relating  to  the 

output,  and,  although  occasionally  there  have 
been  some  signs  of  improvement,  the  general  result 
remains  extremely  bad.  The  Government  inspector  at 
Lofoten  telegraphs  that  from  600  to  900  cod  are  now 
required  to  produce  one  hectolitre  of  liver.  "  Few  people 
abroad,"  says  a  correspondent,  "  can  form  any  idea  of  the 
calamity  to  the  population  of  the  north-western  coast  of 
Norway  which  is  involved  in  the  words  '  failure  of  the 
fisheries'.' "  Last  week  no  fewer  than  7,490  fishing-boats 
were  collected  at  Lofoten,  all  of  them  owned  and  equipped 
by  small  farmers  from  the  coast- districts  between  Bodoe  and 
Tromsoe.  Even  extreme  prices  for  fish-products  cannot 
compensate  for  the  almost  complete  failure  in  the  catch,  but 
there  is  still  a  hope  that  the  fishing  between  now  and 
Easter  may  take  a  turn  for  the  better,  and  that  the  number 
of  fish  may,  after  all,  approximate  that  of  a  fair  season.  As 
the  subjoined  table  shows,  the  second  half  of  March  is 
generally  the  most  critical  time. 

Thousands  of  Fish  Caught  at  the  Following  Bates  of  the 
Past  Three  Seasons. 


1894 

1895 

1896 

16,470 

16,105 

6,452 

21,529 

29,337 

27,660 

36,735 

32,189 

43,924 

38,803 

48,429 

April  11   

45,058 

52.597 

5?,257 

54,749 

So  far  as  the  yield  of  liver  and  medicinal  oil  are  concerned, 
however,  there  is  little  hope  of  improvement. 


Acid  (Tartaric). — The  English  manufacturers  still  quote 
Is.  3d  per  lb.  for  B.P.  acid,  but  foreign  brands  may  be  had 
at  lower  prices,  from  Is  2d.  to  Is.  2\d.  perlb.  according  to 
holder.    The  market  is  dull. 

Aloes. —  Cape  aloes  is  unchanged ,  but  only  5  cases  out  of 
28  cases  offered  were  sold  to-day,  at  20s.  to  ,21s.  per  cwt.  for 
partly  drossy  and  soft  quality.  Of  Curacao  aloes  about 
200  boxes  were  offered,  of  which  68  sold,  without  reserve,  at 
steady  rates — 35s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  livery,  and  from  16s. 
down  to  5s.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  dark  to  low.  Socotrine 
aloes  steady  :  5  kegs  of  fair  quality  were  apparently  sold  at 
85s.  per  cwt.,  which  seems  a  high  price. 

Balsams. — Peru  quiet  at  7s  9d.  to  8s,  per  lb.  nominally 
for  good  bright  quality.  Tolu  may  be  had  at  from  2s.  to 
2s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  good  genuine.  At  auction  3  cases  were 
bought  in.  Of  Copaiba  balsam  5  cases  good  bright  Para 
were  bought  in  at  Is.  lOd  ,  and  2  casks  of  thin  red  balsam 
sold  at  Is.  8d  per  lb.  Canada  balsam  of  good  quality 
is  offering  at  Is.  4<Z.  par  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  Gurfun  balsam 
at  3d  per  lb. 

Belladonna- root  is  getting  extremely  scarce.  For  fine 
Hungarian  as  much  as  35s.  per  cwt.  is  asked ;  second 
quality,  however,  offers  at  28s.  to  30s.  per  cwt. 

Bekzoin— Rather  dull  of  sale.  A  fair  supply  of  241 
packages  Sumatra  was  mostly  bought  in,  53  cases  selling  at 
from  81.  2s.  6d.  to  81.  10s.  for  fair  to  good  pale  almondy 
seconds,  more  or  less  brown  borders,  and  51.  15s  for  very 
false-packed  seconds  and  almondy  centres.  Of  Palembang 
140  packages  were  bought  in,  and  of  Siam  20  cases  also 
retired  without  finding  buyers,  small  to  medium  pale 
almonds,  partly  blocky,  being  bought  in  at  16Z.  per  cwt. 

Buchu.— Quite  neglected;  only  1  or  2  bales  sold  at 
auction  at  2\d.  per  lb.  for  fair  greenish,  partly  stalky, 
leaves,  which  shows  a  further  decline.  No  improvement  is 
looked  for,  as  our  stock  is  increasing  considerably;  100  bags 
were  received  this  week. 

Calumba. — Quiet.  At  auction  some  150  bags  were  bought 
in:  bright  washed  at  35s.,  ordinary  sorts  at  9s.  per  cwt. 
It  is  reported  that  good  yellow  washed  has  been  sold  at  32s. 


Camphor  (Cbude). — The  market  is  very  quiet,  no  business, 
being  reported.  Formosa  camphor,  March-May  or  April- 
June  shipment,  is  quoted  at  167s.  6d.  to  170s.  per  cwt.,  but 
might,  perhaps,  be  had  at  165s.,  c.i.f. ;  Japan,  same  ship- 
ment, is  quoted  at  182s.  6d  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  At  auction 
11  tubs  fair  Formosa  camphor  were  bought  in  at  180s. 

Cannabis  Indica — In  fair  supply,  about  100  robbits- 
being  shown ;  10  of  these,  good  green,  but  dusty,  sold  at  3a!. 
per  lb.  The  remainder  was  bought  in,  there  being  no  bid& 
at  2d.  for  ordinary  brown  and  stalky. 

Cardamoms. — The  quantity  offered  at  auction  to-day  was- 
rather  large — over  190  packages — but  almost  the  whole  of  it 
found  ready  buyers  at  an  all-round  advance  of  about  3d.  per 
lb.,  competition  being  quite  brisk.  The  market  looks  like 
advancing  further,  and  it  is  generally  thought  lhat  the 
supplies  likely  to  come  forward  for  some  months  will  be  very 
small.  The  following  prices  were  paid  to-day  :—  Ceylon- 
Mysore,  medium  to  bold  full  yellowish,  3s.  Id.  to  3s.  3d. ; 
medium  long  pale,  2s.  8d,  to  2s  lOd. ;  small  to  medium  pale 
round,  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  Id. ;  small  pale,  2s  to  2s.  3d. ;  dull 
brown  mixed  to  fair  small  brownish,  Is.  Id.  to  Is  11  d.; 
ordinary  lean  and  dull,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  Ceylon- 
Malabar,  good  round  medium  pale,  2s.  9d. ;  small  to  medium 
ditto,  2s.  4<Z.  to  2s.  5d.  ;  small  palish  and  brown,  Is.  8d  to- 
Is.  9d.  per  lb.  Cardamom-seed  realised  from  3s.  up  to  3s.  2d. 
per  lb.  A  few  days  ago,  we  understand,  2s.  9d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 
terms,  was  paid  privately.  Wild  cardamoms  of  fair  quality 
realised  from  2s.  lid.  to  3s.  per  lb. 

Cascarilla  sold  readily  at  steady  prices,  62  bags  being 
disposed  of  at  from  50s.  to  51s.  for  good  bright  silvery  quill, 
and  from  32s.  to  37s.  for  thin  brown  bark. 

Cinchona  — The  monthly  cinchona'  auctions,  held  on 
Tuesday,  were  again  fairly  extensive  as  regards  quantity, 
the  nine  catalogues  comprising  2,646  packages,  divided  as 
follows : — 


Packages 

Packa 

ges 

Oeylon  cinchona 

244  of  which  244 

were 

East  Indian  cinchona  . . 

..     1,218  „ 

657 

African  cinchona        . , 

191  „ 

191 

300 

300 

South  American  cinchona  . 

. "    693  „ 

69 

ii 

2,645 

1,461 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  bulk  of  the  supply  was  made  up  ol 
East  Indian  barks,  the  only  variety  which  nowadays  keeps, 
our  market  going.  The  quality  of  these  barks  was  fairly 
good,  but  the  assortment  of  Ceylon  cinchona  offered  was 
exceedingly  poor.  The  tone  throughout  the  auctions  was 
dragging,  and  there  was  so  little  competition  that  several 
holders  preferred  to  buy  in  the  bulk  of  their  supplies.  The 
unit  showed  a  somewhat  irregular  decline,  but  may  be  placed 
at  an  average  of  just  over  \d  per  lb.,  against  \d.  per  lb.  at 
the  last  preceding  sales.  The  following  figures  represent  the 
approximate  quantities  of  baik  purchased  by  the  principal 


buyers : — 

Lbs. 

Agents  for  the  Brunswick  quinine-works     ..       ..  65,588 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons   54,915 

Agents  for  the  American  and  Italian  works  . .       . .  42,472. 

Agents  for  the  Paris  works    32,795 

Agents  for  the  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  works       . .  26,973 

Agents  for  the  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  works..  24,030 

Druggists,  &c   49,456 


Total  quantity  sold   296,234 

Bought  in  or  withdrawn    231,485 

Total  quantity  of  bark  off  jred  ..  527,719 


The  quantity  of  bark  purchased  is  of  course  no  indication  of 
the  equivalent  of  quinine  secured  by  the  buyer. 

The  only  parcel  of  any  importance  at  to  day's  drug- 
auctions  consisted  of  32  bales  good  bright  Maracaibo,  for 
which  6%d  to  Id  per  lb.  was  paid.  A  new  arrival  of  33  bales 
Guayaquil  bark  has  just  come  to  hand,  and  will  shortly  be 
placed  on  the  market. 

Cocaine. — The  manufacturers  report  a  fair  business  at  the 
recent  reduction  in  price.  One  of  the  makers  is,  or  was 
quite  lately,  underselling  the  others,  offering  100-ozl.  lots 
at  l?s.  8d.  per  oz. 
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Colocynth  remains  vptv  firm.  For  2  cases  of  good 
bright  pale  Turkey  apple  2s  Gd.  per  lb.  was  paid  to-day. 
Holders  will  not  accept  less,  but  at  the  high  price  mentioned 
the  demand  is  rather  slow.  Twenty-four  packages  were 
bought  in  to-day.  Good  Spanish  colocynth  has  been  sold 
privately  at  Is.  per  lb.,  but  at  auction  a  fairly  considerable 
quantity  was  bought  in  at  from  8%d.  for  dark  up  to  Is.  2d. 
iper  lb.  for  good. 

Cubbbs. — Fair  quality  from  Singapore  without  stalk  is 
said  to  have  been  sold  privately  lately  at  32s.  Qd.  per  cwt. ; 
a,  bid  of  30s.  was  refused  at  to-day's  auctions.  Fifty-four 
bags  were  all  bought  in,  34s.  being  asked  for  one  lot  of  good 
•quality. 

Dragon's-blood.— Fairly  steady.  Of  34  cases,  5  sold  at 
I0Z  10s.  for  good  bright  fiery  lump ;  91.  17s.  Qd.  for  good 
ditto ;  and  61.  for  ordinary  damp ;  dark  gum  in  reed  was  bought 
in  at  91.  10s. 

Ergot  of  Kye  sold  at  a  decline  of  about  Id.  per  lb. 
to-day,  twenty-two  packages  of  bold  but  very  wormy 
Spanish,  partly  of  recent  import,  realising  from  5d  to  5  f <Z. 
{subject)  at  to-day's  auctions  ;  other  lots  were  bought  in  at 
Qd.  per  lb.  for  good  quality  Spanish,  and  l\d.  for  good 
Russian. 

Gamboge. — Of  55  cases  offered  to  day  13  sold  at  a  decline 
of  fully  10s.  per  cwt.,  good  bright  orange  pipe  realising  101 , 
slightly  blocky  ditto  91.  5s.,  fair  blocky  pipe  and  chips 
•3Z.  7s.  Qd.  to  81.  12s  Qd ,  and  pickings  11.  per  cwt. 

Gentian. — Slightly  less  firm,  good  Italian  beirjgr  now 
offered  at  18s.  to  18s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  c  i.f .  terms.  French  root, 
however,  fairly  maintains  its  price.  At  auction  43  bales 
were  bought  in,  22s.  being  asked  for  one  lot. 

GuAiACUM. — Twenty-one  cases  were  offered  to-day,  of 
which  12  sold  at  a  decline  of  about  2d.  per  lb  ;  fair  quality 
block  at  2s.  2d.  to  21.  3d.,  common  earthy  quality  at  from 
A\d.  to  2\d.  per  lb.  For  a  fine  lot  a  bid  of  2s.  5d.  per  lb. 
was  refused. 

Gum  Acacia  has  been  in  good  request  the  last  two  or 
three  pays,  mainly  on  account  of  the  events  io  the  Soudan. 
It  is  expected,  though  no  convincing  reasons  are  given,  that 
the  supply  may  again  be  temporarily  stopped,  and  a  con- 
siderable advance  has  been  paid  for  good  sorts.  At  auction 
a  parcel  of  good  soft  Smdan  sorts  sold  at  80s.  per  cwt.,  and 
it  is  said  there  is  now  nothing  obtainable  in  the  same  quality 
below  that  figure,  although  a  few  days  ago  65s.  would  have 
been  accepted.  Fourteen  cases  pale  to  yellow  picked  Trieste 
gum  sold  at  from  51.  7s.  Qd.  to  6Z  17s  Qd.  per  cwt.  Two 
casks  of  good  Mogador  gum  realised  42s.  6d.,  and  for  3  casks 
Barbary  37s  per  cwt  was  paid.  Sales  of  bold  red  Persian 
gum  are  reported  at  15s.  per  cwt. 

Honey — Very  dull  of  sale.  At  to-day's  auctions  the  bulk 
of  the  lots  offered  was  bought  in,  a  bid  of  24s  being 
refused  for  fair  candied  Calif ornian.  Of  Jamaican  honey 
27  packages  sold,  partly  without  reserve,  at  from  20s.  to 
22s.  for  thick  yellow  to  fair  amber  mixd.  Twenty  cases 
Honolulu  honey,  thick  pale  brown,  with  fair  aroma,  realised 
25s.  per  cwt. 

Insect- flowers. — The  price  is  firmly  maintained,  and 
some  business  has  been  done  in  London  this  week  at  steady 
rates.  At  auction  10  kegs  so-called  insect-powder  sold, 
without  reserve,  at  2d.  per  lb.  "Open"  flowers  were 
bought  in. 

Ipecacuanha — Firmly  held,  and  tending  higher.  Of 
Brazilian  root  26  packages  were  offered  to-day;  the  whole 
of  this  supply  was  in  second-hand.  The  importers  are 
holding  back,  apparently  in  the  expectation  of  seeing  higher 
rates.  Only  four  packages  sold,  at  an  advance  of  fully  2d. 
per  lb  ;  fair  to  good  annulated  sound,  5s  4d  to  5s  Id. ;  dull 
and  damaged,  5s  Id.  per  lb.  For  a  parcel  of  London  picked 
a  bid  of  6s.  3d  was  refused.  We  understand  that  sales  of 
this  grade  have  been  made  at  6s  Qd.,  and  that  7s.  is  now 
asked  Carthagena  root  is  about  4<Z.  deader,  7  bags  stout 
but  damaged  selling  readily  at  4s.  2d  per  lb. 

Jalap  — Doll  of  sale.  Twenty  packages  were  bought  in 
to  day  at  9d.  per  lb.  for  good  Vtra  Cruz. 

Kcno. — Several  parcels  of  gum  described  as  '  Kino"  were 
offered  to-day.  Among  them  was  one  of  50  lbs.  of  the  red 
JEast  African  kino,  described  in  the  C     D.  recently,  as  the 


broker,  when  offering  the  lot,  pointed  out.  For  this  kino 
14s.  per  lb.  is  asked,  but  none  of  it  sold  at  auction.  One 
box  of  37  lbs.  of  Indian  gum  is  held  for  15s.  per  lb.,  but  a 
bid  of  10s.  per  lb.  is  to  be  submitted.  Another  case  was 
bought  in  at  35Z.  per  cwt.,  and  a  parcel  of  dark  astringent 
gum  (11  7-lb.  packets)  sold,  subject  to  approval,  at  9s.  Qd. 
per  lb. 

Kola — Tending  easier  and  in  good  supply.  All  African 
kolas  offered  to-day  (about  75  packages)  were  bought  in, 
but  a  case  of  bright  West  Indian  sold  at  10^d.  per  lb.  For 
good  washed  African  3d.  per  lb.  is  reported  to  have  been 
paid. 

Mercurials. — At  last  a  change  has  been  made  in  the 
wholesale  quotations  of  mercurials,  which  have  stood  un- 
altered for  months.  On  Tuesday  they  were  reduced  Id.  per 
lb.  all  round,  the  following  being  now  the  list-prices  of  the 
convention : — 


Under 
56  lbs.  of 
any  one 
sort 

For  assorted  lots  of 
not  less  than 

5i  lb*,  to 
224  lbs. 

224  lbs.  to 
560  lbs. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

i.  d. 

2  10 

2  y 

2  8 

Corrosive  sublimate 

2  6 

2  5 

2  4 

3  1 

3  0 

2  11 

„         „       levig.    ..       ..  „ 

3  1 

3  0 

2  11 

White  precipitate         . .       . .  „ 

3  1 

3  0 

2  11 

2  2 

2  1 

2  0 

2  1 

2  0 

1  11 

Mercury  with  chalk      . .       . .  „ 

1  0 

1  0 

1  0 

Other  mercurials  are  quoted  in  proportion. 

Musk  was  very  quiet  at  auction.  Of  Tonquin  pods 
13  caddies  were  offered  and  bought  in,  a  bid  of  70s.  per  oz. 
being  refused  for  small  to  bold  blue  skin  pods  ;  10  caddies 
third  pile  pods  were  also  bought  in ;  41s.  was  paid  for  broken 
damp,  partly  spurious,  blue  and  grey  thin  skin  pods.  Trim- 
mings sold  at  from  Qd.  to  lOd ,  and  empty  pods  at  3s.  to 
3s.  3d.  per  cz. 

Myrrh. — Very  quiet  at  low  prices.  Of  162  packages 
about  50  sold  at  45s.  for  dusty  sorts  (without  reserve),  and 
21s.  Qd.  to  22s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  pickings. 

Oil  (Castor). — Not  quite  so  firm.  Twenty  cases  taste- 
less Italian  sold  to-day  without  reserve  at  30s.  per  cwt.  For 
first  quality  3d.  to  3\d.  is  asked  ;  and  for  seconds  2\d. 

Oil  (Cod-liver). — Still  extremely  firm.  At  auction  21 
casks  Norwegian  were  offered,  and  15  sold  at  187s.  Qd.  for 
fair  old  oil.  For  good  1895  oil  195s.  was  refused,  205s  beiDg 
the  price.  For  fine  new  oil  235s.  and  240s.  has  been  paid 
privately,  and  to  day  about  35  packages  new  sold  at  235s., 
c.i.f.,  while  for  1895  oil  200s.  has  bsen  refused  on  the  spot. 
The  leadirg  brands  are  quoted  at  250s  to  260s.,  c.i.f.,  for  new 
oil.  For  Newfoundland  oil  6s.  Qd.  per  gallon  has  been  paid, 
and  7s.  is  now  asked. 

Oils  (Essential)  .—  Citronetla  unaltered.  At  auction 
4  drums  from  Colombo  were  bought  in  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb.,  and 
3ca-esof  Winter's  brand  realised  2fi.  per  cz  Two  cases 
D.  &  O.  Winter  green  oil  were  bought  in  at  6s.  3d.  per 
lb.  For  a  bottle  of  Mitcham  Lavender  oil  a  bid  of  40s.  per 
lb.  was  refused,  90s.  being  the  price ;  while  a  case  of 
"Excelsior"  French  lavender  was  bought  in  at  9s.  per  lb. 
One  case  of  fair  Sweet  orange  oil  (expressed)  from  Dominica 
sold,  subject,  at  4s.  \\d.  per  lb.  For  East  Indian  Rose-oil 
settlings  \d.  per  cz.  was  accepted.  Of  Cassia  oil  23  cases 
were  offered  and  bought  in— 49  per-cent.  oil  at  6s ,  and 
80-83-per  cent.  (Hongkong  analysis)  without  mention  of 
price.  Privately  the  maiket  is  dull,  and  70-75-per-cent.  oil 
offers  at  8s.  per  lb.  Star  anise  oil  very  firm.  There  are  few 
sellers,  and  they  ask  10s.  Qd.  per  lb.  For  fine  heavy  Cinna- 
mon bark  oil  4s.  per  cz.  is  asked.  Italian  oils  are  very  firm. 
At  auction  1  case  so-called  Bcrgamot  oil  sold,  without 
reserve,  at  2s  Qd.  per  lb.  For  pale  Japanese  Camphor  oil 
50s.  per  cwt.  is  asked.  Eucilyptus  oil  is  quiet.  For  4  cases 
Tasmanian  (Eagle  brand)  Is.  8d.  per  lb.  (subject)  was 
accepted.    Three  cases  pale  oil  sold  at  9d.  to  \0d.  per  lb. 

Opium  has  become  very  qaiet,  and  is  tending  easier, 
although  prices  remain  nominally  as  quoted  last  week. 
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Obeis  is  tending  easier.  For  15  bags  good  pale  Florentine 
a  bid  of  67s.  Qd.  per  cwfc.  is  to  be  submitted.  Eight  bags 
rather  yellow  root  were  bought  in  at  75s.  per  cwt.,  while 
Aden  orris  was  bought  in  at  30s. 

Quicksilver  has  been  reduced  in  price  by  5s.  this  week, 
the  importers'  quotation  having  been  lowered  to  Ql.  17s.  Qd. 
per  bottle  ;  second-hand  holders  offer  Is.  below  that  figure. 

Quinine  very  quiet.  No  business  is  reported,  and  13^d. 
is  the  nearest  quotation  for  German  bulk. 

Rhubaeb. — About  290  packages  were  offered  to-day,  in- 
cluding some  of  fine  quality,  but  only  41  sold  at  unchanged 
rates  as  follows  : — Shensi,  flat  bold,  good-coat  and  fracture, 
Zs.  5d. ;  very  bold  round,  pale  fracture,  good  coat,  Is.  Qd.  to 
Is.  Id  ;  medium  bright,  good  coat,  flat,  Is.  5d.  ;  round  and 
flat  pickings,  lid.  per  lb.  Canton,  medium  to  bold  grey, 
loose  fracture,  round,  very  wormy,  Id.  to  7f  d. ;  good  bold 
flat  ditto,  8d.  ;  small  to  medium  flat,  Qd. ;  round  and  flat 
mixed,  Q^d.  per  lb. 

Sabsapaeilla. — Quiet ;  31  bales  damaged  Lima- Jamaica 
sold  at  9§d.  to  12d  ,  sound  ditto  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  Seventeen 
bales  grey  Jamaica  realised  Is.  Hd  for  sound,  and  Is.  3d.  to 
Is.  Qd.  for  damaged.  For  fair  Honduras  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  is 
asked,  while  3  bales  East  Indian  "  Smilax  "  sold,  without 
reserve,  at  Id  per  lb. 

Seeds  (Vabious). —  Cumin  seed  tending  easier;  fine 
Malta  could  be  had  at  33s.  to  34s.  per  cwt.  At  auction  16 
bags  sold  at  30s.  to  32s  6d.  Annatto-seed  has  been  arriving 
freely  lately,  and  at  auction  75  bags  were  placed  in 
sale.  For  fine  bright  Madras  Q^d.  was  refused,  the  lot  being 
bought  in  at  3d.  per  lb.  Good  bright  has  sold  lately  at  5\d. 
per  lb.  Russian  anise  was  bought  in  at  22s.  to  22s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.  /Spanish  at  28s.  Three  bags  Kombe  Strophanthus- 
seed  were  bought  in  at  3s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Senna. — Alexandrian  leaves  firm.  For  good  whole  leaf 
Is.  per  lb.  is  asked.  Sittings  were  bought  in  at  2\d.  Three 
packages  broken  leaf  sold  at  2\d.  per  lb.  Tinevelly  senna 
quiet ;  about  200  bales  were  partly  sold  at  Q\d.  for  good 
bold  green,  2\d.  to  3^d.  for  ordinary  yellowish  to  medium 
greenish,  and  from  2\d.  down  to  Id.  for  small  yellowish  to 
common. 

Stab-anise  very  quiet.  On  the  spot  96s.  per  cwt.  would 
be  accepted  for  genuine  Chinese ;  but  the  quotation  for 
arrival  is  only  nominal,  being  at  over  100s.,  c  i.f. 

Sulphub  — Tn  rather  short  supply.  Foreign  Flowers  at 
51.  5s.,  Roll  at  51.  1  per  ton  on  the  spot. 

Vabious  Deugs. — For  5  bales  rather  small  and  broken,  but 
good  pale  Canella  alba  30s  per  cwt  was  accepted  to-day.  Six 
bags  of  a  damaged  dark  drug  catalogued  as  Casc.ira  sagrada 
were  offered  to-day  and  bought  in.  The  drug  presents  the 
appearance  of  what  is  known  as  Cascara  amarga.  A  few 
parcels  of  Coca  leaves  were  all  boughs  in  ;  small  bright  green 
Truxillo  at  Is.  Qd. ;  bright  Huanaco  at  Is  3d.  per  lb.  Twenty- 
five  cases  fair  Gum  elemi  were  bought  in  to-day  at  30s. 
Guarana  is  very  dull  of  sale,  fair  quality  offers  at  2s. 
per  lb.,  but  at  auction  no  such  bid  could  be  obtained  for  10 
cases,  which  were  bought  in  at  2s.  Qd.  per  lb.  Of  Gum 
ammoniaeum  6  cases  were  bought  in  to-day.  For  good  pale 
loose  siftings  and  almonds  42s.  Qd.  was  refused,  50s.  being 
the  price.  Three  bags  fair  dry  pale  mixed  blocky  Galbanum 
are  held  for  Is.  per  lb.  Jaborandi :  two  bales  of  very 
common  quality  from  Buenos  Ayres  were  bought  in  at  Id. 
per  lb.  Five  bales  imported  in  1891,  very  stalky  and  dull, 
and  catalogued  as drugs,"  were  bought  iD.no  one  being 
willing  to  offer  anything.  Six  bags  common  Alkanet  root 
sold  at  Is  Qd.  per  lb.  Ten  cases  good  Kamala  from  Bombay 
were  bought  in  at  Is  per  lb.  Ten  bales  Liquorice-root,  un- 
peeled,  realised  7s.  Qd.  per  lb.  Scammony-root,  62  bales  were 
offered  ;  sound  quality  was  bought  in  at  55s. ;  damaged  sold 
from  50s.  down  to  32s  Qd.  per  cwt.  Of  Toncabeans,  22  cases 
were  bought  in ;  for  small  frosted  Pard,  Is.  3d.  was  refused, 
Is.  10s.  being  the  limit.  Orange-peel  dull  of  sale;  about 
150  packages  were  bought  in.  Quassia  chips  were  bought 
in  at  11Z.  10s.;  logs  at  51.  per  ton.  Matico- leaves,  good 
quality  is  scarce,  3  serous  dull  and  stalky  were  bought  in  at 
Is.  per  lb.  to-day.  Nine  cases  Chinese''  cantharides  are  held 
for  Is.  per  lb. 

Wax  (Bees').— In  fair  demand  at  unchanged  rates  gene- 
rally, although  Jamaican  was  slightly  less  firm,  11  packages 


selling  at  11.  17s  Qd  for  dull  to  31.  5s.  for  fair.  Two  cases 
dull  mixed  Zanzibar  brought  Ql.  5s.,  four  bales  fair  San 
Domingo  Gl.  7s.  Qd  245  cases  Madagascar  were  mostly 
bought  in  ;  a  few  brown  to  fair  sold  at  Ql.  10s.  to  Ql.  17s.  Qd. 
Orange  Spanish  wax  was  bought  in  at  11 ,  fair  Australian  at 
11.  10s.,  yellow  bleached  Calcutta  at  31.  and  white  ditto  at 
11.,  Mogadore  at  from  51.  5s.  to  Ql.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Wax  (Japan). — Steady  at  37s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  pale  squares 
on  the  spot. 


The  Liverpool  Drug- market. 
Our  Liverpool  Correspondent,  writing  on  March  18,  says 
that  African  ginger  is  somewhat  steadier;  24s.  per  cwt.  i* 
now  quoted  for  spot  and  arrival.  Beeswax  continues  to 
meet  with  ready  buyers,  and  considerable  sales  of  Chilian 
have  been  effected  during  the  week  at  prices  ranging  from 
11.  12s.  Qd.  to  31.  per  cwt.  for  yellow.  Kola-nuts  have  been 
selliDg  more  freely,  sixty-five  packages  of  inferior  realising 

3-  §*2.  to  3f d ,  while  sales  of  fresh  have  been  made  at  Id. 
Canary-seed  is  easier  ;  31s.  may  be  taken  as  the  value  for 
Turkish  to-day.  Cream  of  Tartar  is  still  held  for  104s  ,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  short  supplies  available.  Gums. — The 
changed  aspect  of  affairs  in  the  Soudan  has  produced  the 
impression  amongst  impoiters  that  supplies  may  again  be 
stopped,  and,  consequently,  a  general  withdrawal  from  the 
market  has  taken  place,  the  lots  still  offering  having  mate- 
rially advanced  limits  placed  upon  them.  Although  there 
has  not  been  much  actual  business  reported  values  have 
certainly  improved — from  2s.  Qd.  to  5s.  per  cwt. — by  actual 
offers  made.  Medium  qualities  unchanged.  Castor- oil  is 
somewhat  easier  at  2^.-<2.  to  2\d.  per  lb.  for  Good  seconds 
Calcutta.  First  pressure  French  is  unchanged  at  2-^d.  to 
2\d.,  and  Madras  2\d  per  lb.  Chillies  have  experienced 
considerable  movements  dating  the  week,  very  large  sales 
having  been  made  at  prices  ranging  from  23s.  Qd.  for  in- 
ferior up  to  32s.  Qd.  for  fine.  Potashes  are  firm  at  21s  to 
21s.  Qd.,  and  Pearlaslies  27s.  Qd.  Arsenic  is  in  very  good 
demand  ;  large  sales  have  been  made  at  prices  ranging  from 
2R  to  22?.  per  ton. 

The  Hamburg  Drug-market. 
Our  Hamburgcorrespondent  writes,  on  March  17 : — Business 
is  still  very  dull  here,  the  prices  have  changed  very  little,  and 
there  are  a  great  many  more  sellers  than  buyers  all  round.  The 
drug-market  contioue.s  quiet  and  without  animation.  Antimony 
is  quite  unchanged;  crude,  33m. ;  regulus,  65m.  to  66m.  per 
100  kilos.  Arsenic  unchanged  ;  refined  white,  45m.  to  46m. ; 
yellow  lump,  46m.  to  47m.  per  100  kilos.  Acid  {carbolic) 
firm  at  160m.  to  165m.  per  100  kilos.  Balsam  copaiba 
unchanged;  best  quality,  340m.  per  100  kilos.  Balsam  Peru 
without  alteration  at  17m.  per  kilo.    Balsam  Tolu  quiet ; 

4-  50m.  per  kilo.  Camphor  (refined)  is  offering  at  lower 
prices  ;  the  refiners  ask  460m.,  while  there  are  second-hand 
sellers  at  440m  to  435in.  per  100  kilo3  Cantharides :  new 
Russian  are  quoted  at  425m.  to  400m.  per  100  kilos. 
Cascara  sagrada  steady  at  42m.  to  44m.  per  100  kilo3. 
Menthol  quiet ;  sipot,  29m.  to  30m. ;  forward  delivery,  27m. 
per  kilo  Oil  (G/d-liuer)  continues  very  firm,  but  there  is 
not  much  doing  at  the  present  high  prices.  Non- congealing 
1895  oil  is  offering  at  210m,  1896  at  222m.  per  barrel. 
Cotton- seed  oil  (refined)  neglected.  Although  the  prices 
seem  to  be  very  low  ao  present,  buyers  hold  back.  To-day's 
quotations  are : — Spot,  barrels.  33|m. ;  May-AuguBt,  35  25m. 
per  100  kilos.  Oils  (essential) :  Citronella  oil  is  unchanged 
at  4  50m.  per  kilo.  Star  anise  oil  is  in  strong  hands,  at 
23  to  23-|-m.  per  kilo.  (Jajuput  oil  (green),  4  10m.  to  4  20m. 
per  bottle.  Cassia  oil,  85  per  cent,  pure,  20m.  to  22m. ;  45 
per  cent.,  14|m.  per  kilo.  Rhubarb  is  quiet;  Shensi  quoted 
l'80m.  to  5m,  per  kilo  ,  according  to  quality.  Shellac,  is  quiet ; 
orange.  2  20m.  per  100  kilos.  Spermaceti  is  offering  at  325m. 
per  100  kilos. ;  market  quiet.  Sabadilla-seed,  230m.  per 
100  kilos.  Sugar  of  milk  a  little  easier  at  150m.  to  155m. 
per  100  kilos.  Seed  (Fenugreek)  is  very  firm,  with  small 
stocks.  Spot  14m  to  15m. ;  there  are  buyers  for  shipment  at 
14m.  per  100  kilos 

The  Amsterdam  Market. 
At  the  Java  cinchona  auctions,  which  will  be  held  in 
Amsterdam  on  March  26,  615,770  kilos,  of  Java  bark,  repre- 
senting 32,901  kilos  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  will  be  offered. 
The  average  content  of  the  manufacturing  bark  is  5  44  per 
cent. 
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The  following  are  the  current  wholesale  market  quotations 
of  heavy  chemicals,  coal-tar  products,  and  oils  not  specially 
enumerated  in  other  parts  of  the  Trade-report. 


Articles 

Price, 

March  19,189 

Acid 

£  s. 

d. 

Ajvt i''  spi  £fr  10*40  (from  acetate  of  soda) 

•  ■  per  ton 

11  0 

0 

25  per  cent,  (from  acetate  of  lime)      . , 

per  cwt 

6  15 

0 

Boracic  crystals 

1  9 

0 

1  10 

o 

39°_40°  0 

per  lb 

0  0 

7J 

0  0 

8 

0  2 

3 

0  2 

7J 

Liquefied 

0  0 

11 

Citric  B  P 

0  1 

2i 

0  Ko.lic 

U  0 

3| 

0  0 

10 

Tartaric  B.P. 

0  1 

3 

4  10 

0 

1  50  per  cent 

4  15 

0 

1 52  per  cent 

5  0 

U 

§  Lump  in  casks 

4  12 

6 

§  Ground  in  ba^s 

b  '/ 

6 

All  CM  IN  A  

Carbonate 

1  17 

6 

j'  Crushed 

3  15 

0 

3  17 

6 

Ammonia, 

Carbonate 

0  0 

3i 

Muriate  white 

per  cwt 

1  5 

0 

1  10 

o 

Sal  ammoniac  first  white 

1  19 

o 

Second 

1  17 

0 

Sill  nli  a  +  o   T  .oifli 

8  7 

5 

Hull 

a  7 

o  t 

g 

Livpvnool 

8  7 

6 

8  2 

Q 

aNILIXE  — 

Oil 

0  0 

't 

Salt   

U  U 

6| 

Anthracene — 

A  §rade 

0  0 

101 
lug 

B  grade  .  • 

(j  u 

9A 

29  0 

Q 

I'fitiHpi'   lip-it",  lvlii+.o 

21  0 

(J 

Barium — 

J  Carbonate  precipitated 

3  10 

o 

4  u 

0 

+  Chloride  calcined 

6  b 

o 

X  Crystals 

7  5 

Q 

t  Sulphide 

5  0 

o 

7  5 

0 

Benzol — 

90  per  cent.     . . 

0  2 

2 

U  1 

8 

B  l  k  a  c  h  i  x  a  -  p  o  w  d  e  r — 

§  liardwood  casks 

7  0 

Q 

§  Softwood  casks 

7  ^ 
1  O 

0 

Cake  

Cotton  sf  H*d 

3  15 

0 

Linseed 

6  2 

6 

Sulphate  ( Anchor)  

19  0 

0 

Cheasote  Oil — 

•  Filtered  

. .  per  gall. 

0  0 

1J 

Ordinary  liquid 

0  0 

It 

Irox  Sulphate — 

(Green  copperas)  Lancashire 

1  18 

0 

Welsh   

1  16 

6 

Lead — 

f  Acetate,  white        . .       . , 

23  0 

0 

16  0 

0 

19  0 

0 

Lime— 

Acetate,  brown 

7  0 

0 

Grey  

10  0 

0 

Carbide  ( acetate  of  calcium ) 

25  0 

0 

Magnesium — 

2  0 

0 

Sulphate  (Epsom  salts) 

4  0 

0 

Naphtha— 

Coal-tar,  crude,  30  p.  c,  at  120°  C. 

. .  per  gall. 

0  0 

9 

Solvent,  90  p.  c.  at  160°  0. 

0  1 

6 

95  p.  c.  at  160°  C. 

II  1 

3 

90  p.  c.  at  190°  C  

0  1 

It 

9 
3 

Wood,  Miscible,  60  o.p. 

U  3 
O  3 

Solvent       . .       . , 

Naphtiiai.ixe-ealls— 

Price, 
March  19,1896 


Oils — 

£  3. 

d. 

0  0 

3i 

0  0 

21 

21  10 

0 

20  10 

0 

1  3 

0 

1  7 

0 

0  14  10 

0  17 

0 

0  19 

0 

30  0 

o 

31  10 

0 

19  10 

0 

1  2 

0 

Petroleum,  Amor.  ord.  good 

0  0 

6f 
6i 

0  0 

0  0 

5S 

1  3 

6 

1  4 

6 

1  1 

6 

0  17 

6 

Phosphorus — 

0  2 

0 

0  2 

1 

1  13 

0 

Potassium — 

|-  Bichromate,  English  and  Scotch  deliveries     . .    per  lb. 

0  0 

4i 

0  0 

0  0 

Hi 

1  1 

9 

1  2 

9 

0  0 

Ti 

Sodium— 

2  5 

0 

0  19 

6 

Powdered 

1  0 

6 

Bichromate,  English  and  Scotch  deliveries       . .    per  lb. 

0  0 

3i 

0  0 

34 

6  5 

0 

Carbonate,  caustic  soda  ash         . , 

4  5 

0 

4  0 

0 

3  12 

6 

2  2 

6 

Chlorate 

0  0 

6i 

X  Hydrate,  77  p.  c.  caustic  soda 

9  5 

CI 

8  5 

0 

§  70  per  cent. 

7  15 

0 

6  15 

0 

6  10 

0 

X  Hyposulphite,  casks,  J-cwt. 

&  5 

0 

6*15 

0 

0  8 

0 

15  0 

0 

{Silicate,  75°  Tw  

2  10 

0 

X  100°   

3  2 

6 

+  140°   

3  10 

0 

X  Green  lump 

4  7 

6 

4  10 

0 

1  7 

6 

South  Durham  Salt — 

0  9 

6 

*  Blocks   

0  15 

0 

Sulphooyanides — 

0  0 

6f 

0  0 

5* 

" 

0  0 

7 

Sulphur — 

3  17 

6 

Boll   

5  0 

0 

5  5 

0 

Tab- 

0  10 

9 

Tartar,  Cream  of — 

4  15 

0 

4  17 

0 

Toluol— 

0  1 

6 

TURPENTLVE  — 

1  0 

0 

6  10 

0 

{  Denotes  f.o.b.  Tyne. 

§  Denotes  f.o.b.  Liverpool. 

f  Denotes  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 

*  Denotes  f.o.b.  Tees. 

"  ElN  MITTELENGLISCHES 

Medizikbtjch," 

edited 

by 

Fritz  Heinrich,  is  one  of  Max  Niemevei's  (of 

Halle) 

new 

publications. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diaey  is  "getting 
stouter  with  age,"  says    the    Canadian  Pharmaceutical 
Journal.    Yes,  acd  we  do  not  mean  to  go  upon  obesity- 
I  diet. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

In  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  views 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communication!, 

with,  \f  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


The  Shops  (Early  Closing)  Bill. 

Sir, — I  consider  that  those  chemists  who  are  opposing  this 
Bill  are  very  foolish.  If  the  public  know  that  shops  will  close 
at  a  certain  hour,  they  will  take  care  to  get  what  they  want 
before  that  hour.  In  the  ca9e  of  many  chemists  it  may  be 
necessary  to  have  some  arrangement  whereby  urgent  cases 
occuring  after  closing  may  be  dealt  with,  but  this  is  a  detail 
which  could  easily  be  arranged.  I  am  often  vexed  and 
disgusted  to  find  that  after  giving  some  thirteen  cr  fourteen 
hours'  attendance  to  business,  I  have  at  the  end  of  that  time 
taken  2Z.  or  31  only,  and  often  this  is  largely  made  up  of  cut 
patents,  &c. ;  this  business  could  just  as  easily  have  been 
done  in  two- thirds  of  the  time,  and  would  have  been  if  the 
public  knew  that  shops  would  close  at  such  an  hour.  Let 
us  support  the  Bill  by  all  the  means  in  our  power ;  we  shall 
all  be  the  better  for  the  relief,  and  may  have  a  chance  of 
giving  a  little  attention  to  some  other  pursuit  which  shall  be 
a  change  and  peihaps  a  means  of  making  a  little  more  of  the 
needful.  Harassed.  (.31/12) 


36/11.  Spcs  thinks  this  Biil  ought  to  be  supported,  and 
that  it  will  be  a  great  mistake  if  chemists  do  not  seize  this 
opportunity  of  ending,  once  for  all,  the  perennial  difficulty 
of  early  closing  The  entirely  permissive  character  of  the 
measure  is  a  sufficient  reply  to  those  members  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council  who  opposed  it  at  last  meeting.  The 
saving  clause  for  chemists  is,  however,  too  loose  as  it  stands, 
and  would  operate  unfairly  on  the  large  number  who  do  not 
maintain  a  night  service.  In  a  great  many  shops  where 
assistants  are  on  duty  all  night  it  is  the  custom  to  keep  a 
light  burning  after  the  nominal  closing-hour,  thereby  in- 
timating to  passers  by  that  someone  is  in  attendance,  and 
thus  forming  a  tacit  invitation  to  purchase.  This  is  not  fair 
to  the  man  who  shuts  at  a  reasonable  hour  and  lives  away 
from  his  shop.  The  rule  ought  to  be  "  all  lights  out  "  at  the 
hour  agreed  on  for  closing. 


Longton  (36/53)  reminds  "  Struggler  "  that  Parliament  is 
ever  passing  measures  "  restricting  the  privileges  of  British 
subjects,"  modelling  and  shaping  the  constitution  to  meet 
the  needs  and  wishes  of  the  people — in  fact,  striving  for  "  the 
greatest  good  for  the  greatest  number."  As  to  assistants 
receiving  less  wages  because  they  will  work  shorter  hours, 
he  sajs  wages  are  rf  gulated,  as  most  people  know,  by  the 
supply  and  demand  ot  the  assistants.  Will  fewer  workers  be 
wanted  because  they  will  have  to  work  shorter  hours  1 
Longton  fervently  hopes  tbatv  "  Struggler  "  will  never  rise 
above  the  "  struggling  stage  "  and  employ  assistants,  whose 
lot  would  not  be  pleasant.  He  cannot  see  that  the  Bill 
will  do  "  Struggler"  any  harm  financially,  but  it  will  most 
certainly  do  him  good  mentally  and  morally,  if  not  yet  past 
redemption. 


A  l\orltr  (3A/42)  writes,  in  reply  to  "  Struggler 's"  letter, 
as  one  who  has  been  in  business  for  himself  some  years.  He 
knows  it  is  the  masters  who  cannot  keep  assistants  who  will 
bacefit  most  by  the  passiEg  of  the  Bill. 


Assistant  (35/2)  also  writes  in  opposition  to  "  Smuggler's  ' 
views. 


Eumanitas  (36/62)  writes  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Bilr, 
expressing  the  opinion'  that  "  when  individual  liberty  is 
carried  so  far  a9  to  make  an  assistant  work  fourtetn  or  fifteen 
hours  a  day  it  is  time  it  should  be  curtailed." 


Anti  cutting. 

An  Old  Hand  (32/12)  notes  the  remark  of  a  correspondent 
that  he  only  recommends  such  proprietary  articles  as  bear  a 
decent  profit.  Why,  he  asks  does  he  recommend  them  a 
all  1  He  ("  Old  Hand  ")  has  long  ceased  to  stock  proprietarie 
which  leave  no  profit.  There  is  neither  credit  nor  profit 
attached  to  the  business.  Chemists  can  do  much  to  educate 
the  public,  and,  without  runniBg  down  the  few  popular 
remedies  which  are  really  valuable,  can  show  the  absurdity 
of  the  promises  of  many  highly  vaunted  articles. 


Mr.  Samuel  Dean,  320  Roman  Road,  Bow,  E  ,  remarks  that- 
the  number  of  retailers  joining  the  crusade  is  insignificant. 
He  has  no  doubt  many  think  half  the  price  of  the  subscrip- 
tion to  the  C.  3?  D.  rather  much  for  the  dim  prospect  of 
future  advantage.  The  way  to  make  it  a  success  (as  far  as 
numbers  go)  is  to  make  the  subscription  less  than  half  what 
it  is.    A  handsome  fund  would  even  then  be  realised. 


The  Holborn  Explosion. 

Sir, — In  the  report  you  publish  of  this  accident  we  notice 
several  inaccuracies,  and  to  explain  fully  we  think  it  neces- 
sary to  state  the  whole  history  of  the  case.  A  leading  firm 
of  London  solicitors  became  interested  in  a  patent  for  the 
manufacture  of  a  grease  for  candles  that  Mr.  St.  George  was 
provisionally  piotecting.  He  submitted  to  them  a  sample 
of  his  prepared  grease.  They  introduced  him  to  ua  that  he 
might  demonstrate  in  our  laboratory  the  methods  he  wished 
to  protect.  In  the  carrying- out  of  this  demonstration  there 
appeared  to  be  no  danger  whatever.  Being  an  expert,  the 
patentee  did  not  come  to  us  for  suggestions,  and  merely  notes 
were  taken  of  what  he  did  to  ensure  accurate  statements  in 
his  specification.  Oar  chief  assistant,  Mr.  Glas^,  was  taking 
these  notes  whilst  conducting  his  own  work  on  our  behalf  The 
patentee  heated  a  mixture  ot  stearic  acid  (put  into  a  small  iron 
bottle  while  liquid)  and  glucose  with  a  small  quantity  of 
alcohol  and  acetic  acid.  He  wished  to  obtain  a  pressure  of  two- 
atmospheres  ;  accordingly,  he  dropped  in  a  few  iron  nails  to 
fill  up  the  vessel — quite  a  usual  proceeding,  which  Mr.  Glass 
thoroughly  understood  at  the  time.  Heat  was  applied  to 
the  bottle  on  Wednesday  evening  and  again  on  the  following 
day.  He  was  asked  if  he  did  not  requite  a  safety- valve, 
but  he  said  it  was  unnecessary,  as  he  was  able  to  judge  from 
his  previous  experience.  At  the  inquest  his  widow  stated  he 
had  never  employed  hermetically  sealed  vessels  before.  Toe 
bursting  of  the  bottle  occurred  as  you  have  stated,  and  Mr. 
Glass  was  burned  by  some  of  the  contents  being  thrown  into 
his  face.  He  was  not  knocked  down  nor  rendered  insensible,, 
but  walked  out  of  the  room  and  was  shortly  afterwards 
driven  home  in  a  cab.  It  was  fully  understood  by  the 
Coroner  that  the  deceased  was  not  making  experiments  bufc 
demonstrating  to  us  what  he  had  previously  accomplished. 
We  have  received  many  expressions  of  sympathy  from  private 
individuals,  and  we  should  like  to  avail  ourselves  of  this- 
opportunity  of  returning  thanks. 

We  are,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

15  Red  Lion  Square,  W.C.,      Redwood  &  £>e  Hailes. 
March  18. 


New  Zealand  Vindicated. 

Sir,— In  reply  to  "Pelagos,"  "the  land  of  sin,  sweat  and- 
sorrow  "i3  a  term  which  I  have  heard  frequently,  in  the 
Brisbane  and  Rockbampton  districts,  applied,  not  to  New 
Zealand,  as  your  correspondent  infers,  but  to  Queensland, 
and  I  overlooked  the  fact  that  some  of  your  readers  might 
not  have  heard  the  expressive  though  inelegant  phrase 
before. 

My  object  was  to  point  out  that  travellers  who  visited 
small  places  in  the  Queensland  bush  would  surely  find  their 
way  to  towns  of  any  size  in  New  Zealand.  I  was  never  con- 
nected with  the  drug-trade  in  the  latter  place,  and  admit  one 
could  spend  a  very  enjojable  holiday  on  either  island,, 
weather  and  funds  permitting.  Yours,  &c, 

Platypus.  (29/32.) 
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DISPENSING  NOTES. 


Correspondents  should  consult  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing"  in  regard  to  dis- 
pensing difficulties.  Difficulties  not  explained  therein  may  be  sent  to  the 
Editor,  who  invites  a  general  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  under- 
mentioned topics. 


A  Curious  Prescription. 

Sib, — We  subjoin  a  copy  of  prescription  which  has  been 
dispensed  up  and  down  the  country,  but  never  twice  alike — 
from  black  to  very  light  brown.  What  colour  should  it  be 
when  made  ?  The  only  difficulty  which  some  chemists  may 
have  had  has  been  in  the  two  iDgredients  marked  *  : — 


P.  camphors   gr.  xs, 

Acid,  tannic   gr.  xxx. 

Sp.  saccharii   3'3- 

*01.  ovorum     . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  3'3- 

01.  neroli    •   ..       ..  HI  v. 

*Medullas  bovis  purif  

M.  Pomade. 


Your.?  trnly, 

Eboractjm.    (10/40 ) 

[The  ingredients  milked  are  oil  of  eggs  (the  oil  expressed 
from  evaporated  egg-yolk)  and  purified  marrow-fat.  If  the 
latter  is  properly  purified  it  does  not  contain  iron,  hence  the 
pomade  should  not  turn  black  owing  to  formation  of  ferric 
tannate.  It  should  really  have  the  appearance  of  dark 
honey,  and  should  be  made  by  dissolving  the  camphor  and 
tannin  in  the  rum,  and  mixing  with  the  fat  and  oils.] 


Mercurial  Ointment. 

Sir, — As  there  is  a  right  and  a  wrong  way  of  doing  all 
things,  will  you  be  good  enough  to  tell  me,  through  the 
C.  &  B.,  the  correct  order  of  mixing  the  following  1 — 


Hydrargyri..       ..       ..       ..       ..       . .  3j. 

Lanolini   ;  Jj. 

Ol.olivas  }ss. 

M.    Ft.  ung. 
To  be  applied  constantly. 


Yours  truly, 

Junior.  (19/19.) 

["Kill"  the  mercury  bj  triturating  with  a  few  drops  of 
balsam  of  sulphur,  work  in  the  lanoline,  then  the  olive 
oil.] 


Poor  Prescribing. 

14/59.  Raglan,  sends  us  the  following,  asking  our  opinion 
upon  it  as  a  sample  of  prescribing.  It  is  another  instance 
of  the  fact  that  some  doctors  are  miserable  pharmacists,  and 
this  one  should  be  shown  the  paint  which  he  prescribes,  and 
be  asked  to  mend  his  ways  : — 


Argenti  nitr.itis       . .       . .       . .       . .  gr.  iv. 

Acid,  salicylic.         . .       . .       . .       •  •  5j- 

Tinct.  cannabis  indie.        . .       . .       . .  3ss. 

Collodion,  flexllis      . .       . .       . .       . .  3ij. 

Aquse  destil.  al    3j. 


Paint  on  night  anl  morning. 


Tag  Glass  Pestle. 

We  have  a  nice  parcel  of  crystals  beside  us,  which  look 
exactly  like  sodii  sulpha**,  bat  it  is  only  a  broken  glass 
pestle  which  Mr.  E.  A.  Holloway,  of  Torquay,  has  sent  to  us. 
One  of  his  assistants  u5ed  a  glass  moitar  and  pestle  to  mix 
the  following : — 

Papain  gr.  xxxij. 

Ac.  hydrochlor.  Mil.       . .       . .       . .    in.  xxxij. 

Glycerini   ..       ..       .,       ..       ..  Jij. 

This  was  set  aside  for  an  hour,  when  the  pestle  suddenly 
disintegrated  with  explosive  force  The  elapse  of  an  hour 
before  the  explosion  is  unusual.  We  observe  that  the  pestle 
had  been  hollow,  an  1  it  almost  looks  as  if  the  crystallisation 
had  started  from  the  interior.  The  le?son  which  such 
occurrences  teach  is — never  us;  a  glass  mortar  and  pestle  to 
make  solutions  "f  anj  k  ind. 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Immediate  information  on  pharmaco-legal  matters  is  available  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laics  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  Alpe's  "-Handy-book  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty"  and  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diahy. 


27/29.  J.  B. — Kay's  essence,  Winslow's  syrup,  and  chloro- 
dyne  are  all  supposed  to  contain  poisons,  and  cannot  therefore 
be  sold  by  unregistered  persons. 


27/59.  Non-alcoholic. — The  Excise  authorities  will  not 
object  to  the  sale  of  extract  of  malt  with  bitter  herbs,  nor  to 
your  statement  that  a  non- intoxicating  beer  can  be  made 
with  it. 


25/45  Marant. — Compounds  of  phosphorus  for  vermin- 
killing  are  not  poisons  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act. 
Another  non- poisonous  vermin- killer  is  formulated  in  the 
C.  $  D.,  February  29,  page  335. 


30/16.  Pharma. — Can  a  licentiate  of  the  Apothecaries 
Hall,  Ireland,  who  is  also  a  L  P.S  I.,  open  a  medical  hall  in 
England,  and  call  himself  "  A.  B  ,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist "  t 
[No.] 


30/11.  J.  P.  W.  —  The  judgment  in  Pharmaceutical' 
Society  of  Ireland  v.  Boyd  is  clear  enough  as  to  the  rights 
of  limited  companies.  We  do  not  know  of  any  distinction 
between  old  and  new  companies. 


30/71.  J.  G. — The  reference  to  the  47th  section  is  not 
to  the  Weights  and  Measures  Act,  but  to  the  model  regula  - 
tions issued  by  authority  of  that  Act  (section  9)  by  the 
Board  of  Trade.  It  is  provided  in  section  47  of  those  regula- 
tions that  "  every  new  weighing  instrument  is  to  have  the 
manufacturer's  name  as  well  as  its  maximum  marked  on  it." 
The  example  given  is  "  to  weigh  —  lbs."  It  is  not  stated 
that  class  is  to  be  added,  but  it  is  of  course  possible  that 
local  regulations  may  differ  fiom  the  model  ones,  and  these,  if 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  have  the  force  of  law.  On 
instruments  in  use  before  1890  it  only  states  that  the 
inspector  is  to  define  the  maximum  load  or  weighing 
capacity.  Your  balance  only  needs  verification  if  it  is  used 
for  trade.  Write  to  the  Superintendent  of  Weights  and 
Measures,  7  Old  Palace  Yard,  Westminster,  S  W. 


33/6.  W.  If.  G — We  stated  that  in  our  opinion  it  would 
not  be  an  infringement  of  the  Veterinary  Surgeons  Act  to 
call  jour  place  a  canine  hospital.  But  how  can  we  assure 
you  that  the  College  may  not  bring  an  action  against  you  ? 
Our  opinion  is  not  law. 


33/53.  Radix  asks:— "If  an  assistant  living  indoors  is- 
dismissed  at  a  moment's  notice,  with  a  month's  salary  in 
advance,  can  he  legally  claim  for  the  equivalent  of  that 
month's  board  and  lodging  1 "    He  cannot. 


36/16.  Borax. --Rival  traders  might  get  an  injunction 
against  your  making  a  statement  wniih  was  substantially 
untrue,  that  you  "supplied  the  QieeD."  Sending  a  case  to 
her  would  not  make  such  an  announcement  true. 

36'64.  R  M  L. — The  question  whether  you  may  use  a 
title  timilar  to  some  one  else'w,  but  not  a  registered  trade- 
mark, depends  on  whether  the  evidence  would  show  that  by 
so  doing  the  public  would  be  likely  to  be  deceived. 


37/4.  Perfume— We  cannot  mike  trade-mark  searches 
fcr  correspondents.  These  must  be  made  at  the  Trade- 
marks Office,  Southampton  Buildirgs,  Holborn,  a  fee  of  Is 
per  quarter  of  an  hour  being  charged.  Or  you  can  apply  fcr 
tne  trade  mark,  pajiog  the  5f.  application-fee,  which  will  te 
lost  if  the  name  has  been  previously  reg'stered. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


Sack  numbers  containing  formula,  educational  or  other  specific  information 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 

N.B.—All  queries  should  be  accompanied  by  the  business  card  of  a  subscriber, 
or  the  address  label  from  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  wrapper.  We 
destroy  anonymous  letters.  We  do  not  answer  queries  of  the  kind  here 
dealt  with  by  post.  We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 
separate  sheets  of  paper. 


78/9.    E.  T. — There  would  be  no  change  in  the  powders. 


24/7.  A.  Russell — Do  you  think  it  fair  to  trouble  several 
editors  with  your  questions  ? 


23/44.  Menthola  — There  are  no  such  things  as  those 
mentioned  in  the  prescription.  That  is  the  quack's  little 
game. 


24/14.  A.  JB. — Liquor  potassas  is  the  White  Ink  jou 
want. 


26/17.  Veqetatis. — You  seem  to  have  overlooked  the  fact 
that  our  1895  Diary  contains  a  Perfumery  Formulary. 


27/72.  6f.  (Fratton).— The  formula  for  Concentrated 
Hydroquinone  Developer  (DlAET,  1896,  page  392)  is  quite 
correct.  It  doea  not  follow  that  because  the  solution  is 
saturated  with  hydroquinone  it  will  not  take  up  the  sodium 
sulphite. 


12/63.  Camera. — There  is  an  error  in  the  price  of  the 
pocket-camera  described  in  C.  %  D ,  July  27,  1895.  It 
should  be  51.  16s.  Qd.  The  camera  there  described  was  made 
by  the  London  and  Paris  Optic  Company,  24  E  Imund 
Place,  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C. 


4/15.    Plwtog  inquires  about  a  Dry  Developer  that  will 


keep : — 

(A)  Hydroquinone  40  gr. 

Potass,  bromid   . .     5  „ 

Sodium  sulphite   |  oz. 

Mis. 

Wrap  in  waxed  paper  and  tinfoil. 

(B)  Lithium  carbonate   40  gr. 


Direct  the  contents  of  A  and  B  to  be  dissolved  in  f  [pint  of 
water  to  form  a  developer.  A  and  B  may  be  sent  out  mixed, 
but  then  the  powder  will  not  keep  so  well. 


9/35.  J.  D.  J.  sends  us  a  sample  of  Solid  Liniment,  which 
is  not  a  bad  thing.  We  would  make  it  in  the  lollowiog 
manner : — 

Household  soap  . .   Jiv. 

Boiling  water  Jiv. 

Shred  the  soap  and  pour  the  boiling  water  upon  it.  Allow  to  stand  all 
night,  and  next  morning  rub  it  smooth  in  a  mortar  with  glycerine  5ss., 
warming  previously  if  there  are  any  hard  bits  of  soap  remaining  ;  then  add 
the  following  solution  :— 

Camphor   ..Si. 

Oil  of  rosemary   ..  3j. 

SPirit      ••   Sis's. 

Colour  with  a  few  drops  of  tincture  of  aloes,  if  desired. 


11/14.  Nemo.— Nasal  Powder,  "  a  small  teaspoonful  to 
be  added  to  a  tumblerful  of  warm  water  to  snuff  up  the  nose 
night  and  morning  "  ;  sells  at  2s.  per  oz.,  and  is  made  by  a 
north  country  doctor.  We  find  in  it  borax,  sodium  chloride, 
and  sodium  bicarbonate,  about  equal  parts. 
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16/12.  Avis. — Cold-water  Starch  (glossy). — This  we  find 
to  be  wheaten  starch  with  the  addition  of  about  £  oz.  of 
powdered  borax  to  the  pound. 


12 '18.  Hani — Tic-powder  ("not  more  than  three  to 
be  taken  in  one  day  ") : — 

Acetanilidi        . .       . .       . .       . .       . .    gr.  viij. 

Pulv.  rhei         . .      . .       . .      . .  "  . .    gr.  ss. 

M. 


16/73.  F.  E.  D. — Toothache-cachet  contains  6  gr.  of  a 
pinkish  crystalline  powder,  which,  on  analysis,  we  find  to  be 
acetanilide  coloured  with  carmine. 


14/21.  Papaveris.  —  Headache  powder. — Your  sample 
weigas  9  gr.,  arid  consists  of — 

Acetanilide       . .       . .       . .       . .      . .    gr.  viij. 

Powdertd  sugar  . .       ..       ..       ..       ..    gr.  j. 

Mix. 


Note  re  Headache-powders. — So  many  samples  of  these 
are  sent  to  us,  and  they  are  all  so  much  alike,  that  we  would 
point  out  the  comparative  ease  with  which  subscribers  may 
determine  for  themselves  the  composition  of  cheap  headache- 
powders.  At  least  nine  out  of  every  ten  which  we  have 
examined  contain  acetanilide ;  occasionally  the  odd  ones 
contain  pherjacetin  or  antipyrin.  Acetanilide  and  phenacetin 
are  almost  insoluble  in  water ;  antipyrin  dissolves  quickly 
and  entirely.  This  distinction  separates  antipyrin  from  the 
others,  and  as  antipyrin  turns  spt.  ssther.  nit.,  acidulated 
with  acetic  acid  if  neutral,  green,  it  can  thus  be  quickly 
identified.  Acetanilide  is  readily  detected  by  boiling  1  gr. 
of  it,  a  drop  of  chloroform,  and  10  drops  of  liquor  potassse 
in  1  dr.  of  water  ;  a  nasty  odour  (iso-nitrile)  is  produced  by 
acetanilide  (in  common  with  other  aniline  derivatives),  but  not 
by  phenacetin.  If  this  is  not  felt,  boil  1  gr.  of  the  powder 
with  i  dr.  ot  J:!"te  hydrochloric  acid,  cool,  and  add  a  drop 
of  solution  of  potassium  bichromate :  phenacetin  gives  a  red 
colour.  These  tests  should  enable  anyone  to  decide  upon 
the  principal  ingiedient  of  the  powder  if  it  happen  to  be  one 
or  other  of  the  three  substances  mentioned. 


18/16.  Majolica  —Corn-ointment.—  The  following  for- 
mula is  based  upon  our  analysis  of  your  sample  : — 


Creosoti   Si- 
Acid,  salicylic.     . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  3^3- 

Yaselini   3x. 

Cera  Havre  ..    3vi- 


Melt  the  wax,  add  the  vaseline,  strain  if  necessary,  and  add  the  creosote 
and  salicylic  acid.   Stir  occasionally  until  creamy. 

(2)  The  old  jar  is  doubtless  of  value,  but  we  cannot  express 
an  opinion  on  that  point  without  more  particulars  about  it. 
We  do  not  know  what  "  C.  Cariocost "  is  or  was,  but 
perhaps  some  of  our  antiquarian  subscribers  may  be  able  to 
give  us  some  information  about  it. 


16/63.  Devon.  —  Solution  for  Bemoving  Warts  from 
Cows'  Udders. — A  greenish  liquid  with  a  red  powder  in 
partial  suspension.    The  nearest  we  can  come  to  this  is — 

Piumbi  acet.       . .       . .       . .       . .       •  •  3i- 

Ferri  peroxid   39. 

Ammou.  chlorid.  . .       ..       ..  ..  gr.  x. 

Acid,  acetic.       . .       . .       . .      . .       . .  .1  ss. 

Tr.  hyoscyam   Sss. 

Aq.  ad    5ij. 

Bub  the  powders  together  and  mix  with  the  liquids. 

We  are  doubtful  about  the  henbane,  but  it  will  serve  as  well 
as  anything  to  give  the  green  colour.  It  is  a  persistent 
green  not  unlike  that  of  copper  acetate,  but  is  not  due  to 
that  sa't. 


17/43.  Cardi. — Neuralgia  and  Nerve  Tonic. — "What- 
ever its  composition,"  writes  "  Cardi,"  "this  is  cansidercd  to 
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be  a  specific,  and  is  highly  spoken  of  by  those  who  have 
tried  it."    We  fled  it  to  be  : — 

Ferri  et  quin.  cifc.  . .       . .       . .       •  ■       •  •  5ss. 

Ammon.  bromid.  ..       ..       •■       ■•       ■•  3ij. 

Acid,  sulphuric,  dil.        ..       ..       ••       ••  TH.xx. 

Tr.  gelsemii . .       ..       ..       ..       ••       . .  3j. 

Aq.  ad    Sviij. 

Ft.  mistura. 
Dose  :  A  table*poonL'ul  thrice  daily. 


17/25.  Curious — The  Chilblain- remedy  is  somewhat 
like  this :  — 

Ol.lini    Sss. 

Liq.  ammon.        ..       ..       ..       ..       >•  5j. 

Glycerini    ..      ...       ..       ..       ..       . .  Ij. 

Liq.  morpb.  hydrochlor. , .       ..       ..       ..  3V1- 

,        Liq.  cocci   . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  gtt.  x. 

Aq.  ad    3vj. 

M.  •        •  • 

We  are  not  astonished  to  hear  that  this  "  ba3  been  used  with 
surprising  effect  upon  irritable  chilblains  "  It  is  an  unusual 
remedy,  but  considering  the  composition  of  many  popular 
and  wonderful  remedies  which  are  sent  to  us  we  have  ceased 
to  be  astonished  that  they  are  effectual. 


18/6. 


H.  S.  V. —  Condition  powder  for  a  Dog  :  — 

Sodii  nitrat.        . .    Jij. 

Pulv.  glycyrrhiz. . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  g ij. 

Sulphur,  sublim.  . .       ..       ..       ..       . .  5j. 

Antim.  nig.    3ij. 

Pulv.  fcenugraec.  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3ij. 

PjIv.  sacch.  alb.  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  3ij. 


Oar  correspondent,  like  most  of  those  who  send  samples  for 
analysis,  does  not  state  how  this  powder  is  used.  As  much 
as  will  lie  upon  a  sixpence  may  be  given  twice  daily  to  a 
collie  or  English  terrier,  and  smaller  or  larger  doses  to  other 
degs,  according  to  their  size. 


19/38.  Bichloride— (X)  Kelish..— The  following  formula 
should  give  you  a  compound  closely  resembling  your  sample. 
Adjust  the  capsicum  to  meet  the  case  : — 

Tr.  capsici  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  3ij. 

Tr.  asafoetidas    ITlx. 

Pulv.  pimentje   3ss. 

Syr.  zingib.    Jiij. 

Mushroom  ketchup  ad   3x1. 

Macerate  for  a  week,  and  decant. 

(2)  Custard  powder.- See  G.  A  D.,  June  1,  1895,  page  783. 
We  hope  to  print  a  formula  for  egg  powder  in  an  early 
issue. 


21/60.  Perplexed. — Linen-glaze. — Your  sample  is  a 
mixture  of  powdered  soap  and  French  chalk  in  about  equal 
parts. 

Directions.*^ Starch  the  articles  as  usual.  When  ready  for  ironing  dip 
a  small  piece  of  wet  flannel  into  the  powder  and  rub  it  over  the  linen  ;  then 
iron  immediately. 

Must  not  be  mixed  with  the  starch. 


30/68.  Apprentice  sends  a  sample  of  Tonic  Drops,  which 
he  supposes  go  be  a  preparation  of  free  phosphorus  ("  Ap- 
prentice "  has  something  still  to  learn).  It  is  used  for 
weakness,  lassitude,  debility,  loss  of  appetite,  nervousness, 
rheumatism,  and  gout.  Dose  :  5  to  10  drops  in  a  wineglass 
of  water,  before  meals,  three  times  a  day  Its  composition 
is  approximately  represented  by  the  following  formula  : — 


Strychnine 
Glycerini  .. 
Acid,  phosphoric,  syr. 
Sp.  aether,  nit.   . . 
Tr.  limonisad  .. 


gr.  iss. 

3ij- 

Si- 


Reduce  the  strychnine  to  fine  powder,  and  shake  with  the  tincture  (3ss.) 
and  acid  until  dissolved,  then  add  the  rest  of  the  ingredients. 


27/31.  G.  IJ  C.i]/. — Poultry  -powder  for  curing  roup 
and  producing  eggs :  — 

Locust-meal       ..       ..       ..       ..  *vj. 

Fenugreek         ..       ..       ..       ..  . .  3j. 

Cayenne  pepper  ..       ..  ..  3ss. 

Mix. 


28/16.  Lilly.— Hair  Dye  or  Stain — A  solution  of  pyro- 
gallic  acid,  1  oz.  in  a  pint  of  water. 


29/39.  Juro  — Croup  and  Canker  Pills  for  Poultry. — 
These  are  oval  pills  from  10  to  12  gr.  in  weight  (for  they  are 
not  all  of  the  same  sizs),  and  rolled  in  liquorice.  They  seem 
to  be  made  as  follows  : — 

Cupri  sulphat   gr.  iij. 

Pulv.  capsici  ..       ..       ..       ..  gr.  v. 

Syrupi  ..       . .  ..       ..       ..  q.s. 

Ft.  pilula. 
One  may  l>e  given  twice  a  day. 


29/33.  Capsici '■  (1)  Indian  Cerate,  "for  burns  scalds, 
chapped  hands,  sore  eyes,  &c."  ;  sold  in  tin  boxes,  and  "is 
spoken  of  very  highly"  in  Ashton  under- Ljne  district.  The 
following  will  make  an  ointment  like  it : — 

Zrnci  oxidi . .       . .      . .       . ,       . .       . .  31]. 

Cerse  japonica?    ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3iss. 

Adipis  , '   .«**•»*  a.      v;  v    ..       ..  Sir. 
M.S.A. 

(2)  Surely  the-e  is  a  mill  in  your  neighbourhood  where  you 
can  get  the  potashes  ground.  If  not,  hire  a  labourer  and  a 
sledge-hammer  to  br^ak  it  up  for  you. 


29/20. 


Ntta. — (I)  Foot-powder:  — 

Powdered  orris  ..  ..  ..  3ss. 

Powdered  boric  acid     ..       ..       ..       ..  3j. 

Powdered  starch        ..    3ij. 

l'owdered  Fuller's  earth   3ij. 


(2)  Acidine,  "  to  remove  the  tartness  from  beer  and 
wines,  and  to  help  their  keeping-properties  generally.  Also 
said  to  give  a  delicious  flavour,  sparkling  brilliancy,  and  a 
splendid  heading."  We  find  "Meta's"  sample  to  be  bicar- 
bonate of  soda. 


34/46.  G.  L.  sends  a  sample,  with  the  following  note  : — 
"  May  I  trouble  you  to  tell  me,  if  possible,  what  the  enclosed 
extract  is  ?  It  is  some  which  was  sent  in  error,  although 
the  mistake  is  admitted.  It  is  not  stated  what  this  is,  and 
being  anxious  to  know  shall  be  glad  if  you  can  oblige." 
We  may  state  once  more  that  we  cannot  answer  questions 
of  this  kind.  The  previous  two  dozen  replies  regarding 
matters  of  general  interest  to  subscribers  involve  nearly 
three  days'  work  for  one  member  of  our  staff,  and  we  feel 
certain  that  if  we  were  to  begin  such  exclusively  personal 
work  as  that  involved  in  "  E.  L.'s  "  request,  we  should  soon 
have  to  double  our  staff  and  have  a  separate  office  for  arbitra- 
tion-purposes. How  that  could  come  out  of  ten-shilling  sub- 
scriptions we  do  not  know.  So,  with  all  respect,  we  shall  not 
beain  to  arbitrate  between  buyer  and  seller.  Possibly  when 
subscribers  pay  a  guinea  or  two  a  year  for  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  we  may  be  able  to  indulge  in  such  frivoli- 
ties, and  even  be  able  to  give  subscribers  sample  phials  and 
pots,  so  that  we  may  not  get  sticky  fingers  from  handling 
soft  extracts  wrapped  up  in  pieces  of  parchment  paper,  or 
thin  oily  boot-polishes  put  up  in  chip- boxes. 


29/11.  Antipyrin. — You  have  misquoted  the  formula  ;  it 
is  rectified  spirit  jlv.  (55  cz.)    The  formula  is  correct. 


24/15.  Aloes  Barb. — Aloin  certainly  does  not  represent  the 
full  activity  of  Barbadoes  aloes — upon  that  therapeutists  are 
agreed — as  a  quantity  of  aloes  containing,  say,  1  gr.  of  aloin, 
is  much  more  purgative  than  the  grain  of  aloin. 
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19/48.  T.  S — We  cannot  find  any  formula  of  Erasmus 
Wilson's  for  Prickly-heat  Lotion.  The  following  is  Tilbury 
Fox's,  of  a  similar  composition  to  what  you  indicate  : — 


Calaraime    5ss. 

Hydrarg.  perohlor   gr.  j. 

Zinoi  oxidi     . .       . .    3ij- 

Aq.  rosa?  ad   ..  Svj. 

M. 


If  any  subscriber  knows  of  Wilson's  lotion,  perhaps  he  will 
communicate  it  to  us. 


20/22.  Opium  — Your  customer  who  wishes  to  break  him- 
self of  the  Opium  Habit  should  be  encouraged  as  far  as 
possible.  The  simplest  course  is  to  gradually  decrease  the 
dose— for  example,  if  the  man  takes  5"\v.  daily,  then  begin  at 
once  to  take  off  at  the  rate  of  5  minims  from  each  dose  the 
first  week,  the  second  week  10  minims,  the  third  15  minims, 
and  so  on,  until  the  dose  disappears,  or  is  sensibly  dimi- 
nished, for  some  morphomaniacs  cannot  tolerate  the  entire 
reduction  of  the  opiate.  Simultaneously  with  the  reduction 
give  a  pill  such  as  the  following  :  — 


Hydrarg.  subchlor   gr.  ss. 

Pil.  coloc.  c.  hyos   gr.  iss. 

Ext.  cannab.  ind   gr.  J 

Ft.  pil. 


This  pill  to  be  taken  every  night  bedtime. 

Should  the  bowels  become  loose,  as  sometimes  happens  with 
opium-eaters,  stop  the  pill  and  give  one  of  extract  of  hen- 
bane and  ext.  cannab.  ind.  only,  but  in  any  case  gradually 
reduce  the  dose  of  the  latter  extract. 


19/49.  Quill  Pen— The  best  basis  for  Soluble  Toilet- 
powder  is  pulv.  acid,  boric. 


22/57.  Amateur.  —  Gorham's  "Tooth  Extraction, "  pub- 
lished by  Lewis  at  Is.  6d  ,  will  suit  your  purpose  excellently. 


22/68  M.  J  — (I)  Luminous  Paint. — This  is  made  by 
calcining  oyster- shells.  Powder,  sift,  and  put  the  sifted 
•material,  with  alternate  layers  of  sulphur,  in  a  crucible,  seal 
down  the  lid  and  bake  for  an  hour.  When  cold  open  the 
■crucible,  separate,  and  reject  the  grey  parts,  and  sift  the 
white  Mix  the  white  powder  with  gum-water  or  with  a 
■thin  varnish.  (2)  TJng  Hydrarg.  Ox.  Plav.  (Moorfields). — 
This  is  the  Royal  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital  formula : — 

Hyd.  ox.  flav.         . .       . .       . .       . .    gr.  viij. 

Vaselin.    -  Sj. 


22/67.  W.  4-  Co.— We  know  nothing  to  make  birds' 
■feathers  grow  except  to  get  the  birds  into  good  condition  by 
puttirjg  a  little  sulphate  of  iron  in  their  food. 


23/4.  Inquisitive. — The  preparation  is  a  blister,  and  is 
used  by  spreading  on  a  piece  of  cloth  and  applying  to  the 
affected  pait  all  night.  It  should  sell  at  Is.  an  ounce  at 
least. 


23/55.  R.  S  C. — The  analyst  is  the  best  person  to  express 
an  opinion  upon  the  quality  of  the  water  which  he  examined, 
and  we  thick  it  strange  that  he  should  have  given  a  report 
mot  containing  this  information.  From  the  figures  which 
you  submit  we  believe  the  water  to  be  good,  but  it  should  be 
filtered  through  two  or  three  feet  of  sand. 


24/33.  Formyl. — It  is  the  French  essence  which  make3 
the  Brilliantine  cloudy.  You  may  omit  it  and  replace  it  with 
essential  oils.  See  the  1895  Diari  for  suitable  perfumes  of 
that  class. 


77,30.  Capsicum. —Hydrogen  peroxide  is  used  for  bleach- 
ing the  bair,  bat  the  process  for  making  black  hair  whits  is 
■a  secret. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 


For  this  section  we  are  always  glad  to  receive  from  subscribers  brief  notes  on 
pra-tical  subjects,  recipes  which  have  been  found  good  in  practice  or  which 
have  required  modification,  and  hints  or  fresh  ideas  on  any  pharma- 
ceutical or  trade  matter. 


28/21.  We  learn  from  Mr.  Macmillan,  of  Montreal,  that  liq. 
tong.  sal.,  about  which  a  correspondent  asked  a  few  weeks 
ago,  is  "  Liquor  tongae  salicyl,"  or  "  Tongaline,"  an 
American  preparation  manufactured,  by  a  drug  company 
in  St.  Louis,  U.S.A.. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  invites,  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscribers,  postcard  replies  to  tht 
following: — 

33/44.    Maker  of  Coley's  fluid  for  cancer. 
32/17.    Who  supplies  puzzle-cards  ("  find  the  man,"  &c.) 
for  advertising-purposes. 

21/59.  "  Fat "  oil  of  turpentine,  used  as  a  painter's 
medium  :  where  obtainable  1 

34/49.  Makers  of  leech-tank  or  aquarium,  marked 
"  Chesterman's  patent." 

34/90  Where  are  labels  and  wrappers  for  Dutch  Dro  p3 
obtainable  1 

36/39.  Manufacturers  of  machines  for  spreading  sticky 
fly-papers. 


mcyt  Week, 


Tuesday,  March  24. 

Royal  Institution,  Albenmle  Street,  W.,  at  3  p.m.  Professor 
V.  Stewart  on  "  The  External  Covering  of  Plants  and 
Animals." 

Royal  Photographic  Society,  12  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at 
8  p.m.  "  The  Relative  Colour-sensitiveness  of  Ordinary 
and  Isochromatic  Plates,"  with  a  demonstration,  by  Mr. 
F.  E.  Ives. 

Wednesday.  March  25. 

Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy ,  at  9  p.m.  Prize 

Essays  on  Dispensing. 
Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.    First  Annual 

Dinner,  Colonnade  H^tel,  Birmingham,  at  8  30  p.m.  Chair 

to  be  taken  by  Mr.  R.  Darton  Gibbs. 

Thursday,  March  20. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  W.,  at  8  P  M.  Anniver- 
sary meeting,  President's  address,  election  of  officers  and 
Council. 

Imperial  Institute,  at  8  30  p.m.  Mr.  Walter  R.  Lawrence  on 

'■  Kashmir:  its  People  and  its  Products." 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  103  Great  Rassell  Street, 

WC,  at  8  30  pm.    Social  evening. 
Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society,  at  8  30  P.M. 

Mr.  Charles  Sharp  on  "  Some  Pleasant  Memories  of 

Bygone  Chemists." 
Plymouth  and    District   Junior    Chemists'  Association, 

at  the  Foresters'  Hall,  at  8  30  p  m.    Mr.  E.  A.  Hodge  on 

"  Opium." 

Friday,  March  27. 

Royal  Institution,  Albemarle  Street,  W.,  at  9  p  m.  Professor 
Dewar  on  "  New  Researches  on  Liquid  Air." 

Meeting  in  connection  with  tbe  Proprietary  Articles  Trade 
Association  at  Prince  of  Wale-i  Hotel,  Cambridge,  at 
3  p.m  ,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Cambridge  Pharma- 
ceutical Association. 

Saturday,  March  28 

Royal  Institution,  Albemarle  Street,  W.,  at  3  p.m.  Lord 

Kayleigh  on  "  Light." 
Royal  Botanic  Society,  Regent's  Park,  at  3.45  p.m. 


